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Chapter 1

Historical materialism

Historical materialism is a methodological approach to
the study of human societies and their development over
time that was first articulated by Karl Marx (1818–1883)
as the materialist conception of history. It is princi-
pally a theory of history according to which the material
conditions of a society's way of producing and reproduc-
ing the means of human existence or, in Marxist terms,
the union of its productive capacity and social relations
of production, fundamentally determine its organization
and development.
Historical materialism*[1] looks for the causes of devel-
opments and changes in human society in the means by
which humans collectively produce the necessities of life.
Social classes and the relationship between them, along
with the political structures and ways of thinking in soci-
ety, are founded on and reflect contemporary economic
activity.*[2]
Since Marx's time, the theory has been modified and ex-
panded by Marxist writers. It now has many Marxist and
non-Marxist variants.

1.1 Key ideas

“In the Marxian view, human history is like a river. From
any given vantage point, a river looks much the same
day after day. But actually it is constantly flowing and
changing, crumbling its banks, widening and deepening
its channel. The water seen one day is never the same as
that seen the next. Some of it is constantly being evapo-
rated and drawn up, to return as rain. From year to year
these changes may be scarcely perceptible. But one day,
when the banks are thoroughly weakened and the rains
long and heavy, the river floods, bursts its banks, and may
take a new course. This represents the dialectical part of
Marx's famous theory of dialectical (or historical) mate-
rialism.”
̶Hubert Kay, Life Magazine, 1948*[3]
Historical materialism springs from a fundamental under-
lying reality of human existence: that in order for human
beings to survive and continue existence from generation
to generation, it is necessary for them to produce and re-
produce the material requirements of life.*[4] Marx then

extended this premise by asserting the importance of the
fact that, in order to carry out production and exchange,
people have to enter into very definite social relations,
most fundamentally“production relations”.
However, production does not get carried out in the ab-
stract, or by entering into arbitrary or random relations
chosen at will. Human beings collectively work on nature
but do not do the same work; there is a division of labor
in which people not only do different jobs, but according
to Marxist theory, some people live off the fruits of oth-
ers' labor by owning the means of production. How this
is accomplished depends on the type of society. Produc-
tion is carried out through very definite relations between
people. And, in turn, these production relations are deter-
mined by the level and character of the productive forces
that are present at any given time in history. For Marx,
productive forces refer to the means of production such
as the tools, instruments, technology, land, raw materi-
als, and human knowledge and abilities in terms of using
these means of production.
Writers who identify with historical materialism usually
postulate that society has moved through a number of
types or modes of production. That is, the character of
the production relations is determined by the character of
the productive forces; these could be the simple tools and
instruments of early human existence, or the more de-
veloped machinery and technology of present age. The
main modes of production Marx identified generally in-
clude primitive communism or tribal society (a prehis-
toric stage), ancient society, feudalism, and capitalism.
In each of these social stages, people interact with nature
and produce their living in different ways. Any surplus
from that production is allotted in different ways. An-
cient society was based on a ruling class of slave owners
and a class of slaves; feudalism was based on landowners
and serfs; and capitalism based on the capitalist class and
the working class. The capitalist class privately owns the
means of production, distribution and exchange (e.g., fac-
tories, mines, shops and banks) while the working class
live by exchanging their socialized labor with the capital-
ist class for wages.
Marx identified the production relations of society (aris-
ing on the basis of given productive forces) as the eco-
nomic base of society. He also explained that on the
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2 CHAPTER 1. HISTORICAL MATERIALISM

foundation of the economic base there arise certain po-
litical institutions, laws, customs, culture, etc., and ideas,
ways of thinking, morality, etc. These constituted the
political/ideological superstructure of society. This su-
perstructure not only has its origin in the economic base,
but its features also ultimately correspond to the character
and development of that economic base, i.e. the way peo-
ple organize society is determined by the economic base
and the relations that arise from its mode of production.
Historical materialism can be seen to rest on the following
principles:

1. The basis of human society is how humans work on
nature to produce the means of subsistence.

2. There is a division of labor into social classes (re-
lations of production) based on property ownership
where some people live from the labor of others.

3. The system of class division is dependent on the
mode of production.

4. The mode of production is based on the level of the
productive forces.

5. Society moves from stage to stage when the domi-
nant class is displaced by a new emerging class, by
overthrowing the“political shell”that enforces the
old relations of production no longer corresponding
to the new productive forces. This takes place in the
superstructure of society, the political arena in the
form of revolution, whereby the underclass “lib-
erates”the productive forces with new relations of
production, and social relations, corresponding to it.

Marx's clearest formulation of his “materialist concep-
tion of history”was in the 1859 Preface to his book A
Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, whose
relevant passage is reproduced here:

“In the social production of their exis-
tence, men inevitably enter into definite re-
lations, which are independent of their will,
namely relations of production appropriate to a
given stage in the development of their material
forces of production. The totality of these re-
lations of production constitutes the economic
structure of society, the real foundation, on
which arises a legal and political superstruc-
ture and to which correspond definite forms
of consciousness. The mode of production of
material life conditions the general process of
social, political and intellectual life. It is not
the consciousness of men that determines their
existence, but their social existence that deter-
mines their consciousness. At a certain stage
of development, the material productive forces
of society come into conflict with the existing

relations of production or ̶this merely ex-
presses the same thing in legal terms ̶with
the property relations within the framework of
which they have operated hitherto. From forms
of development of the productive forces these
relations turn into their fetters. Then begins
an era of social revolution. The changes in
the economic foundation lead sooner or later
to the transformation of the whole immense
superstructure. In studying such transforma-
tions it is always necessary to distinguish be-
tween the material transformation of the eco-
nomic conditions of production, which can be
determined with the precision of natural sci-
ence, and the legal, political, religious, artistic
or philosophic ̶in short, ideological forms in
which men become conscious of this conflict
and fight it out. Just as one does not judge an
individual by what he thinks about himself, so
one cannot judge such a period of transforma-
tion by its consciousness, but, on the contrary,
this consciousness must be explained from the
contradictions of material life, from the con-
flict existing between the social forces of pro-
duction and the relations of production.”*[5]

Perhaps the most influential recent defense of this pas-
sage, and of relevant Marxian and Marxist assertions,
is G.A. Cohen's Karl Marx's Theory of History: A De-
fence.*[6]

1.2 Key implications in the study
and understanding of history

Many writers note that historical materialism represented
a revolution in human thought, and a break from previ-
ous ways of understanding the underlying basis of change
within various human societies. As Marx puts it,“a co-
herence arises in human history”*[7] because each gener-
ation inherits the productive forces developed previously
and in turn further develops them before passing them on
to the next generation. Further, this coherence increas-
ingly involves more of humanity the more the productive
forces develop and expand to bind people together in pro-
duction and exchange.
This understanding counters the notion that human his-
tory is simply a series of accidents, either without any un-
derlying cause or caused by supernatural beings or forces
exerting their will on society. This posits that history
is made as a result of struggle between different social
classes rooted in the underlying economic base.
Broadly, the importance of the study of history lies in the
ability of history to explain the present. John Bellamy
Foster asserts that historical materialism is important in
explaining history from a scientific perspective, by fol-
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lowing the scientific method, as opposed to belief-system
theories like Creationism and Intelligent Design, which
do not base their beliefs on verifiable facts and hypothe-
ses.*[8]

1.3 Marx's materialism

While the “historical”part of historical materialism
does not cause a comprehension problem (i.e., it means
the present is explained by analysing the past), the term
materialism is more difficult. Historical materialism uses

“materialism”to make two separate points, where the
truth or falsehood of one point does not affect the oth-
ers.
Firstly, there is metaphysical or philosophical material-
ism, in which matter-in-motion is considered primary
and thought about matter-in-motion, or thought about ab-
stractions, secondary.
Secondly, there is the notion that economic processes
form the material base of society upon which institutions
and ideas rest and from which they derive. While the
economy is the base structure of society, it does not fol-
low that everything in history is determined by the econ-
omy, just as every feature of a house is not determined by
its foundations. Thus, there is the idea that in the capitalist
mode of production the behaviour of actors in the mar-
ket economy (means of production, distribution and ex-
change, the relations of production) plays the major role
in configuring society.

1.4 The future

In his analysis of the movement of history, Marx pre-
dicted the breakdown of capitalism, and the establish-
ment in time of a communist society in which class-based
human conflict would be overcome. The means of pro-
duction would be held in the common ownership and used
for the common good. In the mention of“human liber-
ation”one should not neglect that, in the level of produc-
tion, solely the working class is the most oppressed. But
either way in the prediction of the future, one shall first
know of the past (i.e. the establishment of capitalism and
the transitional part of feudalism).

1.5 Marxist beliefs about history
“Society does not consist of individuals,

but expresses the sum of interrelations, the
relations within which these individuals stand.”
̶Karl Marx, Grundrisse, 1858*[9]

According toMarxist theorists, history develops in accor-
dance with the following observations:

1. Social progress is driven by progress in the mate-
rial, productive forces a society has at its disposal
(technology, labor, capital goods, etc.)

2. Humans are inevitably involved in production re-
lations (roughly speaking, economic relationships
or institutions), which constitute our most decisive
social relations.

3. Production relations progress, with a degree of in-
evitability, following and corresponding to the de-
velopment of the productive forces.

4. Relations of production help determine the degree
and types of the development of the forces of pro-
duction. For example, capitalism tends to increase
the rate at which the forces develop and stresses the
accumulation of capital.

5. Both productive forces and production relations
progress independently of mankind's strategic inten-
tions or will.

6. The superstructure̶the cultural and institutional
features of a society, its ideological materials̶is ul-
timately an expression of the mode of production
(which combines both the forces and relations of
production) on which the society is founded.

7. Every type of state is a powerful institution of the
ruling class; the state is an instrument which one
class uses to secure its rule and enforce its preferred
production relations (and its exploitation) onto soci-
ety.

8. State power is usually only transferred from one class
to another by social and political upheaval.

9. When a given style of production relations no longer
supports further progress in the productive forces,
either further progress is strangled, or 'revolution'
must occur.

10. The actual historical process is not predetermined
but depends on the class struggle, especially the or-
ganization and consciousness of the working class.

1.6 Alienation and freedom

Hunter-gatherer societies were structured so that the eco-
nomic forces and the political forces were one and the
same. The elements of force and relation operated to-
gether, harmoniously. In the feudal society, the political
forces of the kings and nobility had their relations with
the economic forces of the villages through serfdom. The
serfs, although not free, were tied to both forces and, thus,
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not completely alienated. Capitalism, Marx argued, com-
pletely separates the economic and political forces, leav-
ing them to have relations through a limiting government.
He takes the state to be a sign of this separation̶it exists
to manage the massive conflicts of interest which arise
between classes in all those societies based on property
relations.

1.7 History

Marx's attachment to materialism arose from his doctoral
research on the philosophy of Epicurus,*[10] as well as
his reading of Adam Smith and other writers in classi-
cal political economy. Historical materialism builds upon
the idea that became current in philosophy from the six-
teenth to eighteenth centuries that the development of hu-
man society has moved through a series of stages, from
hunting and gathering, through pastoralism and cultiva-
tion, to commercial society.*[11]
Friedrich Engels wrote:“I use 'historical materialism' to
designate the view of the course of history, which seeks
the ultimate causes and the great moving power of all im-
portant historic events in the economic development of
society, in the changes in the modes of production and
exchange, with the consequent division of society into
distinct classes and the struggles of these classes.”*[12]

1.8 Nations as a product of capital-
ism

According to historical materialism, nations arose at the
time of the appearance of capitalism on the basis of com-
munity of economic life, territory, language, certain fea-
tures of psychology, traditions of everyday life and cul-
ture. In the Manifesto of the Communist Party Marx and
Engels explained that the coming into existence of nations
was the result of class struggle, specifically of the capi-
talist class's attempts to overthrow the institutions of the
former ruling class. Prior to capitalism, nations did not
exist.*[13] The Marxist theory of the national question
was developed further and concretised by Lenin.*[14]
According to him, there are two opposite tendencies in
the development of nations under capitalism. One of
them is expressed in the activization of national life and
national movements against the oppressors. The other is
expressed in the expansion of links among nations, the
breaking down of barriers between them, the establish-
ment of a unified economy and of a world market.*[15]
See also: National personal autonomy

1.9 Warnings against misuse

See also: Economic determinism

“One has to “leave philosophy aside”
(Wigand, p. 187, cf. Hess, Die letzten
Philosophen, p. 8), one has to leap out of it
and devote oneself like an ordinary man to the
study of actuality, for which there exists also
an enormous amount of literary material, un-
known, of course, to the philosophers.... Phi-
losophy and the study of the actual world have
the same relation to one another as masturba-
tion and sexual love.”(KarlMarx and Friedrich
Engels, The German Ideology, International
Publishers, ed. Chris Arthur, p. 103)

Marx himself took care to indicate that he was only
proposing a guideline to historical research (Leitfaden or
Auffassung), and was not providing any substantive“the-
ory of history”or “grand philosophy of history”, let
alone a “master-key to history”. Numerous times, he
and Engels expressed irritation with dilettante academics
who sought to knock up their skimpy historical knowl-
edge as quickly as possible into some grand theoretical
system that would explain“everything”about history. To
their great annoyance, the materialist outlook was used as
an excuse for not studying history.
In the 1872 Preface to the French edition of Das Kapital
Vol. 1, Marx also emphasised that“There is no royal road
to science, and only those who do not dread the fatiguing
climb of its steep paths have a chance of gaining its lu-
minous summits”. Reaching a scientific understanding
was hard work. Conscientious, painstaking research was
required, instead of philosophical speculation and unwar-
ranted, sweeping generalizations.
But having abandoned abstract philosophical speculation
in his youth, Marx himself showed great reluctance dur-
ing the rest of his life about offering any generalities or
universal truths about human existence or human history.
The first explicit and systematic summary of the material-
ist interpretation of history published, Anti-Dühring, was
written by Friedrich Engels.
One of the aims of Engels's polemic Herr Eugen
Dühring's Revolution in Science (written with Marx's ap-
proval) was to ridicule the easy“world schematism”of
philosophers, who invented the latest wisdom from be-
hind their writing desks. Towards the end of his life, in
1877, Marx wrote a letter to the editor of the Russian
paper Otetchestvennye Zapisky, which significantly con-
tained the following disclaimer:

"[...] If Russia is tending to become a cap-
italist nation after the example of the Western
European countries, and during the last years
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she has been taking a lot of trouble in this direc-
tion̶she will not succeed without having first
transformed a good part of her peasants into
proletarians; and after that, once taken to the
bosom of the capitalist regime, she will experi-
ence its pitiless laws like other profane peoples.
That is all. But that is not enough for my critic.
He feels himself obliged to metamorphose my
historical sketch of the genesis of capitalism in
Western Europe into an historico-philosophic
theory of the marche generale imposed by fate
upon every people, whatever the historic cir-
cumstances in which it finds itself, in order that
it may ultimately arrive at the form of economy
which will ensure, together with the greatest
expansion of the productive powers of social
labor, the most complete development of man.
But I beg his pardon. (He is both honouring
and shaming me too much.)"

Marx goes on to illustrate how the same factors can in dif-
ferent historical contexts produce very different results,
so that quick and easy generalizations are not really pos-
sible. To indicate how seriously Marx took research, it is
interesting to note that when he died, his estate contained
several cubic metres of Russian statistical publications (it
was, as the old Marx observed, in Russia that his ideas
gained most influence).
But what is true is that insofar as Marx and Engels re-
garded historical processes as law-governed processes,
the possible future directions of historical development
were to a great extent limited and conditioned by what
happened before. Retrospectively, historical processes
could be understood to have happened by necessity in cer-
tain ways and not others, and to some extent at least, the
most likely variants of the future could be specified on the
basis of careful study of the known facts.
Towards the end of his life, Engels commented several
times about the abuse of historical materialism.
In a letter to Conrad Schmidt dated August 5, 1890, he
stated:

“And if this man (i.e., Paul Barth) has not
yet discovered that while the material mode
of existence is the primum agens this does not
preclude the ideological spheres from reacting
upon it in their turn, though with a secondary
effect, he cannot possibly have understood the
subject he is writing about. (...) The material-
ist conception of history has a lot of [dangerous
friends] nowadays, to whom it serves as an ex-
cuse for not studying history. Just asMarx used
to say, commenting on the French“Marxists”
of the late 70s: “All I know is that I am not a
Marxist.”(...) In general, the word“materi-
alistic”serves many of the younger writers in
Germany as amere phrase with which anything

and everything is labeled without further study,
that is, they stick on this label and then consider
the question disposed of. But our conception
of history is above all a guide to study, not a
lever for construction after the manner of the
Hegelian. All history must be studied afresh,
the conditions of existence of the different for-
mations of society must be examined individu-
ally before the attempt is made to deduce them
from the political, civil law, aesthetic, philo-
sophic, religious, etc., views corresponding to
them. Up to now but little has been done here
because only a few people have got down to
it seriously. In this field we can utilize heaps
of help, it is immensely big, anyone who will
work seriously can achieve much and distin-
guish himself. But instead of this too many of
the younger Germans simply make use of the
phrase historical materialism (and everything
can be turned into a phrase) only in order to
get their own relatively scanty historical knowl-
edge̶for economic history is still in its swad-
dling clothes! ̶constructed into a neat sys-
tem as quickly as possible, and they then deem
themselves something very tremendous. And
after that a Barth can come along and attack
the thing itself, which in his circle has indeed
been degraded to a mere phrase.”*[16]

Finally, in a letter to Franz Mehring dated 14 July 1893,
Engels stated:

"...there is only one other point lacking,
which, however, Marx and I always failed to
stress enough in our writings and in regard to
which we are all equally guilty. That is to
say, we all laid, and were bound to lay, the
main emphasis, in the first place, on the deriva-
tion of political, juridical and other ideologi-
cal notions, and of actions arising through the
medium of these notions, from basic economic
facts. But in so doing we neglected the formal
side̶the ways and means by which these no-
tions, etc., come about ̶for the sake of the
content. This has given our adversaries a wel-
come opportunity for misunderstandings, of
which Paul Barth is a striking example.”*[17]

1.10 In Marxist thought

In 1880, about three years before Marx died, Friedrich
Engels indicated that he accepted the usage of the term

“historical materialism”. Recalling the early days of the
new interpretation of history, he stated:

“We, at that time, were all materialists, or,
at least, very advanced free-thinkers, and to us
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it appeared inconceivable that almost all edu-
cated people in England should believe in all
sorts of impossible miracles, and that even ge-
ologists like Buckland and Mantell should con-
tort the facts of their science so as not to clash
too much with the myths of the book of Gene-
sis; while, in order to find people who dared to
use their own intellectual faculties with regard
to religious matters, you had to go amongst the
uneducated, the “great unwashed”, as they
were then called, the working people, espe-
cially the Owenite Socialists”.

(Preface to the English edition of his pam-
phlet Socialism: Utopian and Scientific)*[18]

In a foreword to his essay Ludwig Feuerbach and the End
of Classical German Philosophy (1886), three years af-
ter Marx's death, Engels claimed confidently that“In the
meantime, theMarxist world outlook has found represen-
tatives far beyond the boundaries of Germany and Europe
and in all the literary languages of the world.”*[19]
In his old age, Engels speculated about a new cosmology
or ontology which would show the principles of dialectics
to be universal features of reality. He also drafted an
article on The Part Played by Labour in the Transition
from Ape to Man, apparently a theory of anthropogenesis
which would integrate the insights of Marx and Charles
Darwin.*[20] (This is discussed by Charles Woolfson in
The Labour Theory of Culture: a Re-examination of En-
gels Theory of Human Origins).

At the very least, Marxism had now been born, and“his-
torical materialism”had become a distinct philosophical
doctrine, subsequently elaborated and systematised by in-
tellectuals like Eduard Bernstein, Karl Kautsky, Georgi
Plekhanov and Nikolai Bukharin. Even so, up to the
1930s many of Marx's earlier works were still unknown,
and in reality most self-styled Marxists had not read be-
yond Capital Vol. 1. Isaac Deutscher provides an anec-
dote about the knowledge of Marx in that era:
"Capital is a tough nut to crack, opined Ignacy Daszyński,
one of the best known socialist“people's tribunes”around
the turn of the 20th century, but anyhow he had not read
it. But, he said, Karl Kautsky had read it, and written
a popular summary of the first volume. He hadn't read
this either, but Kazimierz Kelles-Krauz, the party theo-
retician, had read Kautsky's pamphlet and summarised
it. He also had not read Kelles-Krauz's text, but the fi-
nancial expert of the party, Hermann Diamand, had read
it and had told him, i.e. Daszynski, everything about it”
.*[21]
After Vladimir Lenin's death in 1924, Marxism was
transformed into Marxism-Leninism and from there to
Maoism or Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought in
China which some regard as the“true doctrine”and oth-
ers as a“state religion”.

In the early years of the 20th century, historical mate-
rialism was often treated by socialist writers as inter-
changeable with dialectical materialism, a formulation
never used by Friedrich Engels however. According to
many Marxists influenced by Soviet Marxism, historical
materialism is a specifically sociological method, while
dialectical materialism refers to a more general, abstract,
philosophy. The Soviet orthodox Marxist tradition, in-
fluential for half a century, based itself on Joseph Stalin's
pamphlet Dialectical and Historical Materialism and on
textbooks issued by the“Institute of Marxism-Leninism
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union”.

1.11 Recent versions

Several scholars have argued that historical materialism
ought to be revised in the light of modern scientific
knowledge. Jürgen Habermas believes historical mate-
rialism “needs revision in many respects”, especially
because it has ignored the significance of communicative
action.
Göran Therborn has argued that the method of historical
materialism should be applied to historical materialism as
intellectual tradition, and to the history ofMarxism itself.
In the early 1980s, Paul Hirst and Barry Hindess elab-
orated a structural Marxism interpretation of historical
materialism.
Regulation theory, especially in the work of Michel Agli-
etta draws extensively on historical materialism.
Spiral dynamics shows similarities to historical material-
ism.

1.12 Criticisms

Philosopher of science Karl Popper, in his Conjectures
and Refutations, critiqued such claims of the explana-
tory power or valid application of historical materialism
by arguing that it could explain or explain away any fact
brought before it, making it unfalsifiable.
In his 1940 essay Theses on the Philosophy of History,
scholar Walter Benjamin compares historical material-
ism to The Turk, an 18th-century device which was pro-
moted as a mechanized automaton which could defeat
skilled chess players but actually concealed a human who
controlled the machine. Benjamin suggested that, despite
Marx's claims to scientific objectivity, historical materi-
alism was actually quasi-religious. Like the Turk, wrote
Benjamin, "[t]he puppet called 'historical materialism' is
always supposed to win. It can do this with no further
ado against any opponent, so long as it employs the ser-
vices of theology, which as everyone knows is small and
ugly and must be kept out of sight.”Benjamin's friend
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and colleague Gershom Scholem would argue that Ben-
jamin's critique of historical materialism was so defini-
tive that, as Mark Lilla would write, “nothing remains
of historical materialism [...] but the term itself.*[22] It
is important to note, however, that Benjamin was arguing
against a mechanistic form of historical materialist expla-
nation then prevalent in Stalin's Russia, and was himself
a committed, if unorthodox, Marxist. Later in“On the
Concept of History,”he writes: “Class struggle, which
for a historian schooled in Marx is always in evidence, is
a fight for the crude and material things without which
no refined and spiritual things could exist. [...] There is
no document of culture which is not at the same time a
document of barbarism. And just as such a document is
never free of barbarism, so barbarism taints themanner in
which it was transmitted from one hand to another. The
historical materialist therefore dissociates himself from
this process of transmission as far as possible. He regards
it as his task to brush history against the grain.”*[23]
Underlying the dispute among historians are the differ-
ent assumptions made about the definition or concept of
"history" and "historiography". Different historians take
a different view of what it is all about, and what the pos-
sibilities of historical and social scientific knowledge are.

1.13 See also

• Economic determinism

• Fundamentals of Marxism–Leninism

• Marx's theory of history

• Marxist historiography

• Orthodox Marxism

• Parametric determinism

• Historical Materialism

• Theory of historical trajectory
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Chapter 2

Dialectical materialism

Dialectical materialism (sometimes abbreviated dia-
mat) is a philosophy of science and nature, based on
the writings of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, and de-
veloped largely in Russia and the Soviet Union.*[1]*[2]
Inspired by dialectic and materialist philosophical tradi-
tions, it accepts evolution of the natural world and the
emergence of new qualities of being at new stages of evo-
lution. As Z. A. Jordan notes,“Engels made constant use
of the metaphysical insight that the higher level of exis-
tence emerges from and has its roots in the lower; that
the higher level constitutes a new order of being with its
irreducible laws; and that this process of evolutionary ad-
vance is governed by laws of development which reflect
basic properties of 'matter in motion as a whole'.”*[3]
The formulation of the Soviet version of dialectical and
historical materialism in the 1930s by Joseph Stalin and
his associates (such as in Stalin's book Dialectical and
Historical Materialism) became the“official”Soviet in-
terpretation of Marxism. It was codified and popularized
in text books which were required reading in the Soviet
Union as well as some Eastern European countries. It
was exported to China as the“official”interpretation of
Marxism but has since been widely rejected in China in
the Soviet formulation.
A Soviet philosophical encyclopedia of the 1960s speaks
of the evolution of complexity in nature as follows:“This
whole series of forms (mechanical, physical, chemical,
biological and social) is distributed according to com-
plexity from lower to higher. This seriation expresses
their mutual bonds in terms of structure and in terms of
history. The general laws of the lower forms of the mo-
tion of matter keep their validity for all the higher forms
but they are subject to the higher laws and do not have
a prominent role. They change their activity because of
changed circumstances. Laws can be general or specific,
depending on their range of applicability. The specific
laws fall under the special sciences and the general laws
are the province of diamat.”*[4] Each level of matter ex-
ists as a type of organization, in which the elements that
make up a whole, or system, are marked by a specific type
of interconnection.

2.1 The term

The term dialectical materialism was coined in 1887 by
Joseph Dietzgen, a socialist tanner who corresponded
withMarx, during and after the failed 1848 German Rev-
olution. As a philosopher, Dietzgen had constructed the
theory of dialectical materialism independently of Marx
and Engels.*[5] Casual mention of the term dialectical
materialism is also found in the biography Frederick En-
gels, by philosopher Karl Kautsky,*[6] written in the same
year. Marx himself had talked about the “materialist
conception of history”, which was later referred to as
"historical materialism" by Engels. Engels further ex-
posed the “materialist dialectic”in his Dialectics of
Nature in 1883. The term dialectical materialism was
never used either byMarx or Engels, however.*[7] Georgi
Plekhanov, the father of Russian Marxism, later intro-
duced the term dialectical materialism to Marxist litera-
ture.*[8] Joseph Stalin further delineated and defined di-
alectical and historical materialism as the world outlook
of Marxism-Leninism, and as a method to study society
and its history.*[9]

2.2 Historical background

Marx and Engels each began their adulthood as Young
Hegelians, one of several groups of intellectuals in-
spired by the philosopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich
Hegel.*[10]*[11] Marx's doctoral thesis, The Difference
Between the Democritean and Epicurean Philosophy of
Nature, was concerned with the atomism of Epicurus
and Democritus, which is considered the foundation of
materialist philosophy. Marx was also familiar with
Lucretius's theory of clinamen. Marx and Engels both
concluded that Hegelian philosophy, at least as inter-
preted by their former colleagues, was too abstract and
was being misapplied in attempts to explain the social
injustice in recently industrializing countries such as
Germany, France, and the United Kingdom, which was
a growing concern in the early 1840s.*[11]
In contrast to the conventional Hegelian dialectic of the
day, which emphasized the idealist observation that hu-
man experience is dependent on the mind's perceptions,
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Marx developed Marxist dialectics, which emphasized
the materialist view that the world of the concrete shapes
socioeconomic interactions and that those in turn deter-
mine sociopolitical reality.*[10]Whereas someHegelians
blamed religious alienation (estrangement from the tradi-
tional comforts of religion) for societal ills, Marx and En-
gels concluded that alienation from economic and politi-
cal autonomy, coupled with exploitation and poverty, was
the real culprit.*[11] In keeping with dialectical ideas,
Marx and Engels thus created an alternative theory, not
only of why the world is the way it is, but also of which
actions people should take to make it the way it ought to
be. In Theses on Feuerbach (1845), Marx wrote, “The
philosophers have only interpreted the world, in various
ways. The point, however, is to change it.”*[10] Di-
alectical materialism is thus closely related to Marx's and
Engels's historical materialism (and has sometimes been
viewed as synonymous with it). Marx rejected the lan-
guage of "thesis, antithesis, synthesis".*[7]
Dialectical materialism is an aspect of the broader sub-
ject of materialism, which asserts the primacy of the ma-
terial world: in short, matter precedes thought. Materi-
alism is a realist philosophy of science,*[12] which holds
that the world is material; that all phenomena in the uni-
verse consist of“matter in motion,”wherein all things
are interdependent and interconnected and develop ac-
cording to natural law; that the world exists outside us
and independently of our perception of it; that thought is
a reflection of the material world in the brain, and that
the world is in principle knowable. Marx criticized clas-
sical materialism as another idealist philosophy̶ideal-
ist because of its transhistorical understanding of mate-
rial contexts. The Young Hegelian Ludwig Feuerbach
had rejected Hegel's idealistic philosophy and advocated
materialism.*[13] Despite being strongly influenced by
Feuerbach,*[13] Marx rejected Feuerbach's version of
materialism as inconsistent.*[14] The writings of Engels,
especially Anti-Dühring (1878) and Dialectics of Nature
(1875–82), were the source of the main doctrines of di-
alectical materialism.*[7]

2.3 Marx's dialectics

The concept of dialectical materialism emerges from
statements by Marx in the preface to his magnum opus,
Capital. There Marx says he intends to use Hegelian di-
alectics but in revised form. He defends Hegel against
those who view him as a“dead dog”and then says,“I
openly avowed myself as the pupil of that mighty thinker
[Hegel].”*[15] Marx credits Hegel with“being the first
to present [dialectic's] form of working in a comprehen-
sive and conscious manner”. But he then criticizes Hegel
for turning dialectics upside down:“With him it is stand-
ing on its head. It must be turned right side up again, if
you would discover the rational kernel within the mystical
shell.”*[16]

Marx's criticism of Hegel asserts that Hegel's dialectics
go astray by dealing with ideas, with the human mind.
Hegel's dialectic, Marx says, inappropriately concerns

“the process of the human brain"; it focuses on ideas.
Hegel's thought is in fact sometimes called dialectical
idealism. Marx believed that dialectics should deal not
with the mental world of ideas but with “the material
world”, the world of production and other economic ac-
tivity.*[16]
For Marx, human history cannot be fitted into any neat
a priori schema. He explicitly rejects the idea of Hegel's
followers that history can be understood as “a person
apart, a metaphysical subject of which real human indi-
viduals are but the bearers”.*[17] To interpret history
as though previous social formations have somehow been
aiming themselves toward the present state of affairs is

“to misunderstand the historical movement by which the
successive generations transformed the results acquired
by the generations that preceded them”.*[18] Marx's re-
jection of this sort of teleology was one reason for his
enthusiastic (though not entirely uncritical) reception of
Darwin's theory of natural selection.*[19]
For Marx, dialectics is not a formula for generating pre-
determined outcomes, but is a method for the empirical
study of social processes in terms of interrelations, de-
velopment, and transformation. In his introduction to
the Penguin edition of Marx's Capital, Ernest Mandel
writes, “When the dialectical method is applied to the
study of economic problems, economic phenomena are
not viewed separately from each other, by bits and pieces,
but in their inner connection as an integrated totality,
structured around, and by, a basic predominant mode of
production.”*[20]
Marx's own writings are almost exclusively concerned
with understanding human history in terms of systemic
processes, based on modes of production (broadly speak-
ing, the ways in which societies are organized to employ
their technological powers to interact with their mate-
rial surroundings). This is called historical materialism.
More narrowly, within the framework of this general the-
ory of history, most of Marx's writing is devoted to an
analysis of the specific structure and development of the
capitalist economy.
For his part, Engels applies a “dialectical”approach
to the natural world in general, arguing that contem-
porary science is increasingly recognizing the necessity
of viewing natural processes in terms of interconnected-
ness, development, and transformation. Some scholars
have doubted that Engels's “dialectics of nature”is a
legitimate extension of Marx's approach to social pro-
cesses.*[21]*[22]*[23]*[24] Other scholars have argued
that despite Marx's insistence that humans are natural be-
ings in an evolving, mutual relationship with the rest of
nature, Marx's own writings pay inadequate attention to
the ways in which human agency is constrained by such
factors as biology, geography, and ecology.*[25]*[26]
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2.4 Engels's dialectics

Engels postulated three laws of dialectics from his reading
of Hegel's Science of Logic.*[27] Engels elucidated these
laws as thematerialist dialectic in his workDialectics of
Nature:

1. The law of the unity and conflict of opposites

2. The law of the passage of quantitative changes into
qualitative changes

3. The law of the negation of the negation

The first law, which originates with the ancient Ionian
philosopher Heraclitus,*[28] was seen by both Hegel and
Vladimir Lenin as the central feature of a dialectical un-
derstanding of things:

It is in this dialectic as it is here under-
stood, that is, in the grasping of oppositions in
their unity, or of the positive in the negative,
that speculative thought consists. It is the most
important aspect of dialectic.
̶Hegel, Science of Logic, § 69, (p 56 in the
Miller edition)

The splitting of a single whole and the
cognition of its contradictory parts is the
essence (one of the“essentials”, one of the
principal, if not the principal, characteristics
or features) of dialectics. That is precisely
how Hegel, too, puts the matter.
̶Lenin's Collected Works VOLUME 38,
p359: On the question of dialectics.

The second law Hegel took from Ancient Greek philoso-
phers, notably the paradox of the heap, and explanation
by Aristotle,*[29] and it is equated with what scientists
call phase transitions. It may be traced to the ancient
Ionian philosophers, particularly Anaximenes*[30] from
whom Aristotle, Hegel, and Engels inherited the concept.
For all these authors, one of the main illustrations is the
phase transitions of water. There has also been an effort
to apply this mechanism to social phenomena, whereby
population increases result in changes in social structure.
The law of the passage of quantitative changes into quali-
tative changes can also be applied to the process of social
change and class conflict.*[31]
The third law, “negation of the negation”, originated
with Hegel. Although Hegel coined the term“negation
of the negation”, it gained its fame from Marx's using it
in Capital. There Marx wrote this: “The [death] knell
of capitalist private property sounds. The expropriators

[capitalists] are expropriated. The capitalist mode of ap-
propriation, the result of the capitalist mode of produc-
tion, produces capitalist private property. This is the first
negation [antithesis] of individual private property. [The

“first negation”, or antithesis, negates the thesis, which in
this instance is feudalism, the economic system that pre-
ceded capitalism.] ... But capitalist production begets,
with the inexorability of a law of Nature, its own nega-
tion. It [final communism, the synthesis] is the negation
of [the] negation.”*[32]
In drawing up these laws, Engels presupposes a holistic
approach outlined above and in Lenin's three elements of
dialectic below, and emphasizes elsewhere that all things
are in motion.*[33] The discovery that heat was actually
the movement of atoms or molecules was the very latest
science of the period in which Engels was writing.
Z. A. Jordan notes, “Engels made constant use of the
metaphysical insight that the higher level of existence
emerges from and has its roots in the lower; that the higher
level constitutes a new order of being with its irreducible
laws; and that this process of evolutionary advance is gov-
erned by laws of development which reflect basic proper-
ties of 'matter in motion as a whole'.”*[3]

2.5 Lenin's contributions

After reading Hegel's Science of Logic in 1914, Lenin
made some brief notes outlining three “elements”of
logic.*[34] They are:

1. The determination of the concept out of itself [the
thing itself must be considered in its relations and in
its development];

2. The contradictory nature of the thing itself (the
other of itself), the contradictory forces and tenden-
cies in each phenomenon;

3. The union of analysis and synthesis.

Lenin develops these in a further series of notes, and ap-
pears to argue that“the transition of quantity into quality
and vice versa”is an example of the unity and opposition
of opposites expressed tentatively as“not only the unity
of opposites, but the transitions of every determination,
quality, feature, side, property into every other [into its
opposite?].”
Also, in his essay“On the Question of Dialectics”, Lenin
stated that“Development is the“struggle”of opposites.”
He stated that “The unity (coincidence, identity, equal
action) of opposites is conditional, temporary, transitory,
relative. The struggle of mutually exclusive opposites is
absolute, just as development and motion are absolute.”
*[35]
In Materialism and Empiriocriticism (1908), Lenin ex-
plained dialectical materialism as three axes: (i) the
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materialist inversion of Hegelian dialectics, (ii) the
historicity of ethical principles ordered to class struggle,
and (iii) the convergence of "laws of evolution" in physics
(Helmholtz), biology (Darwin), and in political economy
(Marx). Hence, Lenin was philosophically positioned
between historicist Marxism (Labriola) and determinist
Marxism̶a political position close to "social Darwin-
ism" (Kautsky). Moreover, late century discoveries in
physics (x-rays, electrons), and the beginning of quantum
mechanics, philosophically challenged previous concep-
tions of matter and materialism, thus Matter seemed to
be disappearing. Lenin disagreed:

'Matter disappears' means that the limit
within which we have hitherto known matter
disappears, and that our knowledge is penetrat-
ing deeper; properties of matter are disappear-
ing that formerly seemed absolute, immutable,
and primary, and which are now revealed to be
relative and characteristic only of certain states
of matter. For the sole 'property' of matter,
with whose recognition philosophical material-
ism is bound up, is the property of being an ob-
jective reality, of existing outside of the mind.

Lenin was developing the work of Engels, who said that
“with each epoch-making discovery, even in the sphere
of natural science, materialism has to change its form.”
*[36] One of Lenin's challenges was distancing material-
ism, as a viable philosophical outlook, from the“vulgar
materialism”expressed in the statement“the brain se-
cretes thought in the same way as the liver secretes bile”
(attributed to 18th-century physician Pierre Jean Georges
Cabanis, 1757–1808);“metaphysical materialism”(mat-
ter composed of immutable particles); and 19th-century

“mechanical materialism”(matter as random molecules
interacting per the laws of mechanics). The philosophic
solution that Lenin (and Engels) proposed was“dialecti-
cal materialism”, wherein matter is defined as objective
reality, theoretically consistent with (new) developments
occurred in the sciences.
Lenin reassessed Feuerbach's philosophy and concluded
that it is in line with dialectical materialism.*[14]

2.6 Lukács's contributions

György Lukács, minister of Culture in the brief Béla Kun
government of the Hungarian Soviet Republic (1919),
published History and Class Consciousness (1923), in
which he defined dialectical materialism as the knowl-
edge of society as a whole, knowledge which, in itself,
was immediately the class consciousness of the prole-
tariat. In the first chapter“What is OrthodoxMarxism?",
Lukács defined orthodoxy as fidelity to the “Marxist
method”, not fidelity to“dogmas":

Orthodox Marxism, therefore, does not
imply the uncritical acceptance of the results
of Marx's investigations. It is not the“belief”
in this or that thesis, nor the exegesis of a“sa-
cred”book. On the contrary, orthodoxy refers
exclusively to method. It is the scientific con-
viction that dialectical materialism is the road
to truth, and that its methods can be developed,
expanded, and deepened, only along the lines
laid down by its founders. (§1)

In his later works and actions, Lukács became a leader
of Democratic Marxism. In the 1960s his associates,
which became known as the Budapest School. He and
his associates became sharply critical of the formulation
of dialectical materialism in the Soviet Union that was
exported to those countries under its control. He modi-
fied many of his formulations in his 1923 works and went
on to develop a Marxist ontology and played an active
role in democratic movements in Hungary in 1956 and
the 1960s.
Lukács philosophical criticism of Marxist revisionism
proposed an intellectual return to Marxist method. As
did Louis Althusser, who later defined Marxism and
psychoanalysis as“conflictual sciences";*[37] that polit-
ical factions and revisionism are inherent to Marxist the-
ory and political praxis, because dialectical materialism
is the philosophic product of class struggle:

For this reason, the task of orthodox
Marxism, its victory over Revisionism and
utopianism can never mean the defeat, once
and for all, of false tendencies. It is an ever-
renewed struggle against the insidious effects
of bourgeois ideology on the thought of the
proletariat. Marxist orthodoxy is no guardian
of traditions, it is the eternally vigilant prophet
proclaiming the relation between the tasks of
the immediate present and the totality of the
historical process. (§5)

Moreover,“the premise of dialectical materialism is, we
recall: 'It is not men's consciousness that determines their
existence, but, on the contrary, their social existence that
determines their consciousness'. ... Only when the core
of existence stands revealed as a social process can exis-
tence be seen as the product, albeit the hitherto uncon-
scious product, of human activity”. (§5) Philosophically
aligned with Marx is the criticism of the individualist,
bourgeois philosophy of the subject, which is founded
upon the voluntary and conscious subject. Against said
ideology is the primacy of social relations. Existence ̶
and thus the world̶is the product of human activity; but
this can be seen only by accepting the primacy of social
process on individual consciousness. This type of con-
sciousness is an effect of ideological mystification.
Yet, at the 5th Congress of the Communist Interna-
tional (July 1924), Grigory Zinoviev formally denounced
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Lukács's heterodox definition of orthodox Marxism as
exclusively derived from fidelity to the“Marxist method”
, and not to Communist party dogmas; and denounced the
Marxism developments of the German theorist Karl Ko-
rsch.

2.7 Stalin's contributions

In the 1930s Joseph Stalin and his associates formulated
a version of dialectical and historical materialism that be-
came the“official”Soviet interpretation of Marxism. It
was codified in Stalin's work, Dialectical and Historical
Materialism (1938), and popularized in text books used
for compulsory education within the Soviet Union and
throughout the Eastern Bloc. It was exported to China
as the“official”interpretation of Marxism but has since
then been widely rejected in China in its Soviet formula-
tion.

2.8 Mao's contributions

In On Contradiction (1937), Mao outlined a version of di-
alectical materialism that subsumed two of Engels's three
principal laws of dialectics,“the transformation of quan-
tity into quality”and“the negation of the negation”as
sub-laws (and not principal laws of their own) of the first
law,“the unity and interpenetration of opposites”.

2.9 As a heuristic in biology and
elsewhere

Historian of science Loren Graham has detailed at length
the role played by dialectical materialism in the Soviet
Union in disciplines as diverse as biology, psychology,
chemistry, cybernetics, quantum mechanics, and cosmol-
ogy. He has concluded that, despite the Lysenko period in
genetics and constraints on free inquiry imposed by po-
litical authorities, dialectical materialism had a positive
influence on the work of many Soviet scientists.*[38]
Some evolutionary biologists, such as Richard Lewontin
and the late Stephen Jay Gould, have tried to employ di-
alectical materialism in their approach. They view dialec-
tics as playing a precautionary heuristic role in their work.
From Lewontin's perspective, we get this idea:

Dialectical materialism is not, and never
has been, a programmatic method for solving
particular physical problems. Rather, a dialec-
tical analysis provides an overview and a set of
warning signs against particular forms of dog-
matism and narrowness of thought. It tells us,

“Remember that history may leave an impor-
tant trace. Remember that being and becom-

ing are dual aspects of nature. Remember that
conditions change and that the conditions nec-
essary to the initiation of some process may
be destroyed by the process itself. Remem-
ber to pay attention to real objects in time and
space and not lose them in utterly idealized ab-
stractions. Remember that qualitative effects
of context and interaction may be lost when
phenomena are isolated”. And above all else,

“Remember that all the other caveats are only
reminders and warning signs whose application
to different circumstances of the real world is
contingent.”*[39]

Gould shared similar views regarding a heuristic role for
dialectical materialism. He wrote that“dialectical think-
ing should be taken more seriously by Western scholars,
not discarded because some nations of the second world
have constructed a cardboard version as an official polit-
ical doctrine”.*[40] Furthermore,

when presented as guidelines for a philos-
ophy of change, not as dogmatic precepts true
by fiat, the three classical laws of dialectics em-
body a holistic vision that views change as in-
teraction among components of complete sys-
tems, and sees the components themselves not
as a priori entities, but as both products and
inputs to the system. Thus, the law of“inter-
penetrating opposites”records the inextricable
interdependence of components: the “trans-
formation of quantity to quality”defends a
systems-based view of change that translates
incremental inputs into alterations of state; and
the“negation of negation”describes the direc-
tion given to history because complex systems
cannot revert exactly to previous states.*[41]

This heuristic was also applied to the theory of punctuated
equilibrium proposed byNiles Eldredge andGould. They
wrote that “history, as Hegel said, moves upward in
a spiral of negations”, and that “punctuated equilib-
ria is a model for discontinuous tempos of change (in)
the process of speciation and the deployment of species
in geological time.”*[42] They noted that“the law of
transformation of quantity into quality”,“holds that a
new quality emerges in a leap as the slow accumulation
of quantitative changes, long resisted by a stable system,
finally forces it rapidly from one state into another”, a
phenomenon described in some disciplines as a paradigm
shift. Apart from the commonly cited example of water
turning to steam with increased temperature, Gould and
Eldredge noted another analogy in information theory,

“with its jargon of equilibrium, steady state, and home-
ostasis maintained by negative feedback", and“extremely
rapid transitions that occur with positive feedback".*[43]
Lewontin, Gould and Eldredge were thus more interested
in dialectical materialism as a heuristic, than a dogmatic
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form of 'truth' or a statement of their politics. Neverthe-
less, they found a readiness for critics to“seize upon”key
statements*[44] and portray punctuated equilibrium, and
exercises associated with it, such as public exhibitions, as
a“Marxist plot”.*[45]

2.10 Philosophical evaluations

Some critics argue against dialectical materialism on ac-
count of its adherence to a purely materialist worldview,
while others have objections to the dialectic method it
employs. There are critics, such as the Marxist Alain Ba-
diou, who dispute the way the concept is interpreted.*[46]
Joseph Needham, an influential historian of science and
a Christian who nonetheless was an adherent of di-
alectical materialism, suggested that a more appropriate
term might be “dialectical organicism”.*[47] Leszek
Kołakowski, writing inMain Currents ofMarxism (1976),
argued that dialectical materialism consists partly of“tru-
isms with no specific Marxist content”, partly of“philo-
sophical dogmas”, partly of nonsense, and partly of
statements that̶depending on how they are interpreted
̶could be any of these things.*[48] Max Eastman ar-
gued that dialectical materialism lacks a psychological
basis.*[49]
Philosopher Allen Wood argued that, in its form as an
official Soviet philosophy, dialectical materialism was
doomed to be superficial because “creativity or critical
thinking”were impossible in an authoritarian environ-
ment. Nevertheless, he considered the basic aims and
principles of dialectical materialism to be in harmony
with rational scientific thought.*[7]

2.11 See also

2.12 Further reading

• Materialism and the Dialectical Method, Maurice
Cornforth

• Dialectical Materialism, Alexander Spirkin

• Spirkin, Alexander (1990). Fundamentals of Philos-
ophy (DjVu, PDF, etc.). Sergei Syrovatkin (trans.).
Moscow: Progress Publishers. ISBN 5-01-002582-
5. Retrieved 2011-01-22 This systematic exposi-
tion of dialectical and historical materialism was
awarded a prize at a competition of textbooks for
students of higher educational establishments; first
published in Russian as "Основы философии".

• Ludwig Feuerbach and the End of Classical German
Philosophy, Friedrich Engels

• Anti-Dühring, Friedrich Engels

• Dialectics of Nature, Friedrich Engels

• Materialism and Empirio-Criticism, V. I. Lenin

• On the Question of Dialectics, V. I. Lenin

• Dialectical and Historical Materialism, Joseph Stalin

• On the Materialist Dialectic, Louis Althusser

• Dialectical Materialism, V. G. Afanasyev

• Oizerman T. I.; H. Campbell Creighton, M. A.
(translator, Oxon) (1988), The main Trends in Phi-
losophy. A Theoretical Analysis of the History of
Philosophy., Moscow: Progress Publishers, ISBN
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alectique dans les sciences, Hermann, 476p., 2012
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• Tucker, Robert, Philosophy and Myth in Karl Marx
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Press, 1961).
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Chapter 3

Natural history

For other uses, see Natural history (disambiguation).
“Naturalist”redirects here. For other uses, see Naturalist
(disambiguation).

Tables of natural history, from Ephraim Chambers's 1728
Cyclopaedia

Natural history is the research and study of organisms
including animals, fungi and plants in their environment,
leaning more towards observational than experimental
methods of study. It encompasses scientific research but
is not limited to it, with articles nowadays more often
published in science magazines than in academic jour-
nals.*[1] Grouped among the natural sciences, natural
history is the systematic study of any category of natural

objects or organisms.*[2] That is a very broad designation
in a world filled with many narrowly focused disciplines.
So while natural history dates historically from studies in
the ancient Greco-Roman world and the mediaeval Ara-
bic world, through to European Renaissance naturalists
working in near isolation, today's field is more of a cross
discipline umbrella of many specialty sciences. For ex-
ample, geobiology has a strong multi-disciplinary nature
combining scientists and scientific knowledge of many
specialty sciences.
A person who studies natural history is known as a natu-
ralist or natural historian.

3.1 Definitions

3.1.1 Before 1900
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The English term “natural history”is a translation of
the Latin historia naturalis. Its meaning has narrowed
progressively with time, while the meaning of the related
term“nature”has widened (see also History below). In
antiquity, it covered essentially anything connected with
nature or which used materials drawn from nature. For
example, Pliny the Elder's encyclopedia of this title, pub-
lished circa 77 to 79 AD, covers astronomy, geography,
man and his technology, medicine and superstition as well
as animals and plants.
Medieval European academics considered knowledge to
have two main divisions: the humanities (primarily what
is now known as classics) and divinity, with science stud-
ied largely through texts rather than observation or experi-
ment. The study of nature revived in the Renaissance, and
quickly became a third branch of academic knowledge,
itself divided into descriptive natural history and natural
philosophy, the analytical study of nature. In modern
terms, natural philosophy roughly corresponded to mod-
ern physics and chemistry, while natural history included
the biological and geological sciences. The two were
strongly associated. During the heyday of the gentleman
scientists, many people contributed to both fields, and
early papers in both were commonly read at professional
science society meetings such as the Royal Society and
the French Academy of Sciences – both founded during
the seventeenth century.
Natural history had been encouraged by practical mo-
tives, such as Linnaeus' aspiration to improve the eco-
nomic condition of Sweden.*[3] Similarly, the Industrial
Revolution prompted the development of geology to help
find useful mineral deposits.*[4]
The astronomer, William Herschel was also a natural his-
torian. Instead of working with plants or minerals he
worked with the stars. He spent his time building tele-
scopes to see the stars and the rest of the time watching
the stars. In the beginning, he believed there to be an
object known as a nebulae, but then later realized it was
just another stage in star development. Herschel can be
considered a natural historian because he observed the
natural world and attempted to understand it. In the pro-
cess he made charts of all the stars and kept records of
all that he saw (while his sister Caroline did all the docu-
menting).*[5]

3.1.2 Since 1900

Modern definitions of natural history come from a variety
of fields and sources, and many of the modern definitions
emphasize a particular aspect of the field, creating a plu-
rality of definitions with a number of common themes
among them. For example, while natural history is most
often defined as a type of observation and a subject of
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study, it can also be defined as a body of knowledge, and
as a craft or a practice, in which the emphasis is placed
more on the observer than on the observed.*[6]

A natural history collection in a French public secondary school

Definitions from biologists often focus on the scientific
study of individual organisms in their environment, as
seen in this definition by Marston Bates: “Natural his-
tory is the study of animals and Plants – of organisms.
... I like to think, then, of natural history as the study of
life at the level of the individual – of what plants and an-
imals do, how they react to each other and their environ-
ment, how they are organized into larger groupings like
populations and communities”*[7] and this more recent
definition by D.S. Wilcove and T. Eisner: “The close
observation of organisms̶their origins, their evolution,
their behavior, and their relationships with other species”
.*[8] This focus on organisms in their environment is also
echoed by H.W. Greene and J.B. Losos: “Natural his-
tory focuses on where organisms are and what they do in
their environment, including interactions with other or-
ganisms. It encompasses changes in internal states insofar
as they pertain to what organisms do”.*[9] Some defini-
tions go further, focusing on direct observation of organ-
isms in their environment, both past and present, such as
this one by G.A. Bartholomew:“A student of natural his-
tory, or a naturalist, studies the world by observing plants
and animals directly. Because organisms are functionally
inseparable from the environment in which they live and
because their structure and function cannot be adequately
interpreted without knowing some of their evolutionary
history, the study of natural history embraces the study
of fossils as well as physiographic and other aspects of
the physical environment”.*[10] A common thread in
many definitions of natural history is the inclusion of a
descriptive component, as seen in a recent definition by
H.W. Greene:“Descriptive ecology and ethology”.*[11]
Several authors have argued for a more expansive view
of natural history, including S. Herman, who defines the
field as“the scientific study of plants and animals in their
natural environments. It is concerned with levels of orga-
nization from the individual organism to the ecosystem,
and stresses identification, life history, distribution, abun-
dance, and inter-relationships. It often and appropriately
includes an esthetic component”,*[12] and T. Fleischner,

who defines the field even more broadly, as “A prac-
tice of intentional, focused attentiveness and receptivity
to the more-than-human world, guided by honesty and
accuracy”.*[13] These definitions explicitly include the
arts in the field of natural history, and are aligned with the
broad definition outlined by B. Lopez, who defines the
field as the“Patient interrogation of a landscape”while
referring to the natural history knowledge of the Eskimo
(Inuit).*[14]
A slightly different framework for natural history, cov-
ering a similar range of themes, is also implied in the
scope of work encompassed by many leading natural his-
tory museums, which often include elements of anthro-
pology, geology, paleontology and astronomy along with
botany and zoology,*[15]*[16] or include both cultural
and natural components of the world.*[17]
The plurality of definitions for this field has been recog-
nized as both a weakness and a strength, and a range of
definitions have recently been offered by practitioners in
a recent collection of views on natural history.*[18]

3.2 History

3.2.1 Ancient times

Blackberry from the 6th century Vienna Dioscuridesmanuscript

Natural history begins with Aristotle and other ancient
philosophers who analyzed the diversity of the natural
world. Natural history was understood by Pliny the El-
der to cover anything that could be found in the world,
including living things, geology, astronomy, technology,
art and man.*[19]
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De Materia Medica was written between 50 and 70 AD
by Pedanius Dioscorides, a Roman physician of Greek
origin. It was widely read for more than 1,500 years un-
til supplanted in the Renaissance, making it one of the
longest-lasting of all natural history books.
From the ancient Greeks until the work of Carl Lin-
naeus and other 18th century naturalists, a major concept
of natural history was the scala naturae or Great Chain
of Being, an arrangement of minerals, vegetables, more
primitive forms of animals, and more complex life forms
on a linear scale of supposedly increasing perfection, cul-
minating in our species.*[20]

3.2.2 Medieval

Natural history was basically static through the Middle
Ages in Europe – although in the Arabic and Oriental
world it proceeded at a much brisker pace. From the
thirteenth century, the work of Aristotle was adapted
rather rigidly into Christian philosophy, particularly by
Thomas Aquinas, forming the basis for natural theology.
During the Renaissance, scholars (herbalists and human-
ists, particularly) returned to direct observation of plants
and animals for natural history, and many began to ac-
cumulate large collections of exotic specimens and un-
usual monsters. Leonhart Fuchs was one of the three
founding fathers of botany, along with Otto Brunfels and
Hieronymus Bock. Other important contributors to the
field were Valerius Cordus, Konrad Gesner (Historiae
animalium), Frederik Ruysch, or Gaspard Bauhin.*[21]
The rapid increase in the number of known organisms
prompted many attempts at classifying and organizing
species into taxonomic groups, culminating in the system
of the Swedish naturalist Carl Linnaeus.*[21]

3.2.3 Birth of scientific biology

A significant contribution to English natural history
was made by parson-naturalists such as Gilbert White,
William Kirby, John George Wood, and John Ray, who
wrote about plants, animals, and other aspects of na-
ture. Many of these men wrote about nature to make the
natural theology argument for the existence or goodness
of God.*[22]
In modern Europe, professional disciplines such as
botany, geology, mycology, palaeontology, physiology
and zoology were formed. Natural history, formerly
the main subject taught by college science professors,
was increasingly scorned by scientists of a more spe-
cialized manner and relegated to an “amateur”activ-
ity, rather than a part of science proper. In Victo-
rian Scotland it was believed that the study of natural
history contributed to good mental health.*[23] Partic-
ularly in Britain and the United States, this grew into
specialist hobbies such as the study of birds, butterflies,
seashells (malacology/conchology), beetles and wildflow-

Georges Buffon is best remembered for his Histoire naturelle, a
44 volume encyclopedia describing everything known about the
natural world.

ers; meanwhile, scientists tried to define a unified disci-
pline of biology (though with only partial success, at least
until the modern evolutionary synthesis). Still, the tra-
ditions of natural history continue to play a part in the
study of biology, especially ecology (the study of natu-
ral systems involving living organisms and the inorganic
components of the Earth's biosphere that support them),
ethology (the scientific study of animal behavior), and
evolutionary biology (the study of the relationships be-
tween life-forms over very long periods of time), and re-
emerges today as integrative organismal biology.
Amateur collectors and natural history entrepreneurs
played an important role in building the world's large nat-
ural history collections, such as the Natural History Mu-
seum, London, and the National Museum of Natural His-
tory in Washington D.C.
Three of the greatest English naturalists of the nineteenth
century, HenryWalter Bates, Charles Darwin, and Alfred
Russel Wallace̶who all knew each other̶each made
natural history travels that took years, collected thousands
of specimens, many of them new to science, and by their
writings both advanced knowledge of“remote”parts of
the world̶the Amazon basin, the Galápagos Islands, and
the Malay archipelago, among others̶and in so doing
helped to transform biology from a descriptive to a theory
based science.
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The understanding of “Nature”as “an organism and
not as a mechanism”can be traced to the writings of
Alexander Humboldt (Prussia, 1769–1859). Humboldt's
copious writings and research were seminal influences for
Charles Darwin, Simone Bolivar, Henry David Thoreau,
Ernst Haeckel, and John Muir.*[24]

3.3 Museums

Further information: List of natural history museums

Natural history museums, which evolved from cabinets
of curiosities, played an important role in the emergence
of professional biological disciplines and research pro-
grams. Particularly in the 19th century, scientists be-
gan to use their natural history collections as teaching
tools for advanced students and the basis for their own
morphological research.

3.4 Societies

The monument of Jan Czekanowski, a president of Polish Coper-
nicus Society of Naturalists (1923–1924), in Szczecin, Poland

The term “natural history”alone, or sometimes to-
gether with archaeology, forms the name of many na-
tional, regional and local natural history societies that
maintain records for animals (including birds (ornithol-
ogy), insects (entomology) andmammals (mammalogy)),
fungi (mycology), plants (botany) and other organisms.
They may also have geological and microscopical sec-
tions.
Examples of these societies in Britain include the
Natural History Society of Northumbria founded in 1829,
London Natural History Society (1858), Birmingham
Natural History Society (1859), British Entomological
and Natural History Society founded in 1872, Glasgow
Natural History Society, Manchester Microscopical and
Natural History Society established in 1880, Whitby Nat-
uralists' Club founded in 1913,*[25] Scarborough Field
Naturalists' Society and the Sorby Natural History Soci-

ety, Sheffield, founded in 1918.*[26] The growth of nat-
ural history societies was also spurred due to the growth
of British colonies in tropical regions with numerous new
species to be discovered. Many civil servants took an in-
terest in their new surroundings, sending specimens back
to museums in Britain. (See also: Indian natural history)
Societies in other countries include the American Society
of Naturalists and Polish Copernicus Society of Natural-
ists.

3.5 See also

• Evolutionary history of life

• History of evolutionary thought

• Naturalism (philosophy)

• Nature documentary

• Nature study

• Nature timeline

• Nature writing

• Russian naturalists

• Terra: The Nature of Our World (video podcast)

• Timeline of natural history
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Chapter 4

Humanism

This article is about generic “human-centred philos-
ophy”. For Renaissance humanism, see Renaissance
humanism.

“Humanist”redirects here. For other uses, see Humanist
(disambiguation).

“Humanistic”redirects here. For the album, see
Humanistic (album).

Humanism is a philosophical and ethical stance that em-
phasizes the value and agency of human beings, individu-
ally and collectively, and generally prefers critical think-
ing and evidence (rationalism, empiricism) over accep-
tance of dogma or superstition. The meaning of the term
humanism has fluctuated according to the successive in-
tellectual movements which have identified with it.*[1]
The term was coined by theologian Friedrich Nietham-
mer at the beginning of the 19th century. Generally,
however, humanism refers to a perspective that affirms
some notion of human freedom and progress. In mod-
ern times, humanist movements are typically aligned with
secularism, and today humanism typically refers to a non-
theistic life stance centred on human agency and look-
ing to science rather than revelation from a supernatural
source to understand the world.*[2]*[3]

4.1 Background

The word “Humanism”is ultimately derived from the
Latin concept humanitas, and, like most other words end-
ing in -ism, entered English in the nineteenth century.
However, historians agree that the concept predates the
label invented to describe it, encompassing the various
meanings ascribed to humanitas, which included both
benevolence toward one's fellow humans and the values
imparted by bonae litterae or humane learning (literally

“good letters”).
In the second century AD, a Latin grammarian, Aulus
Gellius (c. 125 – c. 180), complained:

Those who have spoken Latin and have
used the language correctly do not give to
the word humanitas the meaning which it is
commonly thought to have, namely, what the

Greeks call φιλανθρωπία (philanthropy), sig-
nifying a kind of friendly spirit and good-
feeling towards all men without distinction; but
they gave to humanitas the force of the Greek
παιδεία (paideia); that is, what we call erudi-
tionem institutionemque in bonas artes, or“ed-
ucation and training in the liberal arts". Those
who earnestly desire and seek after these are
most highly humanized. For the desire to pur-
sue of that kind of knowledge, and the train-
ing given by it, has been granted to humanity
alone of all the animals, and for that reason it
is termed humanitas, or“humanity”.*[4]

Gellius says that in his day humanitas is commonly used
as a synonym for philanthropy – or kindness and benev-
olence toward one's fellow human beings. Gellius main-
tains that this common usage is wrong, and that model
writers of Latin, such as Cicero and others, used the word
only to mean what we might call “humane”or “po-
lite”learning, or the Greek equivalent Paideia. Yet in
seeking to restrict the meaning of humanitas to literary
education this way, Gellius was not advocating a retreat
from political engagement into some ivory tower, though
it might look like that to us. He himself was involved in
public affairs. According to legal historian Richard Bau-
man, Gellius was a judge as well as a grammarian and
was an active participant the great contemporary debate
on harsh punishments that accompanied the legal reforms
of Antoninus Pius (one these reforms, for example, was
that a prisoner was not to be treated as guilty before being
tried).“By assigning pride of place to Paideia in his com-
ment on the etymology of humanitas, Gellius implies that
the trained mind is best equipped to handle the problems
troubling society.”*[5]
Gellius's writings fell into obscurity during the middle
ages, but during the Italian Renaissance, Gellius became
a favorite author. Teachers and scholars of Greek and
Latin grammar, rhetoric, philosophy, and poetry were
called and called themselves“humanists”.*[6]*[7] Mod-
ern scholars, however, point out that Cicero (106 – 43
BCE), who was most responsible for defining and popu-
larizing the term humanitas, in fact frequently used the
word in both senses, as did his near contemporaries. For
Cicero, a lawyer, what most distinguished humans from
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brutes was speech, which, allied to reason, could (and
should) enable them to settle disputes and live together in
concord and harmony under the rule of law.*[8] Thus hu-
manitas included two meanings from the outset and these
continue in the modern derivative, humanism, which even
today can refer to both humanitarian benevolence and to a
method of study and debate involving an accepted group
of authors and a careful and accurate use of language.*[9]
During the French Revolution, and soon after, in Ger-
many (by the Left Hegelians), humanism began to refer
to an ethical philosophy centered on humankind, without
attention to the transcendent or supernatural. The des-
ignation Religious Humanism refers to organized groups
that sprang up during the late-nineteenth and early twenti-
eth centuries. It is similar to Protestantism, although cen-
tered on human needs, interests, and abilities rather than
the supernatural.*[10] In the Anglophone world, such
modern, organized forms of humanism, which are rooted
in the 18th-century Enlightenment, have to a considerable
extent more or less detached themselves from the historic
connection of humanism with classical learning and the
liberal arts.
The first Humanist Manifesto was issued by a conference
held at the University of Chicago in 1933.*[11] Signato-
ries included the philosopher John Dewey, but the ma-
jority were ministers (chiefly Unitarian) and theologians.
They identified humanism as an ideology that espouses
reason, ethics, and social and economic justice, and they
called for science to replace dogma and the supernatural
as the basis of morality and decision-making.*[12]*[13]

4.2 History

In 1808 Bavarian educational commissioner Friedrich
Immanuel Niethammer coined the term Humanismus to
describe the new classical curriculum he planned to of-
fer in German secondary schools,*[14] and by 1836 the
word“humanism”had been absorbed into the English
language in this sense. The coinage gained universal ac-
ceptance in 1856, when German historian and philolo-
gist Georg Voigt used humanism to describe Renaissance
humanism, the movement that flourished in the Italian
Renaissance to revive classical learning, a use which won
wide acceptance among historians in many nations, espe-
cially Italy.*[15]
But in the mid-18th century, during the French Enlight-
enment, a more ideological use of the term had come
into use. In 1765, the author of an anonymous article in
a French Enlightenment periodical spoke of“The gen-
eral love of humanity ... a virtue hitherto quite nameless
among us, and which we will venture to call 'humanism',
for the time has come to create a word for such a beau-
tiful and necessary thing”.*[16] The latter part of the
18th and the early 19th centuries saw the creation of nu-
merous grass-roots“philanthropic”and benevolent soci-

An ideal society as conceived by Renaissance humanist Saint
Thomas More in his book Utopia

eties dedicated to human betterment and the spreading of
knowledge (some Christian, some not). After the French
Revolution, the idea that human virtue could be created
by human reason alone independently from traditional re-
ligious institutions, attributed by opponents of the Rev-
olution to Enlightenment philosophes such as Rousseau,
was violently attacked by influential religious and politi-
cal conservatives, such as Edmund Burke and Joseph de
Maistre, as a deification or idolatry of humanity.*[17]
Humanism began to acquire a negative sense. TheOxford
English Dictionary records the use of the word“human-
ism”by an English clergyman in 1812 to indicate those
who believe in the“mere humanity”(as opposed to the di-
vine nature) of Christ, i.e., Unitarians and Deists.*[18] In
this polarised atmosphere, in which established ecclesias-
tical bodies tended to circle the wagons and reflexively op-
pose political and social reforms like extending the fran-
chise, universal schooling, and the like, liberal reformers
and radicals embraced the idea of Humanism as an al-
ternative religion of humanity. The anarchist Proudhon
(best known for declaring that "property is theft") used
the word “humanism”to describe a "culte, déification
de lʼhumanité" (“worship, deification of humanity”)
and Ernest Renan in Lʼavenir de la science: pensées de
1848 (“The Future of Knowledge: Thoughts on 1848”
) (1848–49), states: “It is my deep conviction that pure
humanism will be the religion of the future, that is, the
cult of all that pertains to humanity̶all of life, sanctified
and raised to the level of a moral value.”*[19]
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At about the same time, the word“humanism”as a phi-
losophy centred on humankind (as opposed to institution-
alised religion) was also being used in Germany by the
so-called Left Hegelians, Arnold Ruge, and Karl Marx,
who were critical of the close involvement of the church
in the German government. There has been a persistent
confusion between the several uses of the terms:*[1] phil-
anthropic humanists look to what they consider their an-
tecedents in critical thinking and human-centered philos-
ophy among the Greek philosophers and the great figures
of Renaissance history; and scholarly humanists stress the
linguistic and cultural disciplines needed to understand
and interpret these philosophers and artists.

4.2.1 Predecessors

Ancient South Asia

Human-centered philosophy that rejected the supernatu-
ral may also be found circa 1500 BCE in the Lokayata
system of Indian philosophy. Nasadiya Sukta, a passage
in the Rig Veda, contains one of the first recorded asser-
tions of agnosticism. In the 6th-century BCE, Gautama
Buddha expressed, in Pali literature a skeptical attitude
toward the supernatural:*[20]

Since neither soul, nor aught belonging to
soul, can really and truly exist, the view which
holds that this I who am 'world', who am 'soul',
shall hereafter live permanent, persisting, un-
changing, yea abide eternally: is not this utterly
and entirely a foolish doctrine?

Another instance of ancient humanism as an organised
system of thought is found in the Gathas of Zarathustra,
composed between 1,000 BCE – 600 BCE*[21] in
Greater Iran. Zarathustra's philosophy in the Gathas lays
out a conception of humankind as thinking beings, dig-
nified with choice and agency according to the intellect
which each receives from Ahura Mazda (God in the form
of supreme wisdom). The idea of Ahura Mazda as a
non-intervening deistic god or Great Architect of the Uni-
verse was combined with a unique eschatology and ethi-
cal system which implied that each person is held morally
responsible in the afterlife, for their choices they freely
made in life.*[22] This importance placed upon thought,
action and personal responsibility, and the concept of a
non-intervening creator, was a source of inspiration to a
number of Enlightenment humanist thinkers in Europe
such as Voltaire and Montesquieu.

Ancient China

Main article: Chinese philosophy

In China, Yellow Emperor is regarded as the humanistic
primogenitor. Sage kings such as Yao and Shun are hu-
manistic figures as recorded. KingWu of Zhou has the fa-
mous saying:“Humanity is the Ling (efficacious essence)
of the world (among all).”Among them Duke of Zhou,
respected as a founder of Rujia (Confucianism), is espe-
cially prominent and pioneering in humanistic thought.
His words were recorded in the Book of History as fol-
lows (translation):

What the people desire, Heaven certainly
complies?

Heaven (or“God”) is not believable. Our
Tao (special term referring to“the way of na-
ture”) includes morality (derived from the phi-
losophy of former sage kings and to be contin-
ued forward).

In the 6th century BCE, Taoist teacher Lao Tzu espoused
a series of naturalistic concepts with some elements of
humanistic philosophy. The Silver Rule of Confucianism
from Analects XV.24, is an example of ethical philos-
ophy based on human values rather than the supernatu-
ral. Humanistic thought is also contained in other Con-
fucian classics, e.g., as recorded in Zuo Zhuan, Ji Liang
says,“People is the zhu (master, lord, dominance, owner
or origin) of gods. So, to sage kings, people first, gods
second"; Neishi Guo says,“Gods, clever, righteous and
wholehearted, comply with human.”Taoist and Confu-
cian secularism contain elements of moral thought devoid
of religious authority or deism however they only partly
resembled our modern concept of secularism.

Ancient Greece

Main article: Ancient Greek philosophy

6th-century BCE pre-Socratic Greek philosophers Thales
of Miletus and Xenophanes of Colophon were the first in
the region to attempt to explain the world in terms of hu-
man reason rather than myth and tradition, thus can be
said to be the first Greek humanists. Thales questioned
the notion of anthropomorphic gods and Xenophanes re-
fused to recognise the gods of his time and reserved the
divine for the principle of unity in the universe. These
Ionian Greeks were the first thinkers to assert that nature
is available to be studied separately from the supernatural
realm. Anaxagoras brought philosophy and the spirit of
rational inquiry from Ionia to Athens. Pericles, the leader
of Athens during the period of its greatest glory was an
admirer of Anaxagoras. Other influential pre-Socratics or
rational philosophers include Protagoras (like Anaxago-
ras a friend of Pericles), known for his famous dictum

“man is the measure of all things”and Democritus, who
proposed that matter was composed of atoms. Little of
the written work of these early philosophers survives and
they are known mainly from fragments and quotations in
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other writers, principally Plato and Aristotle. The his-
torian Thucydides, noted for his scientific and rational
approach to history, is also much admired by later hu-
manists.*[23] In the 3rd century BCE, Epicurus became
known for his concise phrasing of the problem of evil,
lack of belief in the afterlife, and human-centred ap-
proaches to achieving eudaimonia. He was also the first
Greek philosopher to admit women to his school as a rule.

Medieval Islam

See also: Early Islamic philosophy

Many medieval Muslim thinkers pursued humanistic,
rational and scientific discourses in their search for
knowledge, meaning and values. A wide range of Islamic
writings on love, poetry, history and philosophical theol-
ogy show that medieval Islamic thought was open to the
humanistic ideas of individualism, occasional secularism,
skepticism, and liberalism.*[24]
According to Imad-ad-Dean Ahmad, another reason the
Islamic world flourished during the Middle Ages was an
early emphasis on freedom of speech, as summarised by
al-Hashimi (a cousin of Caliph al-Ma'mun) in the follow-
ing letter to one of the religious opponents he was at-
tempting to convert through reason:*[25]

Bring forward all the arguments you wish
and say whatever you please and speak your
mind freely. Now that you are safe and free to
say whatever you please appoint some arbitra-
tor who will impartially judge between us and
lean only towards the truth and be free from
the empery of passion, and that arbitrator shall
be Reason, whereby God makes us responsible
for our own rewards and punishments. Herein
I have dealt justly with you and have given you
full security and am ready to accept whatever
decision Reason may give for me or against
me. For“There is no compulsion in religion”
(Qur'an 2:256) and I have only invited you to
accept our faith willingly and of your own ac-
cord and have pointed out the hideousness of
your present belief. Peace be with you and the
blessings of God!

According to George Makdisi, certain aspects of
Renaissance humanism has its roots in the medieval Is-
lamic world, including the “art of dictation, called in
Latin, ars dictaminis", and“the humanist attitude toward
classical language".*[26]

4.2.2 Renaissance

Main article: Renaissance humanism
Renaissance humanism was an intellectual movement in

Portrait of Petrarch painted in 1376

Europe of the later Middle Ages and the Early Modern
period. The 19th-century German historian Georg Voigt
(1827–91) identified Petrarch as the first Renaissance hu-
manist. Paul Johnson agrees that Petrarch was“the first
to put into words the notion that the centuries between the
fall of Rome and the present had been the age of Dark-
ness”. According to Petrarch, what was needed to rem-
edy this situation was the careful study and imitation of
the great classical authors. For Petrarch and Boccaccio,
the greatest master was Cicero, whose prose became the
model for both learned (Latin) and vernacular (Italian)
prose.

Once the language was mastered grammat-
ically it could be used to attain the second stage,
eloquence or rhetoric. This art of persuasion
[Cicero had held] was not art for its own sake,
but the acquisition of the capacity to persuade
others – all men and women – to lead the good
life. As Petrarch put it, 'it is better to will the
good than to know the truth'. Rhetoric thus led
to and embraced philosophy. Leonardo Bruni
(c. 1369–1444), the outstanding scholar of the
new generation, insisted that it was Petrarch
who “opened the way for us to show how to
acquire learning”, but it was in Bruni's time
that the word umanista first came into use, and
its subjects of study were listed as five: gram-
mar, rhetoric, poetry, moral philosophy, and
history”.*[27]

The basic training of the humanist was to speak well
and write (typically, in the form of a letter). One of
Petrarch's followers, Coluccio Salutati (1331–1406) was
made chancellor of Florence, “whose interests he de-
fended with his literary skill. The Visconti of Milan
claimed that Salutati s̓ pen had done more damage than
'thirty squadrons of Florentine cavalry'".*[28]
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Coluccio Salutati, Chancellor of Florence and disciple of Pe-
trarch (1331–1406)

Contrary to a still widely held interpretation that origi-
nated in Voigt's celebrated contemporary, Jacob Burck-
hardt,*[30] and which was adopted wholeheartedly – es-
pecially by modern thinkers calling themselves“human-
ists”– *[31]most specialists today do not characterise Re-
naissance humanism as a philosophical movement, nor in
any way as anti-Christian or even anti-clerical. A modern
historian has this to say:

Humanism was not an ideological pro-
gramme but a body of literary knowledge and
linguistic skill based on the “revival of good
letters”, which was a revival of a late-antique
philology and grammar, This is how the word

“humanist”was understood by contempo-
raries, and if scholars would agree to accept
the word in this sense rather than in the sense
in which it was used in the nineteenth century
we might be spared a good deal of useless
argument. That humanism had profound
social and even political consequences of the
life of Italian courts is not to be doubted. But
the idea that as a movement it was in some way
inimical to the Church, or to the conservative
social order in general is one that has been put
forward for a century and more without any

Poggio Bracciolini (1380–1459), an early Renaissance human-
ist, book collector, and reformer of script, who served as papal
secretary*[29]

substantial proof being offered.
The nineteenth-century historian Jacob Bur-
ckhardt, in his classic work, The Civilization of
the Renaissance in Italy, noted as a “curious
fact”that some men of the new culture were

“men of the strictest piety, or even ascetics”
. If he had meditated more deeply on the
meaning of the careers of such humanists as
Abrogio Traversari (1386–1439), the General
of the Camaldolese Order, perhaps he would
not have gone on to describe humanism in
unqualified terms as “pagan”, and thus
helped precipitate a century of infertile debate
about the possible existence of something
called“Christian humanism”which ought to
be opposed to“pagan humanism”.
̶Peter Partner, Renaissance Rome, Portrait of
a Society 1500–1559 (University of California
Press 1979) pp. 14–15.

The umanisti criticised what they considered the bar-
barous Latin of the universities, but the revival of the hu-
manities largely did not conflict with the teaching of tradi-
tional university subjects, which went on as before.*[32]
Nor did the humanists view themselves as in conflict with
Christianity. Some, like Salutati, were the Chancellors of
Italian cities, but the majority (including Petrarch) were
ordained as priests, andmany worked as senior officials of
the Papal court. Humanist Renaissance popes Nicholas
V, Pius II, Sixtus IV, and LeoXwrote books and amassed
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huge libraries.*[33]
In the high Renaissance, in fact, there was a hope that
more direct knowledge of the wisdom of antiquity, in-
cluding the writings of the Church fathers, the earliest
known Greek texts of the Christian Gospels, and in some
cases even the Jewish Kabbalah, would initiate a harmo-
nious new era of universal agreement.*[34] With this end
in view, Renaissance Church authorities afforded human-
ists what in retrospect appears a remarkable degree of
freedom of thought.*[35]*[36] One humanist, the Greek
Orthodox Platonist Gemistus Pletho (1355–1452), based
in Mystras, Greece (but in contact with humanists in Flo-
rence, Venice, and Rome) taught a Christianised version
of pagan polytheism.*[37]

Back to the sources

Portrait of Erasmus of Rotterdam

The humanists' close study of Latin literary texts soon en-
abled them to discern historical differences in the writing
styles of different periods. By analogy with what they
saw as decline of Latin, they applied the principle of ad
fontes, or back to the sources, across broad areas of learn-
ing, seeking out manuscripts of Patristic literature as well
as pagan authors. In 1439, while employed in Naples at
the court of AlfonsoV ofAragon (at the time engaged in a
dispute with the Papal States) the humanist Lorenzo Valla
used stylistic textual analysis, now called philology, to
prove that the Donation of Constantine, which purported
to confer temporal powers on the Pope of Rome, was
an 8th-century forgery.*[38] For the next 70 years, how-
ever, neither Valla nor any of his contemporaries thought

to apply the techniques of philology to other controver-
sial manuscripts in this way. Instead, after the fall of the
Byzantine Empire to the Turks in 1453, which brought
a flood of Greek Orthodox refugees to Italy, humanist
scholars increasingly turned to the study of Neoplatonism
and Hermeticism, hoping to bridge the differences be-
tween the Greek and Roman Churches, and even between
Christianity itself and the non-Christian world.*[39] The
refugees brought with them Greek manuscripts, not only
of Plato and Aristotle, but also of the Christian Gospels,
previously unavailable in the Latin West.
After 1517, when the new invention of printing made
these texts widely available, the Dutch humanist Erasmus,
who had studied Greek at the Venetian printing house
of Aldus Manutius, began a philological analysis of the
Gospels in the spirit of Valla, comparing the Greek orig-
inals with their Latin translations with a view to correct-
ing errors and discrepancies in the latter. Erasmus, along
with the French humanist Jacques Lefèvre d'Étaples, be-
gan issuing new translations, laying the groundwork for
the Protestant Reformation. Henceforth Renaissance hu-
manism, particularly in the German North, became con-
cerned with religion, while Italian and French humanism
concentrated increasingly on scholarship and philology
addressed to a narrow audience of specialists, studiously
avoiding topics that might offend despotic rulers or which
might be seen as corrosive of faith. After the Reforma-
tion, critical examination of the Bible did not resume until
the advent of the so-called Higher criticism of the 19th-
century German Tübingen school.

Consequences

The ad fontes principle also had many applications. The
re-discovery of ancient manuscripts brought a more pro-
found and accurate knowledge of ancient philosophical
schools such as Epicureanism, and Neoplatonism, whose
Pagan wisdom the humanists, like the Church fathers of
old, tended, at least initially, to consider as deriving from
divine revelation and thus adaptable to a life of Chris-
tian virtue.*[40] The line from a drama of Terence,Homo
sum, humani nihil a me alienum puto (or with nil for nihil),
meaning “I am a human being, I think nothing human
alien to me”,*[41] known since antiquity through the en-
dorsement of Saint Augustine, gained renewed currency
as epitomising the humanist attitude. The statement, in a
play modeled or borrowed from a (now lost) Greek com-
edy by Menander, may have originated in a lighthearted
vein – as a comic rationale for an old man's meddling –
but it quickly became a proverb and throughout the ages
was quoted with a deeper meaning, by Cicero and Saint
Augustine, to name a few, and most notably by Seneca.
Richard Bauman writes:

Homo sum: humani nihil a me alienum
puto., I am a human being: and I deem nothing
pertaining to humanity is foreign to me.
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The words of the comic playwright P. Terentius Afer re-
verberated across the Roman world of the mid-2nd cen-
tury BCE and beyond. Terence, an African and a former
slave, was well placed to preach the message of univer-
salism, of the essential unity of the human race, that had
come down in philosophical form from the Greeks, but
needed the pragmatic muscles of Rome in order to be-
come a practical reality. The influence of Terence's felic-
itous phrase on Roman thinking about human rights can
hardly be overestimated. Two hundred years later Seneca
ended his seminal exposition of the unity of humankind
with a clarion-call:

There is one short rule that should regulate
human relationships. All that you see, both di-
vine and human, is one. We are parts of the
same great body. Nature created us from the
same source and to the same end. She im-
bued us with mutual affection and sociability,
she taught us to be fair and just, to suffer in-
jury rather than to inflict it. She bid us ex-
tend our hands to all in need of help. Let that
well-known line be in our heart and on our lips:
Homo sum, humani nihil a me alienum puto.”
*[42]

Better acquaintance with Greek and Roman technical
writings also influenced the development of European
science (see the history of science in the Renaissance).
This was despite what A. C. Crombie (viewing the Re-
naissance in the 19th-century manner as a chapter in the
heroicMarch of Progress) calls“a backwards-looking ad-
miration for antiquity”, in which Platonism stood in op-
position to the Aristotelian concentration on the observ-
able properties of the physical world.*[43] But Renais-
sance humanists, who considered themselves as restor-
ing the glory and nobility of antiquity, had no interest in
scientific innovation. However, by the mid-to-late 16th
century, even the universities, though still dominated by
Scholasticism, began to demand that Aristotle be read in
accurate texts edited according to the principles of Re-
naissance philology, thus setting the stage for Galileo's
quarrels with the outmoded habits of Scholasticism.
Just as artist and inventor Leonardo da Vinci – partaking
of the zeitgeist though not himself a humanist – advocated
study of human anatomy, nature, and weather to enrich
Renaissance works of art, so Spanish-born humanist Juan
Luis Vives (c. 1493–1540) advocated observation, craft,
and practical techniques to improve the formal teaching
of Aristotelian philosophy at the universities, helping to
free them from the grip of Medieval Scholasticism.*[44]
Thus, the stage was set for the adoption of an approach to
natural philosophy, based on empirical observations and
experimentation of the physical universe, making possi-
ble the advent of the age of scientific inquiry that followed
the Renaissance.*[45]
It was in education that the humanists' program had the
most lasting results, their curriculum and methods:

were followed everywhere, serving as mod-
els for the Protestant Reformers as well as the
Jesuits. The humanistic school, animated by
the idea that the study of classical languages
and literature provided valuable information
and intellectual discipline as well as moral stan-
dards and a civilised taste for future rulers,
leaders, and professionals of its society, flour-
ished without interruption, through many sig-
nificant changes, until our own century, surviv-
ing many religious, political and social revolu-
tions. It has but recently been replaced, though
not yet completely, by other more practical and
less demanding forms of education.*[46]

4.2.3 From Renaissance to modern hu-
manism

Early humanists saw no conflict between reason and their
Christian faith (see Christian Humanism). They in-
veighed against the abuses of the Church, but not against
the Church itself, much less against religion. For them,
the word “secular” carried no connotations of disbe-
lief – that would come later, in the nineteenth century.
In the Renaissance to be secular meant simply to be in
the world rather than in a monastery. Petrarch frequently
admitted that his brother Gherardo's life as a Carthusian
monk was superior to his own (although Petrarch himself
was in Minor Orders and was employed by the Church all
his life). He hoped that he could do some good by win-
ning earthly glory and praising virtue, inferior though that
might be to a life devoted solely to prayer. By embracing
a non-theistic philosophic base,*[47] however, the meth-
ods of the humanists, combined with their eloquence,
would ultimately have a corrosive effect on established
authority.

Yet it was from the Renaissance that mod-
ern Secular Humanism grew, with the develop-
ment of an important split between reason and
religion. This occurred as the church's com-
placent authority was exposed in two vital ar-
eas. In science, Galileo's support of the Coper-
nican revolution upset the church's adherence
to the theories of Aristotle, exposing them as
false. In theology, the Dutch scholar Erasmus
with his new Greek text showed that the Ro-
man Catholic adherence to Jerome's Vulgate
was frequently in error. A tiny wedge was thus
forced between reason and authority, as both
of them were then understood.*[48]

For some, this meant turning back to the Bible as the
source of authority instead of the Catholic Church, for
others it was a split from theism altogether. This was
the main divisive line between the Reformation and the
Renaissance,*[49] which dealt with the same basic prob-
lems, supported the same science based on reason and
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empirical research, but had a different set of presupposi-
tions (theistic versus naturalistic).*[47]

4.2.4 19th and 20th centuries

The phrase the “religion of humanity”is sometimes
attributed to American Founding Father Thomas Paine,
though as yet unattested in his surviving writings. Ac-
cording to Tony Davies:

Paine called himself a theophilanthropist,
a word combining the Greek for “God”,

“love”, and“humanity”, and indicating that
while he believed in the existence of a creat-
ing intelligence in the universe, he entirely re-
jected the claims made by and for all exist-
ing religious doctrines, especially their mirac-
ulous, transcendental and salvationist preten-
sions. The Parisian “Society of Theophilan-
thropy”which he sponsored, is described by
his biographer as “a forerunner of the eth-
ical and humanist societies that proliferated
later”... [Paine's book] the trenchantly witty
Age of Reason (1793) ... pours scorn on the
supernatural pretensions of scripture, combin-
ing Voltairean mockery with Paine's own style
of taproom ridicule to expose the absurdity of
a theology built on a collection of incoherent
Levantine folktales.*[50]

Davies identifies Paine's The Age of Reason as “the
link between the two major narratives of what Jean-
François Lyotard*[51] calls the narrative of legitima-
tion": the rationalism of the 18th-century Philosophes and
the radical, historically based German 19th-century Bib-
lical criticism of the Hegelians David Friedrich Strauss
and Ludwig Feuerbach. “The first is political, largely
French in inspiration, and projects 'humanity as the hero
of liberty'. The second is philosophical, German, seeks
the totality and autonomy of knowledge, and stresses un-
derstanding rather than freedom as the key to human ful-
filment and emancipation. The two themes converged
and competed in complex ways in the 19th century and
beyond, and between them set the boundaries of its vari-
ous humanisms.*[52]Homo homini deus est (“The human
being is a god to humanity”or “god is nothing [other
than] the human being to himself”), Feuerbach had writ-
ten.*[53]
Victorian novelist Mary Ann Evans, known to the world
as George Eliot, translated Strauss's Das Leben Jesu (
“The Life of Jesus”, 1846) and Ludwig Feuerbach's Das
Wesen Christianismus (“The Essence of Christianity”).
She wrote to a friend:

the fellowship betweenman andmanwhich
has been the principle of development, social
and moral, is not dependent on conceptions of

what is not man ... the idea of God, so far as it
has been a high spiritual influence, is the ideal
of goodness entirely human (i.e., an exaltation
of the human).*[54]

Eliot and her circle, who included her companion
George Henry Lewes (the biographer of Goethe) and the
abolitionist and social theorist Harriet Martineau, were
much influenced by the positivism of Auguste Comte,
whom Martineau had translated. Comte had proposed
an atheistic culte founded on human principles – a sec-
ular Religion of Humanity (which worshiped the dead,
since most humans who have ever lived are dead), com-
plete with holidays and liturgy, modeled on the ritu-
als of what was seen as a discredited and dilapidated
Catholicism.*[55] Although Comte's English followers,
like Eliot and Martineau, for the most part rejected the
full gloomy panoply of his system, they liked the idea
of a religion of humanity. Comte's austere vision of the
universe, his injunction to "vivre pour altrui" (“live for
others”, from which comes the word "altruism"),*[56]
and his idealisation of women inform the works of Vic-
torian novelists and poets fromGeorge Eliot andMatthew
Arnold to Thomas Hardy.
The British Humanistic Religious Association was
formed as one of the earliest forerunners of contempo-
rary chartered Humanist organisations in 1853 in Lon-
don. This early group was democratically organised, with
male and female members participating in the election of
the leadership, and promoted knowledge of the sciences,
philosophy, and the arts.*[57]
In February 1877, the word was used pejoratively, appar-
ently for the first time inAmerica, to describe Felix Adler.
Adler, however, did not embrace the term, and instead
coined the name "Ethical Culture" for his new movement
– a movement which still exists in the now Humanist-
affiliated New York Society for Ethical Culture.*[58] In
2008, Ethical Culture Leaders wrote: “Today, the his-
toric identification, Ethical Culture, and the modern de-
scription, Ethical Humanism, are used interchangeably.”
*[59]
Active in the early 1920s, F.C.S. Schiller labelled his
work“humanism”but for Schiller the term referred to the
pragmatist philosophy he shared with William James. In
1929, Charles Francis Potter founded the First Human-
ist Society of New York whose advisory board included
Julian Huxley, John Dewey, Albert Einstein and Thomas
Mann. Potter was a minister from the Unitarian tradition
and in 1930 he and his wife, Clara Cook Potter, published
Humanism: A New Religion. Throughout the 1930s, Pot-
ter was an advocate of such liberal causes as, womenʼs
rights, access to birth control,“civil divorce laws”, and
an end to capital punishment.*[60]
Raymond B. Bragg, the associate editor of The New Hu-
manist, sought to consolidate the input of Leon Milton
Birkhead, Charles Francis Potter, and several members
of the Western Unitarian Conference. Bragg asked Roy
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Wood Sellars to draft a document based on this infor-
mation which resulted in the publication of the Humanist
Manifesto in 1933. Potter's book and the Manifesto be-
came the cornerstones of modern humanism, the latter
declaring a new religion by saying, “any religion that
can hope to be a synthesising and dynamic force for to-
day must be shaped for the needs of this age. To establish
such a religion is a major necessity of the present.”It then
presented 15 theses of humanism as foundational princi-
ples for this new religion.
In 1941, the American Humanist Association was organ-
ised. Noted members of The AHA included Isaac Asi-
mov, who was the president from 1985 until his death in
1992, and writer Kurt Vonnegut, who followed as hon-
orary president until his death in 2007. Gore Vidal be-
came honorary president in 2009. Robert Buckman was
the head of the association in Canada, and is now an hon-
orary president.
After World War II, three prominent Humanists became
the first directors of major divisions of the United Na-
tions: Julian Huxley of UNESCO, Brock Chisholm of
theWorld Health Organisation, and John Boyd-Orr of the
Food and Agricultural Organisation.*[61]
In 2004, American Humanist Association, along with
other groups representing agnostics, atheists, and other
freethinkers, joined to create the Secular Coalition for
America which advocates in Washington, D.C., for
separation of church and state and nationally for the
greater acceptance of nontheistic Americans. The Exec-
utive Director of Secular Coalition for America is Sean
Faircloth, a long-time state legislator from Maine.

4.3 Types

4.3.1 Scholarly tradition

Renaissance humanists

Main article: Renaissance humanism

“Renaissance humanism”is the name later given to a tra-
dition of cultural and educational reform engaged in by
civic and ecclesiastical chancellors, book collectors, edu-
cators, and writers, who by the late fifteenth century be-
gan to be referred to as umanisti –“humanists”.*[6] It
developed during the fourteenth and the beginning of the
fifteenth centuries, and was a response to the challenge
of scholastic university education, which was then domi-
nated by Aristotelian philosophy and logic. Scholasticism
focused on preparing men to be doctors, lawyers or pro-
fessional theologians, and was taught from approved text-
books in logic, natural philosophy, medicine, law and the-
ology.*[62] There were important centres of humanism at
Florence, Naples, Rome, Venice, Mantua, Ferrara, and
Urbino.

Humanists reacted against this utilitarian approach and
the narrow pedantry associated with it. They sought to
create a citizenry (frequently including women) able to
speak and write with eloquence and clarity and thus ca-
pable of engaging the civic life of their communities and
persuading others to virtuous and prudent actions. This
was to be accomplished through the study of the studia
humanitatis, today known as the humanities: grammar,
rhetoric, history, poetry and moral philosophy.*[63] As a
program to revive the cultural – and particularly the liter-
ary – legacy and moral philosophy of classical antiquity,
Humanismwas a pervasive cultural mode and not the pro-
gram of a few isolated geniuses like Rabelais or Erasmus
as is still sometimes popularly believed.*[64]

4.3.2 Non-theistic worldviews

Secular humanists

Main article: Secular humanism
Secular humanism is a comprehensive life stance or
world view which embraces human reason, metaphysical
naturalism, altruistic morality and distributive jus-
tice, and consciously rejects supernatural claims,
theistic faith and religiosity, pseudoscience, and
superstition.*[65]*[66] It is sometimes referred to as
Humanism (with a capital H and no qualifying adjective).
The International Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU) is
the world union of 117 Humanist, rationalist, irreligious,
atheistic, Bright, secular, Ethical Culture, and freethought
organisations in 38 countries.*[67] The "Happy Human"
is the official symbol of the IHEU as well as being re-
garded as a universally recognised symbol for secular hu-
manism.
According to the IHEU's bylaw 5.1:*[68]

Humanism is a democratic and ethical life
stance, which affirms that human beings have
the right and responsibility to give meaning and
shape to their own lives. It stands for the build-
ing of a more humane society through an ethic
based on human and other natural values in the
spirit of reason and free inquiry through human
capabilities. It is not theistic, and it does not
accept supernatural views of reality.

Religious humanists

Main article: Religious humanism

“Religious humanists”are non-superstitious people who
nevertheless see ethical humanism as their religion, and
who seek to integrate (secular) humanist ethical philoso-
phy with congregational rituals centred on human needs,
interests, and abilities. Though practitioners of religious
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humanism did not officially organise under the name of
“humanism”until the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
non-theistic religions paired with human-centred ethical
philosophy have a long history. A unified Ethical Culture
movement was first founded in 1876; its founder, Felix
Adler was a former member of the Free Religious Asso-
ciation, and conceived of Ethical Culture as a new reli-
gion that would retain the ethical message at the heart of
all religions. Ethical Culture was religious in the sense of
playing a defining role in people's lives and addressing is-
sues of ultimate concern. Nowadays religious humanists
in the United States are represented by organisations such
as the American Ethical Union, and will simply describe
themselves as“ethical humanists”or“humanists”. Sec-
ular humanists and religious humanists organise together
as part of larger national and international groupings, and
differentiate themselves primarily in their attitude to the
promotion of humanist thinking.
Earlier attempts at inventing a secular religious tradi-
tion informed the Ethical Culture movement. The Cult
of Reason (French: Culte de la Raison) was a religion
based on deism devised during the French Revolution by
Jacques Hébert, Pierre Gaspard Chaumette and their sup-
porters.*[69] In 1793 during the French Revolution, the
cathedral Notre Dame de Paris was turned into a "Temple
of Reason" and for a time Lady Liberty replaced the Vir-
gin Mary on several altars.*[70] In the 1850s, Auguste
Comte, the Father of Sociology, founded Positivism, a

“religion of humanity”.*[71] One of the earliest fore-
runners of contemporary chartered humanist organisa-
tions was the Humanistic Religious Association formed
in 1853 in London. This early group was democratically
organised, with male and female members participating
in the election of the leadership and promoted knowledge
of the sciences, philosophy, and the arts.*[71]

4.4 Criticisms

Polemics about humanism have sometimes assumed
paradoxical twists and turns. Early 20th century critics
such as Ezra Pound, T. E. Hulme, and T. S. Eliot con-
sidered humanism to be sentimental“slop”(Hulme) or

“an old bitch gone in the teeth”(Pound)*[72] and wanted
to go back to a more manly, authoritarian society such as
existed in the Middle Ages. Postmodern critics who are
self-described anti-humanists, such as Jean-François Ly-
otard and Michel Foucault, have asserted that humanism
posits an overarching and excessively abstract notion of
humanity or universal human nature, which can then be
used as a pretext for imperialism and domination of those
deemed somehow less than human. “Humanism fabri-
cates the human as much as it fabricates the nonhuman
animal”, suggests Timothy Laurie, turning the human
into what he calls“a placeholder for a range of attributes
that have been considered most virtuous among humans
(e.g. rationality, altruism), rather than most common-

place (e.g. hunger, anger)".*[73] Nevertheless, philoso-
pher Kate Soper*[74] notes that by faulting humanism for
falling short of its own benevolent ideals, anti-humanism
thus frequently“secretes a humanist rhetoric”.*[75]
In his book, Humanism (1997), Tony Davies calls these
critics “humanist anti-humanists”. Critics of antihu-
manism, most notably Jürgen Habermas, counter that
while antihumanists may highlight humanism's failure to
fulfil its emancipatory ideal, they do not offer an alter-
native emancipatory project of their own.*[76] Others,
like the German philosopher Heidegger considered them-
selves humanists on the model of the ancient Greeks, but
thought humanism applied only to the German“race”and
specifically to the Nazis and thus, in Davies' words, were
anti-humanist humanists.*[77] Such a reading of Heideg-
ger's thought is itself deeply controversial; Heidegger in-
cludes his own views and critique of Humanism in Letter
On Humanism. Davies acknowledges that after the hor-
rific experiences of the wars of the 20th century“it should
no longer be possible to formulate phrases like 'the des-
tiny of man' or the 'triumph of human reason' without an
instant consciousness of the folly and brutality they drag
behind them”. For“it is almost impossible to think of
a crime that has not been committed in the name of hu-
man reason”. Yet, he continues, “it would be unwise
to simply abandon the ground occupied by the historical
humanisms. For one thing humanism remains on many
occasions the only available alternative to bigotry and per-
secution. The freedom to speak andwrite, to organise and
campaign in defence of individual or collective interests,
to protest and disobey: all these can only be articulated
in humanist terms.”*[78]
Modern humanists, such as Corliss Lamont or Carl
Sagan, hold that humanity must seek for truth through
reason and the best observable evidence and endorse
scientific skepticism and the scientific method. However,
they stipulate that decisions about right and wrong must
be based on the individual and common good, with no
consideration given to metaphysical or supernatural be-
ings. The idea is to engage with what is human.*[79] The
ultimate goal is human flourishing; making life better for
all humans, and as the most conscious species, also pro-
moting concern for the welfare of other sentient beings
and the planet as a whole.*[80] The focus is on doing
good and living well in the here and now, and leaving the
world a better place for those who come after. In 1925,
the English mathematician and philosopher Alfred North
Whitehead cautioned: “The prophecy of Francis Bacon
has now been fulfilled; and man, who at times dreamt of
himself as a little lower than the angels, has submitted to
become the servant and the minister of nature. It still re-
mains to be seen whether the same actor can play both
parts”.*[81]
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4.5 Humanistic psychology

Main article: Humanistic psychology

Humanistic psychology is a psychological perspective
which rose to prominence in the mid-20th century in
response to Sigmund Freud's psychoanalytic theory and
B. F. Skinner's Behaviorism. The approach emphasizes
an individual's inherent drive towards self-actualization
and creativity. Psychologists Carl Rogers and Abraham
Maslow introduced a positive, humanistic psychology
in response to what they viewed as the overly pes-
simistic view of psychoanalysis in the early 1960s. Other
sources include the philosophies of existentialism and
phenomenology.

4.6 See also

• Alternatives to the Ten Commandments – Secular
and humanist alternatives

• Amsterdam Declaration

• Anthropocentrism

• Christian humanism

• Community organising

• Extropianism

• John N. Gray

• Humanistic psychology

• List of humanists

• Materialism

• Misanthropy

• Natural rights

• Objectivity (philosophy)

• Pluralistic Rationalism

• Post-theism

• Secular humanism

• Social psychology

• Unitarian Universalism

• Ubuntu

4.7 Notes

[1] Nicolas Walter's Humanism – What's in the Word (Lon-
don: Rationalist Press Association, 1997 ISBN 0-301-
97001-7) gives an account of the evolution of the meaning
of the word humanism from the point of view of a mod-
ern secular humanist. A similar perspective, but some-
what less polemical, appears in Richard Norman's On Hu-
manism (Thinking in Action) (London: Routledge: 2004).
For a historical and philologically oriented view, see Vito
Giustiniani's“Homo, Humanus, and theMeanings of Hu-
manism”, Journal of the History of Ideas 46: 2 (April–
June 1985): 167–95.

[2] See for example the 2002 Amsterdam Declaration <http://
iheu.org/humanism/the-amsterdam-declaration/> issued
by the International Humanist and Ethical Union

[3] The British Humanist Association's definition of Human-
ism

[4] Aulus Gellius, Attic Nights, XIII: 17.

[5] Richard Bauman, Human Rights in Ancient Rome (Rout-
ledge Classical Monographs [1999]), pp. 74–75.

[6] Mann, Nicholas (1996). The Origins of Humanism. Cam-
bridge University Press. pp. 1–2. The term umanista was
used, in fifteenth century Italian academic jargon to de-
scribe a teacher or student of classical literature including
that of grammar and rhetoric. The English equivalent 'hu-
manist' makes its appearance in the late sixteenth century
with a similar meaning. Only in the nineteenth century,
however, and probably for the first time in Germany in
1809, is the attribute transformed into a substantive: hu-
manism, standing for devotion to the literature of ancient
Greece and Rome, and the humane values that may be
derived from them.

[7] Humanissime vir, “most humane man”, was the usual
Latin way to address scholars. (Giustiniani,“Homo, Hu-
manus, and the Meanings of Humanism”: 168.)

[8] There was a time when men wandered about in the man-
ner of wild beasts. They conducted their affairs with-
out the least guidance of reason but instead relied on
bodily strength. There was no divine religion and the
understanding of social duty was in no way cultivated.
No one recognized the value inherent in an equitable
code of law.(Cicero, De Inventione, I. I: 2, quoted in
Quentin Skinner, Visions of Politics, Volume 2: Renais-
sance Virtues [Cambridge University Press, 2002], p. 54.)

[9] A noted authority on the subject, Paul Oskar Kristeller,
identified Renaissance humanism as a cultural and liter-
ary movement, which in its substance was not philosoph-
ical but which had important philosophical implications
and consequences.”“I have been unable to discover in
the humanist literature any common philosophical doc-
trine,”he wrote, “except a belief in the value of man
and the humanities and in the revival of ancient learning.”
(Paul Oskar Kristeller, Renaissance Thought: The Classic,
Scholastic, and Humanist Strains [New York, Harper and
Row, 1961], p. 9). As the late Jacques Barzun has written:
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The path between the onset of the good
letters and the modern humanist as free-
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to the Humanists over the centuries we find
two things: a body of accepted authors and a
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curriculum imposed under Napoleon's occupation of Ger-
many had been excessively oriented toward the practical
and vocational. They wished to encourage individuals to
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manism”: 175, note 38.

[17] Although Rousseau himself devoutly believed in a per-
sonal God, his book, Emile: or, On Education, does at-
tempt to demonstrate that atheists can be virtuous. It was
publicly burned. During the Revolution, Jacobins insti-
tuted a cult of the Supreme Being along lines suggested by
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manist Education. Retrieved 21 August 2009.
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[30] The influence of Jacob Burckhardt's classic masterpiece
of cultural history, The Civilisation of the Renaissance in
Italy (1860) on subsequent Renaissance historiography is
traced in Wallace K. Ferguson's The Renaissance in His-
torical Thought: Five Centuries of Historical Interpretation
(1948).

[31] For example the Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy, ad-
hering to the tenacious 19th-century narrative of the Re-
naissance as a complete break with the past established in
1860 by Jacob Burckhardt, describes the liberating effects
of the re-discovery of classical writings this way:

Here, one felt no weight of the supernat-
ural pressing on the human mind, demanding
homage and allegiance. Humanity̶with all
its distinct capabilities, talents, worries, prob-
lems, possibilities̶was the centre of inter-
est. It has been said that medieval thinkers
philosophised on their knees, but, bolstered
by the new studies, they dared to stand up and
to rise to full stature."Humanism”. “The
Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy, Second
Edition. Cambridge University Press. 1999.

[32]“The term umanista was associated with the revival of the
studia humanitatis “which included grammatica, rhetor-
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and throughout the Renaissance, such as theology, ju-
risprudence, and medicine, and the philosophical disci-
plines other than ethics, such as logic, natural philoso-
phy, and metaphysics. In other words, humanism does
not represent, as often believed, the sum total of Renais-
sance thought and learning, but only a well-defined sector
of it. Humanism has its proper domain or home territory
in the humanities, whereas all other areas of learning, in-
cluding philosophy (apart from ethics), followed their own
course, largely determined by their medieval tradition and
by their steady transformation through new observations,
problems, or theories. These disciplines were affected
by humanism mainly from the outside and in an indirect
way, though often quite strongly”. (Paul Oskar Kristeller,
Humanism, pp. 113–14, in Charles B. Schmitt, Quentin
Skinner (editors), The Cambridge History of Renaissance
Philosophy [1990].

[33] See their respective entries in Sir John Hale's Concise En-
cyclopaedia of the Italian Renaissance (Oxford University
Press, 1981).

[34] To later generations, the Dutch humanist, Desiderius
Erasmus, epitomised this reconciling tendency). Ac-
cording to the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy,
"Enlightenment thinkers remembered Erasmus (not quite
accurately) as a precursor of modern intellectual freedom
and a foe of both Protestant and Catholic dogmatism”.
Erasmus himself was notmuch interested in the Kabbalah,
but several other humanists were, notably Pico della Mi-
randola. See Christian Kabbalah.)

[35] Bergin, Thomas; Speake, Jennifer (1987). The Encyclo-
pedia of the Renaissance. Oxford: Facts On File Publica-
tions. pp. 216–17.

[36]“Only thirteen of Pico dellaMirandola's nine hundred the-
ses were thought theologically objectionable by the papal
commission that examined them.... [This] suggests that,
in spite of his publicly expressed contempt in his Apolo-
gia for their intellectual inadequacies, the Curial author-
ities hardly saw these theses as the work of a dangerous
theological modernist like Luther or Calvin. Unorthodox
though they were, most of the issues raised in them had
been the subject of theological dispute for centuries and
the commission ... condemned him not for innovations
but for 'reviving several of the errors of gentile philoso-
phers which are already disproved and obsolete'". Davies
(1997), p 103.

[37] Richard H. Popkin (editor), The Columbia History of
Western Philosophy (1998), pp. 293, 301.

[38] More than 100 years earlier, Dante in the Divine Com-
edy (c. 1308–1321) had pinpointed the Donation of Con-
stantine (which he accepted as genuine) as a great mis-
take and the cause of all the political and religious prob-
lems of Italy, including the corruption of the Church. Al-
though Dante had thunderously attacked the idea that the
Church could have temporal as well as spiritual powers,
it remained to Valla to conclusively prove that the legal
justification for such powers was spurious.

[39] Ironically, it was a humanist scholar, Isaac Casaubon, in
the 17th century, who would use philology to show that
the Corpus Hermeticum was not of great antiquity, as had
been asserted in the 4th century by Saint Augustine and
Lactantius, but dated from the Christian era. See Anthony
Grafton,Defenders of the Text: The Traditions of Scholar-
ship in an Age of Science, 1450–1800 (Harvard University
Press, 1991).

[40]“Humanism”. Encyclopedic Dictionary of Religion. F–N.
Corpus Publications. 1979. p. 1733. ISBN 0-9602572-
1-7. “Renaissance humanists rejoiced in the mutual
compatibility of much ancient philosophy and Christian
truths”, M. A. Screech, Laughter at the Foot of the Cross
(1997), p. 13.

[41] Homo in Latin specifically means “human being”, in
contrast to vir,“man”, and mulier,“woman": Annabel
Robinson, The Life andWork of Jane Ellen Harrison (Ox-
ford University Press, 2002), p. 206; Tore Janson, A Nat-
ural History of Latin (Oxford University Press, 2004), p.
281; Timothy J. Moore, Roman Theatre (Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 2012), p. 62 (note to the line in Terence);
as a“watchword”for humanists, Humanism and the Hu-
manities in the Twenty-First Century, edited byWilliam S.
Haney and Peter Malekin (Associated University Presses,
2001), p. 171; similar homo sum declaration by Seneca,
James Ker, The Deaths of Seneca (Oxford University
Press, 2009), p. 193.

[42] Bauman, Human Rights in Ancient Rome, p. 1.

[43] A. C. Crombie, Historians and the Scientific Revolution, p.
456 in Science, Art and Nature in Medieval and Modern
Thought (1996).
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[44] Gottlieb, Anthony (2000). The Dream of Reason: a his-
tory of western philosophy from the Greeks to the Renais-
sance. New York: W. W. Norton & Company. pp. 410–
11.

[45] Alleby, Brad (2003). “Humanism”. Encyclopedia of
Science & Religion. 1 (2nd ed.). Macmillan Reference
USA. pp. 426–28. ISBN 0-02-865705-5.

[46] Kristeller,“Humanism”in The Cambridge History of Re-
naissance Philosophy, p. 114.

[47] Schaeffer, Francis A. How Should We Then Live?. Cross-
way. pp. 146–47. ISBN 978-1581345360.

[48] Os Guinness, The Dust of Death: A Critique of the Estab-
lishment and the Counter Culture and the Proposal for a
Third Way (Intervarsity Press, 1973) p. 5.

[49] Schaeffer, Francis A. How Should We Then Live?. Cross-
way. pp. 79–80. ISBN 978-1581345360.

[50] Tony Davies, Humanism (Routledge, 1997) pp. 26–27.

[51] In La Condition postmoderne

[52] Davies, Humanism, p. 27.

[53] Davies, Humanism, p. 28.

[54] quoted in Davies (1997), p. 27.

[55]“Comte's secular religion is no vague effusion of human-
istic piety, but a complete system of belief and ritual,
with liturgy and sacraments, priesthood and pontiff, all
organised around the public veneration of Humanity, the
Nouveau Grand-Être Suprême (New Supreme Great Be-
ing), later to be supplemented in a positivist trinity by
the Grand Fétish (the Earth) and the Grand Milieu (Des-
tiny)". According to Davies (pp. 28–29), Comte's aus-
tere and “slightly dispiriting”philosophy of humanity
viewed as alone in an indifferent universe (which can only
be explained by“positive”science) and with nowhere to
turn but to each other, was even more influential in Victo-
rian England than the theories of Charles Darwin or Karl
Marx.

[56] Davies, p. 29.

[57] Morain, Lloyd; Morain, Mary (2007). Humanism as the
Next Step (PDF). Washington, D.C.: Humanist Press. p.
109. ISBN 978-0931779091. LCCN 97-74611.

[58] “History: New York Society for Ethical Culture”. New
York Society for Ethical Culture. 2008. Retrieved 6
March 2009.

[59] “Ethical Culture” (PDF). American Ethical Union.
Archived from the original (PDF) on 26 February 2009.
Retrieved 23 February 2009.

[60] Stringer-Hye, Richard.“Charles Francis Potter”. Dictio-
nary of Unitarian and Universalist Biography. Unitarian
Universalist Historical Society. Retrieved 1 May 2008.

[61] American Humanist Association Archived 12 August
2002 at the Wayback Machine.

[62] Craig W. Kallendorf, introduction to Humanist Educa-
tional Treatises, edited and translated by Craig W. Kallen-
dorf (Cambridge, Massachusetts and London England:
The I Tatti Renaissance Library, 2002) p. vii.

[63] Early Italian humanism, which in many
respects continued the grammatical and
rhetorical traditions of the Middle Ages, not
merely provided the old Trivium with a new
and more ambitious name (Studia humani-
tatis), but also increased its actual scope, con-
tent and significance in the curriculum of the
schools and universities and in its own ex-
tensive literary production. The studia hu-
manitatis excluded logic, but they added to
the traditional grammar and rhetoric not only
history, Greek, and moral philosophy, but
also made poetry, once a sequel of grammar
and rhetoric, the most important member of
the whole group. (Paul Oskar Kristeller, Re-
naissance Thought II: Papers on Humanism
and the Arts [NewYork: Harper Torchbooks,
1965], p. 178.)

See also Kristeller's Renaissance Thought I,“Humanism
and Scholasticism In the Italian Renaissance”, Byzan-
tion 17 (1944–45): 346–74. Reprinted in Renaissance
Thought (New York: Harper Torchbooks), 1961.

[64] Vito Giustiniani gives as an example of an out-dated, but
still pervasive view, that of Corliss Lamont, who described
Renaissance Humanism as, “first and foremost a revolt
against the otherworldliness of mediaeval Christianity, a
turning away from preoccupation with personal immortal-
ity to make the best of life in this world. Renaissance writ-
ers like Rabelais and Erasmus gave eloquent voice to this
new joy of living and to the sheer exuberance of existence.
For the Renaissance the ideal human being was no longer
the ascetic monk, but a new type – the universal man the
many-sided personality delighting in every kind of this-
earthly achievements. The great Italian artists, Leonardo
da Vinci and Michelangelo, typified this ideal.”(Giustini-
ani,“Homo, Humanus, and theMeanings of Humanism":
192.)

[65] Edwords, Fred (1989). “What Is Humanism?". Amer-
ican Humanist Association. Retrieved 19 August 2009.
Secular Humanism is an outgrowth of eighteenth cen-
tury enlightenment rationalism and nineteenth century
freethought... Secular and Religious Humanists both
share the same worldview and the same basic principles...
From the standpoint of philosophy alone, there is no dif-
ference between the two. It is only in the definition of re-
ligion and in the practice of the philosophy that Religious
and Secular Humanists effectively disagree. A decidedly
anti-theistic version of secular humanism, however, is de-
veloped by Adolf Grünbaum, 'In Defense of Secular Hu-
manism' (1995), in hisCollectedWorks (edited by Thomas
Kupka), vol. I, New York: Oxford University Press 2013,
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[66]“Definitions of humanism (subsection)". Institute for Hu-
manist Studies. Archived from the original on 18 January
2007. Retrieved 16 January 2007.
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Chapter 5

Atheism

“Atheist”redirects here. For other uses, see Atheist
(disambiguation).

Atheism is, in the broadest sense, the absence of belief
in the existence of deities.*[1]*[2]*[3]*[4] Less broadly,
atheism is the rejection of belief that any deities ex-
ist.*[5]*[6] In an even narrower sense, atheism is specifi-
cally the position that there are no deities.*[1]*[2]*[7]*[8]
Atheism is contrasted with theism,*[9]*[10] which, in its
most general form, is the belief that at least one deity ex-
ists.*[10]*[11]*[12]
The etymological root for the word atheism originated be-
fore the 5th century BCE from the ancient Greek ἄθεος
(atheos), meaning“without god(s)". In antiquity it had
multiple uses as a pejorative term applied to those thought
to reject the gods worshiped by the larger society,*[13]
those who were forsaken by the gods or those who had
no commitment to belief in the gods. The term de-
noted a social category created by orthodox religionists
into which those who did not share their religious beliefs
were placed.*[14] The actual term atheism emerged first
in the 16th century.*[15] With the spread of freethought,
skeptical inquiry, and subsequent increase in criticism of
religion, application of the term narrowed in scope. The
first individuals to identify themselves using the word
atheist lived in the 18th century during the Age of En-
lightenment.*[16]*[15] The French Revolution, noted for
its “unprecedented atheism,”witnessed the first ma-
jor political movement in history to advocate for the
supremacy of human reason.*[17]
Arguments for atheism range from the philosophical to
social and historical approaches. Rationales for not be-
lieving in deities include arguments that there is a lack
of empirical evidence,*[18]*[19] the problem of evil;
the argument from inconsistent revelations, the rejection
of concepts that cannot be falsified, and the argument
from nonbelief.*[18]*[20] Although some atheists have
adopted secular philosophies (e.g. secular human-
ism),*[21]*[22] there is no one ideology or set of behav-
iors to which all atheists adhere.*[23] Atheism is a more
parsimonious position than theism and is the position in
which everyone is born; therefore it has been argued that
the burden of proof lies not on the atheist to disprove the
existence of God but on the theist to provide a rationale

for theism.*[24]*[1]
Since conceptions of atheism vary, accurate estima-
tions of current numbers of atheists are difficult.*[25]
Two global polls on the subject have been conducted
by WIN/Gallup International: their 2015 poll featured
over 64,000 respondents and indicated that 11% were

“convinced atheists”whereas an earlier 2012 poll found
that 13% of respondents were “convinced atheists.”
*[26]*[27] However, other researchers have advised cau-
tion with WIN/Gallup figures since other surveys which
have used the samewording for decades and have a bigger
sample size; have consistently reached lower figures.*[28]
An older survey by the British Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC) in 2004 recorded atheists as comprising 8% of the
world's population.*[29] Other older estimates have indi-
cated that atheists comprise 2% of the world's population,
while the irreligious add a further 12%.*[30] According
to these polls, Europe and East Asia are the regions with
the highest rates of atheism. In 2015, 61% of people in
China reported that they were atheists.*[31] The figures
for a 2010 Eurobarometer survey in the European Union
(EU) reported that 20% of the EU population claimed
not to believe in “any sort of spirit, God or life force”
.*[32]

5.1 Definitions and types

Writers disagree on how best to define and classify
atheism,*[33] contesting what supernatural entities
are considered gods, whether it is a philosophic po-
sition in its own right or merely the absence of one,
and whether it requires a conscious, explicit rejec-
tion. Atheism has been regarded as compatible with
agnosticism,*[34]*[35]*[36]*[37]*[38]*[39]*[40] and
has also been contrasted with it.*[41]*[42]*[43] A
variety of categories have been used to distinguish the
different forms of atheism.

5.1.1 Range

Some of the ambiguity and controversy involved in defin-
ing atheism arises from difficulty in reaching a consensus
for the definitions of words like deity and god. The plu-
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Implicit
Atheism

Explicit
Atheism

Weak Atheism Strong Atheism

A diagram showing the relationship between the definitions of
weak/strong and implicit/explicit atheism.
Explicit strong/positive/hard atheists (in purple on the right) as-
sert that“at least one deity exists” is a false statement.
Explicit weak/negative/soft atheists (in blue on the right) reject
or eschew belief that any deities exist without actually asserting
that“at least one deity exists” is a false statement.
Implicit weak/negative atheists (in blue on the left), according to
authors such as George H. Smith, would include people (such as
young children and some agnostics) who do not believe in a deity
but have not explicitly rejected such belief.
(Sizes in the diagram are not meant to indicate relative sizes within
a population.)

rality of wildly different conceptions of God and deities
leads to differing ideas regarding atheism's applicability.
The ancient Romans accused Christians of being atheists
for not worshiping the pagan deities. Gradually, this view
fell into disfavor as theism came to be understood as en-
compassing belief in any divinity.*[44]
With respect to the range of phenomena being rejected,
atheism may counter anything from the existence of a
deity, to the existence of any spiritual, supernatural,
or transcendental concepts, such as those of Buddhism,
Hinduism, Jainism, and Taoism.*[45]

5.1.2 Implicit vs. explicit

Main article: Implicit and explicit atheism

Definitions of atheism also vary in the degree of consid-
eration a person must put to the idea of gods to be consid-
ered an atheist. Atheism has sometimes been defined to
include the simple absence of belief that any deities exist.
This broad definition would include newborns and other
people who have not been exposed to theistic ideas. As
far back as 1772, Baron d'Holbach said that“All children
are born Atheists; they have no idea of God.”*[46] Simi-
larly, George H. Smith (1979) suggested that:“The man
who is unacquainted with theism is an atheist because he
does not believe in a god. This category would also in-
clude the child with the conceptual capacity to grasp the
issues involved, but who is still unaware of those issues.
The fact that this child does not believe in god qualifies
him as an atheist.”*[47] Smith coined the term implicit
atheism to refer to“the absence of theistic belief without

a conscious rejection of it”and explicit atheism to refer
to the more common definition of conscious disbelief.
Ernest Nagel contradicts Smith's definition of atheism as
merely“absence of theism”, acknowledging only explicit
atheism as true“atheism”.*[48]

5.1.3 Positive vs. negative

Main article: Negative and positive atheism

Philosophers such as Antony Flew*[49] and Michael
Martin*[44] have contrasted positive (strong/hard) athe-
ism with negative (weak/soft) atheism. Positive atheism
is the explicit affirmation that gods do not exist. Nega-
tive atheism includes all other forms of non-theism. Ac-
cording to this categorization, anyone who is not a the-
ist is either a negative or a positive atheist. The terms
weak and strong are relatively recent, while the terms neg-
ative and positive atheism are of older origin, having been
used (in slightly different ways) in the philosophical lit-
erature*[49] and in Catholic apologetics.*[50] Under this
demarcation of atheism, most agnostics qualify as nega-
tive atheists.
While Martin, for example, asserts that agnosticism
entails negative atheism,*[37] many agnostics see their
view as distinct from atheism,*[51]*[52] which they may
consider no more justified than theism or requiring an
equal conviction.*[51] The assertion of unattainability of
knowledge for or against the existence of gods is some-
times seen as an indication that atheism requires a leap
of faith.*[53]*[54] Common atheist responses to this ar-
gument include that unproven religious propositions de-
serve as much disbelief as all other unproven proposi-
tions,*[55] and that the unprovability of a god's exis-
tence does not imply equal probability of either possi-
bility.*[56] Scottish philosopher J. J. C. Smart even ar-
gues that “sometimes a person who is really an atheist
may describe herself, even passionately, as an agnostic
because of unreasonable generalized philosophical skep-
ticism which would preclude us from saying that we know
anything whatever, except perhaps the truths of mathe-
matics and formal logic.”*[57] Consequently, some athe-
ist authors such as Richard Dawkins prefer distinguishing
theist, agnostic and atheist positions along a spectrum of
theistic probability̶the likelihood that each assigns to
the statement“God exists”.*[58]

5.1.4 Definition as impossible or imperma-
nent

Before the 18th century, the existence of God was so
accepted in the western world that even the possibility
of true atheism was questioned. This is called theistic
innatism̶the notion that all people believe in God from
birth; within this view was the connotation that atheists
are simply in denial.*[59]
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There is also a position claiming that atheists are quick
to believe in God in times of crisis, that atheists make
deathbed conversions, or that “there are no atheists in
foxholes".*[60] There have however been examples to the
contrary, among them examples of literal “atheists in
foxholes”.*[61]
Some atheists have doubted the very need for the term

“atheism”. In his book Letter to a Christian Nation, Sam
Harris wrote:

In fact,“atheism”is a term that should not
even exist. No one ever needs to identify him-
self as a“non-astrologer" or a“non-alchemist".
We do not have words for people who doubt
that Elvis is still alive or that aliens have tra-
versed the galaxy only to molest ranchers and
their cattle. Atheism is nothing more than the
noises reasonable people make in the presence
of unjustified religious beliefs.*[62]

5.1.5 Pragmatic atheism

Pragmatic atheism is the view one should reject a belief
in a god or gods because it is unnecessary for a pragmatic
life. This view is related to apatheism and practical athe-
ism.*[63]

5.2 Arguments

5.2.1 Ontological arguments

Atheists have put forward arguments against the existence
of gods, responding to common theistic arguments such
as the argument from design or Pascal's Wager.

5.2.2 Epistemological arguments

Further information: Agnostic atheism and Theological
noncognitivism

Atheists have also argued that people cannot know a God
or prove the existence of a God. The later is called ag-
nosticism, which takes a variety of forms. In the phi-
losophy of immanence, divinity is inseparable from the
world itself, including a person's mind, and each person's
consciousness is locked in the subject. According to this
form of agnosticism, this limitation in perspective pre-
vents any objective inference from belief in a god to as-
sertions of its existence. The rationalistic agnosticism of
Kant and the Enlightenment only accepts knowledge de-
duced with human rationality; this form of atheism holds
that gods are not discernible as a matter of principle, and
therefore cannot be known to exist. Skepticism, based on
the ideas of Hume, asserts that certainty about anything

Paul Henri Thiry, Baron d'Holbach, an 18th-century advocate
of atheism.

The source of man's unhappiness is his igno-
rance of Nature. The pertinacity with which he
clings to blind opinions imbibed in his infancy,
which interweave themselves with his existence,
the consequent prejudice that warps his mind, that
prevents its expansion, that renders him the slave of
fiction, appears to doom him to continual error.
̶d'Holbach, The System of Nature*[64]

is impossible, so one can never know for sure whether
or not a god exists. Hume, however, held that such un-
observable metaphysical concepts should be rejected as

“sophistry and illusion”.*[65] The allocation of agnosti-
cism to atheism is disputed; it can also be regarded as an
independent, basic worldview.*[66]
Other arguments for atheism that can be classified as epis-
temological or ontological, including ignosticism, assert
the meaninglessness or unintelligibility of basic terms
such as “God”and statements such as “God is all-
powerful.”Theological noncognitivism holds that the
statement“God exists”does not express a proposition,
but is nonsensical or cognitively meaningless. It has been
argued both ways as to whether such individuals can
be classified into some form of atheism or agnosticism.
Philosophers A. J. Ayer and Theodore M. Drange reject
both categories, stating that both camps accept“God ex-
ists”as a proposition; they instead place noncognitivism
in its own category.*[67]*[68]
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5.2.3 Metaphysical arguments

Further information: Monism and Physicalism

Philosopher, Zofia Zdybicka writes:

“Metaphysical atheism ... includes all doc-
trines that hold to metaphysical monism (the
homogeneity of reality). Metaphysical atheism
may be either: a) absolute ̶an explicit de-
nial of God's existence associated with mate-
rialistic monism (all materialistic trends, both
in ancient and modern times); b) relative̶the
implicit denial of God in all philosophies that,
while they accept the existence of an absolute,
conceive of the absolute as not possessing any
of the attributes proper to God: transcendence,
a personal character or unity. Relative atheism
is associated with idealistic monism (panthe-
ism, panentheism, deism).”*[69]

Epicurus is credited with first expounding the problem of evil.
David Hume in his Dialogues concerning Natural Religion
(1779) cited Epicurus in stating the argument as a series of ques-
tions:*[70]“Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then
he is impotent. Is he able, but not willing? Then he is malevolent.
Is he both able and willing? Then whence cometh evil? Is he
neither able nor willing? Then why call him God?"

5.2.4 Logical arguments

Further information: Arguments against the existence of
God, Problem of evil, and Divine hiddenness

Some atheists hold the view that the various conceptions
of gods, such as the personal god of Christianity,
are ascribed logically inconsistent qualities. Such
atheists present deductive arguments against the ex-
istence of God, which assert the incompatibility be-
tween certain traits, such as perfection, creator-status,
immutability, omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence,
omnibenevolence, transcendence, personhood (a per-
sonal being), nonphysicality, justice, and mercy.*[18]
Theodicean atheists believe that the world as they experi-
ence it cannot be reconciled with the qualities commonly
ascribed to God and gods by theologians. They argue
that an omniscient, omnipotent, and omnibenevolent God
is not compatible with a world where there is evil and
suffering, and where divine love is hidden frommany peo-
ple.*[20] A similar argument is attributed to Siddhartha
Gautama, the founder of Buddhism.*[71]

5.2.5 Reductionary accounts of religion

Further information: Evolutionary origin of religions,
Evolutionary psychology of religion, and Psychology of
religion

Philosopher Ludwig Feuerbach*[72] and psychoanalyst
Sigmund Freud have argued that God and other religious
beliefs are human inventions, created to fulfill various
psychological and emotional wants or needs. This is also
a view of many Buddhists.*[73] Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels, influenced by the work of Feuerbach, argued that
belief in God and religion are social functions, used by
those in power to oppress the working class. According
to Mikhail Bakunin, “the idea of God implies the ab-
dication of human reason and justice; it is the most de-
cisive negation of human liberty, and necessarily ends in
the enslavement of mankind, in theory and practice.”He
reversed Voltaire's famous aphorism that if God did not
exist, it would be necessary to invent him, writing instead
that“if God really existed, it would be necessary to abol-
ish him.”*[74]

5.2.6 Atheism, religions and spirituality

Further information: Nontheistic religions

Atheism is coherent with some religious and spir-
itual belief systems, including Hinduism, Jainism,
Buddhism, Syntheism, Raëlism,*[75] and Neopagan
movements*[76] such as Wicca.*[77] Āstika schools in
Hinduism hold atheism to be a valid path to moksha,
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but extremely difficult, for the atheist can not expect any
help from the divine on their journey.*[78] Jainism be-
lieves the universe is eternal and has no need for a creator
deity, however Tirthankaras are revered that can tran-
scend space and time *[79] and have more power than
the god Indra.*[80] Secular Buddhism does not advo-
cate belief in gods. Early Buddhism was atheistic as
Gautama Buddha's path involved no mention of gods.
Later conceptions of Buddhism consider Buddha himself
a god, suggest adherents can attain godhood, and revere
Bodhisattvas*[81] and Eternal Buddha.

5.2.7 Atheism and negative theology

Further information: Atheism and negative theology

Apophatic theology is often accused of being a version
of atheism or agnosticism, since it cannot say truly that
God exists.*[82] “The comparison is crude, however,
for conventional atheism treats the existence of God as
a predicate that can be denied (“God is nonexistent”
), whereas negative theology denies that God has pred-
icates”.*[83]“God or the Divine is”without being able
to attribute qualities about “what He is”would be the
prerequisite of positive theology in negative theology that
distinguishes theism from atheism. “Negative theology
is a complement to, not the enemy of, positive theology”
.*[84]

5.3 Atheistic philosophies

Further information: Atheist existentialism and Secular
humanism

Axiological, or constructive, atheism rejects the exis-
tence of gods in favor of a “higher absolute”, such as
humanity. This form of atheism favors humanity as the
absolute source of ethics and values, and permits indi-
viduals to resolve moral problems without resorting to
God. Marx and Freud used this argument to convey
messages of liberation, full-development, and unfettered
happiness.*[66] One of the most common criticisms of
atheism has been to the contrary̶that denying the ex-
istence of a god leads to moral relativism, leaving one
with no moral or ethical foundation,*[85] or renders life
meaningless and miserable.*[86] Blaise Pascal argued
this view in his Pensées.*[87]
French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre identified himself as
a representative of an "atheist existentialism"*[88] con-
cerned less with denying the existence of God than with
establishing that“man needs ... to find himself again and
to understand that nothing can save him from himself, not
even a valid proof of the existence of God.”*[89] Sartre
said a corollary of his atheism was that “if God does
not exist, there is at least one being in whom existence

precedes essence, a being who exists before he can be
defined by any concept, and ... this being is man.”*[88]
The practical consequence of this atheism was described
by Sartre as meaning that there are no a priori rules or ab-
solute values that can be invoked to govern human con-
duct, and that humans are“condemned”to invent these
for themselves, making“man”absolutely“responsible
for everything he does”.*[90]

5.4 Atheism, religion, and morality

See also: Atheism and religion, Criticism of atheism,
Secular ethics, and Secular morality

5.4.1 Association with world views and so-
cial behaviors

Sociologist Phil Zuckerman analyzed previous social sci-
ence research on secularity and non-belief, and concluded
that societal well-being is positively correlated with irreli-
gion. He found that there are much lower concentrations
of atheism and secularity in poorer, less developed na-
tions (particularly in Africa and South America) than in
the richer industrialized democracies.*[91]*[92] His find-
ings relating specifically to atheism in the US were that
compared to religious people in the US,“atheists and sec-
ular people”are less nationalistic, prejudiced, antisemitic,
racist, dogmatic, ethnocentric, closed-minded, and au-
thoritarian, and in US states with the highest percentages
of atheists, the murder rate is lower than average. In the
most religious states, the murder rate is higher than aver-
age.*[93]*[94]

5.4.2 Atheism and irreligion

People who self-identify as atheists are often assumed
to be irreligious, but some sects within major religions
reject the existence of a personal, creator deity.*[96] In
recent years, certain religious denominations have accu-
mulated a number of openly atheistic followers, such as
atheistic or humanistic Judaism*[97]*[98] and Christian
atheists.*[99]*[100]*[101]
The strictest sense of positive atheism does not entail
any specific beliefs outside of disbelief in any deity; as
such, atheists can hold any number of spiritual beliefs.
For the same reason, atheists can hold a wide variety of
ethical beliefs, ranging from the moral universalism of
humanism, which holds that a moral code should be ap-
plied consistently to all humans, to moral nihilism, which
holds that morality is meaningless.*[102]
Philosophers such as Slavoj Žižek,*[103] Alain de Bot-
ton,*[104] andAlexander Bard and Jan Söderqvist,*[105]
have all argued that atheists should reclaim religion as an
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Buddhism is sometimes described as nontheistic because of the
absence of a creator god, but that can be too simplistic a
view.*[95]

act of defiance against theism, precisely not to leave reli-
gion as an unwarranted monopoly to theists.

5.4.3 Divine command

According to Plato's Euthyphro dilemma, the role of the
gods in determining right from wrong is either unneces-
sary or arbitrary. The argument that morality must be de-
rived from God, and cannot exist without a wise creator,
has been a persistent feature of political if not so much
philosophical debate.*[106]*[107]*[108] Moral precepts
such as“murder is wrong”are seen as divine laws, re-
quiring a divine lawmaker and judge. However, many
atheists argue that treating morality legalistically involves
a false analogy, and that morality does not depend on a
lawmaker in the same way that laws do.*[109] Friedrich
Nietzsche believed in a morality independent of theistic
belief, and stated that morality based upon God “has
truth only if God is truth̶it stands or falls with faith in
God.”*[110]*[111]*[112]
There exist normative ethical systems that do not re-
quire principles and rules to be given by a deity. Some
include virtue ethics, social contract, Kantian ethics,
utilitarianism, andObjectivism. SamHarris has proposed
that moral prescription (ethical rule making) is not just an

issue to be explored by philosophy, but that we can mean-
ingfully practice a science of morality. Any such scien-
tific system must, nevertheless, respond to the criticism
embodied in the naturalistic fallacy.*[113]
Philosophers Susan Neiman*[114] and Julian Bag-
gini*[115] (among others) assert that behaving ethically
only because of divine mandate is not true ethical behav-
ior but merely blind obedience. Baggini argues that athe-
ism is a superior basis for ethics, claiming that a moral ba-
sis external to religious imperatives is necessary to evalu-
ate themorality of the imperatives themselves̶to be able
to discern, for example, that“thou shalt steal”is immoral
even if one's religion instructs it̶and that atheists, there-
fore, have the advantage of being more inclined to make
such evaluations.*[116] The contemporary British politi-
cal philosopher Martin Cohen has offered the more his-
torically telling example of Biblical injunctions in favor
of torture and slavery as evidence of how religious injunc-
tions follow political and social customs, rather than vice
versa, but also noted that the same tendency seems to be
true of supposedly dispassionate and objective philoso-
phers.*[117] Cohen extends this argument in more detail
in Political Philosophy from Plato to Mao, where he ar-
gues that the Qur'an played a role in perpetuating social
codes from the early 7th century despite changes in sec-
ular society.*[118]

5.4.4 Criticism of religion

See also: Criticism of religion

Some prominent atheists̶most recently Christopher
Hitchens, Daniel Dennett, Sam Harris, and Richard
Dawkins, and following such thinkers as Bertrand Rus-
sell, Robert G. Ingersoll, Voltaire, and novelist José Sara-
mago̶have criticized religions, citing harmful aspects of
religious practices and doctrines.*[119]
The 19th-century German political theorist and sociolo-
gist Karl Marx called religion“the sigh of the oppressed
creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of
soulless conditions. It is the opium of the people". He
goes on to say,“The abolition of religion as the illusory
happiness of the people is the demand for their real happi-
ness. To call on them to give up their illusions about their
condition is to call on them to give up a condition that re-
quires illusions. The criticism of religion is, therefore, in
embryo, the criticism of that vale of tears of which reli-
gion is the halo.”*[120] Lenin said that“every religious
idea and every idea of God is unutterable vileness ... of
the most dangerous kind, 'contagion' of the most abom-
inable kind. Millions of sins, filthy deeds, acts of violence
and physical contagions ... are far less dangerous than the
subtle, spiritual idea of God decked out in the smartest
ideological constumes ...”*[121]
Sam Harris criticizes Western religion's reliance on
divine authority as lending itself to authoritarianism
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Karl Marx

and dogmatism.*[122] There is a correlation between
religious fundamentalism and extrinsic religion (when re-
ligion is held because it serves ulterior interests)*[123]
and authoritarianism, dogmatism, and prejudice.*[124]
These arguments̶combined with historical events that
are argued to demonstrate the dangers of religion, such
as the Crusades, inquisitions, witch trials, and terrorist
attacks̶have been used in response to claims of benefi-
cial effects of belief in religion.*[125] Believers counter-
argue that some regimes that espouse atheism, such as
the Soviet Union, have also been guilty of mass mur-
der.*[126]*[127] In response to those claims, atheists
such as Sam Harris and Richard Dawkins have stated that
Stalin's atrocities were influenced not by atheism but by
dogmatic Marxism, and that while Stalin and Mao hap-
pened to be atheists, they did not do their deeds in the
name of atheism.*[128]*[129]

5.5 Etymology

The Greek word αθεοι (atheoi), as it appears in the Epistle to
the Ephesians (2:12) on the early 3rd-century Papyrus 46. It is
usually translated into English as "[those who are] without God”
.*[130]

In early ancient Greek, the adjective átheos (ἄθεος, from
the privative ἀ- + θεός“god”) meant“godless”. It was
first used as a term of censure roughlymeaning“ungodly”
or“impious”. In the 5th century BCE, the word began
to indicate more deliberate and active godlessness in the
sense of“severing relations with the gods”or“deny-
ing the gods”. The term ἀσεβής (asebēs) then came to
be applied against those who impiously denied or disre-
spected the local gods, even if they believed in other gods.
Modern translations of classical texts sometimes render
átheos as “atheistic”. As an abstract noun, there was
also ἀθεότης (atheotēs),“atheism”. Cicero transliterated
the Greek word into the Latin átheos. The term found
frequent use in the debate between early Christians and
Hellenists, with each side attributing it, in the pejorative
sense, to the other.*[13]
The term atheist (from Fr. athée), in the sense of“one
who ... denies the existence of God or gods”,*[131]
predates atheism in English, being first found as early
as 1566,*[132] and again in 1571.*[133] Atheist as a la-
bel of practical godlessness was used at least as early
as 1577.*[134] The term atheism was derived from the
French athéisme,*[135] and appears in English about
1587.*[136] An earlier work, from about 1534, used
the term atheonism.*[137]*[138] Related words emerged
later: deist in 1621,*[139] theist in 1662,*[140] deism
in 1675,*[141] and theism in 1678.*[142] At that time

“deist”and“deism”already carried their modern mean-
ing. The term theism came to be contrasted with deism.
Karen Armstrong writes that“During the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, the word 'atheist' was still reserved
exclusively for polemic ... The term 'atheist' was an insult.
Nobody would have dreamed of calling himself an athe-
ist.”*[16]
Atheism was first used to describe a self-avowed belief
in late 18th-century Europe, specifically denoting disbe-
lief in themonotheistic Abrahamic god.*[143] In the 20th
century, globalization contributed to the expansion of the
term to refer to disbelief in all deities, though it remains
common inWestern society to describe atheism as simply

“disbelief in God”.*[44]

5.6 History

Main article: History of atheism

While the earliest-found usage of the term atheism is
in 16th-century France,*[135]*[136] ideas that would be
recognized today as atheistic are documented from the
Vedic period and the classical antiquity.
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5.6.1 Early Indic religion

Main article: Atheism in Hinduism

Atheistic schools are found in early Indian thought and
have existed from the times of the historical Vedic re-
ligion.*[144] Among the six orthodox schools of Hindu
philosophy, Samkhya, the oldest philosophical school of
thought, does not accept God, and the early Mimamsa
also rejected the notion of God.*[145] The thoroughly
materialistic and anti-theistic philosophical Cārvāka (or
Lokāyata) school that originated in India around the
6th century BCE is probably the most explicitly atheis-
tic school of philosophy in India, similar to the Greek
Cyrenaic school. This branch of Indian philosophy is
classified as heterodox due to its rejection of the au-
thority of Vedas and hence is not considered part of
the six orthodox schools of Hinduism, but it is notewor-
thy as evidence of a materialistic movement within Hin-
duism.*[146] Chatterjee and Datta explain that our un-
derstanding of Cārvāka philosophy is fragmentary, based
largely on criticism of the ideas by other schools, and that
it is not a living tradition:

“Thoughmaterialism in some form or other
has always been present in India, and occa-
sional references are found in the Vedas, the
Buddhistic literature, the Epics, as well as in
the later philosophical works we do not find any
systematic work on materialism, nor any orga-
nized school of followers as the other philo-
sophical schools possess. But almost every
work of the other schools states, for refuta-
tion, the materialistic views. Our knowledge of
Indian materialism is chiefly based on these.”
*[147]

Other Indian philosophies generally regarded as atheistic
include Classical Samkhya and Purva Mimamsa. The re-
jection of a personal creator God is also seen in Jainism
and Buddhism in India.*[148]

5.6.2 Classical antiquity

Western atheism has its roots in pre-Socratic Greek phi-
losophy, but did not emerge as a distinct world-view un-
til the late Enlightenment.*[149] The 5th-century BCE
Greek philosopher Diagoras is known as the“first athe-
ist”,*[150] and is cited as such by Cicero in hisDeNatura
Deorum.*[151] Atomists such as Democritus attempted
to explain the world in a purely materialistic way, with-
out reference to the spiritual or mystical. Critias viewed
religion as a human invention used to frighten people
into following moral order*[152] and Prodicus also ap-
pears to have made clear atheistic statements in his work.
Philodemus reports that Prodicus believed that“the gods

In Plato's Apology, Socrates (pictured) was accused by Meletus
of not believing in the gods.

of popular belief do not exist nor do they know, but prim-
itive man, [out of admiration, deified] the fruits of the
earth and virtually everything that contributed to his ex-
istence”. Protagoras has sometimes been taken to be
an atheist but rather espoused agnostic views, comment-
ing that “Concerning the gods I am unable to discover
whether they exist or not, or what they are like in form; for
there are many hindrances to knowledge, the obscurity
of the subject and the brevity of human life.”*[153] In
the 3rd-century BCE the Greek philosophers Theodorus
Cyrenaicus*[151]*[154] and Strato of Lampsacus*[155]
did not believe in the existence of gods.
Socrates (c. 470–399 BCE) was associated in the Athe-
nian public mind with the trends in pre-Socratic philoso-
phy towards naturalistic inquiry and the rejection of di-
vine explanations for phenomena. Although such an in-
terpretation misrepresents his thought he was portrayed
in such a way in Aristophanes' comic play Clouds and
was later to be tried and executed for impiety and cor-
rupting the young. At his trial Socrates is reported as
vehemently denying that he was an atheist and contem-
porary scholarship provides little reason to doubt this
claim.*[156]*[157]
Euhemerus (c. 300 BCE) published his view that the gods
were only the deified rulers, conquerors and founders of
the past, and that their cults and religions were in essence
the continuation of vanished kingdoms and earlier politi-
cal structures.*[158] Although not strictly an atheist, Eu-
hemerus was later criticized for having“spread atheism
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over the whole inhabited earth by obliterating the gods”
.*[159]
Also important in the history of atheism was Epicurus
(c. 300 BCE). Drawing on the ideas of Democritus and
the Atomists, he espoused a materialistic philosophy ac-
cording to which the universe was governed by the laws
of chance without the need for divine intervention (see
scientific determinism). Although he stated that deities
existed, he believed that they were uninterested in human
existence. The aim of the Epicureans was to attain peace
of mind and one important way of doing this was by ex-
posing fear of divine wrath as irrational. The Epicureans
also denied the existence of an afterlife and the need to
fear divine punishment after death.*[160]
The Roman philosopher Sextus Empiricus held that one
should suspend judgment about virtually all beliefs̶a
form of skepticism known as Pyrrhonism̶that nothing
was inherently evil, and that ataraxia (“peace ofmind”) is
attainable by withholding one's judgment. His relatively
large volume of surviving works had a lasting influence
on later philosophers.*[161]
Themeaning of“atheist”changed over the course of clas-
sical antiquity. The early Christians were labeled athe-
ists by non-Christians because of their disbelief in pagan
gods.*[162] During the Roman Empire, Christians were
executed for their rejection of the Roman gods in general
and Emperor-worship in particular. When Christianity
became the state religion of Rome under Theodosius I in
381, heresy became a punishable offense.*[163]

5.6.3 Early Middle Ages to the Renais-
sance

During the Early Middle Ages, the Islamic world under-
went a Golden Age. With the associated advances in sci-
ence and philosophy, Arab and Persian lands produced
outspoken rationalists and atheists, includingMuhammad
al Warraq (fl. 9th century), Ibn al-Rawandi (827–911),
Al-Razi (854–925), and Al-Maʿarri (973–1058). Al-
Ma'arri wrote and taught that religion itself was a“fable
invented by the ancients”*[164] and that humans were

“of two sorts: those with brains, but no religion, and those
with religion, but no brains.”*[165] Despite being rel-
atively prolific writers, nearly none of their writing sur-
vives to the modern day, most of what little remains being
preserved through quotations and excerpts in later works
by Muslim apologists attempting to refute them.*[166]
Other prominent Golden Age scholars have been associ-
ated with rationalist thought and atheism as well, although
the current intellectual atmosphere in the Islamic world,
and the scant evidence that survives from the era, make
this point a contentious one today.
In Europe, the espousal of atheistic views was rare during
the Early Middle Ages and Middle Ages (see Medieval
Inquisition); metaphysics and theology were the dominant
interests pertaining to religion.*[167] There were, how-

ever, movements within this period that furthered het-
erodox conceptions of the Christian god, including dif-
fering views of the nature, transcendence, and knowa-
bility of God. Individuals and groups such as Johannes
Scotus Eriugena, David of Dinant, Amalric of Bena,
and the Brethren of the Free Spirit maintained Chris-
tian viewpoints with pantheistic tendencies. Nicholas of
Cusa held to a form of fideism he called docta ignoran-
tia (“learned ignorance”), asserting that God is be-
yond human categorization, and thus our knowledge of
him is limited to conjecture. William of Ockham in-
spired anti-metaphysical tendencies with his nominalistic
limitation of human knowledge to singular objects, and
asserted that the divine essence could not be intuitively
or rationally apprehended by human intellect. Follow-
ers of Ockham, such as John of Mirecourt and Nicholas
of Autrecourt furthered this view. The resulting division
between faith and reason influenced later radical and re-
formist theologians such as John Wycliffe, Jan Hus, and
Martin Luther.*[167]
The Renaissance did much to expand the scope of
free thought and skeptical inquiry. Individuals such as
Leonardo da Vinci sought experimentation as a means of
explanation, and opposed arguments from religious au-
thority. Other critics of religion and the Church dur-
ing this time included Niccolò Machiavelli, Bonaventure
des Périers, Michel de Montaigne, and François Ra-
belais.*[161]

5.6.4 Early modern period

Historian Geoffrey Blainey wrote that the Reformation
had paved the way for atheists by attacking the authority
of the Catholic Church, which in turn“quietly inspired
other thinkers to attack the authority of the new Protes-
tant churches”.*[168] Deism gained influence in France,
Prussia, and England. The philosopher Baruch Spinoza
was“probably the first well known 'semi-atheist' to an-
nounce himself in a Christian land in the modern era”,
according to Blainey. Spinoza believed that natural laws
explained the workings of the universe. In 1661 he pub-
lished his Short Treatise on God.*[169]
Criticism of Christianity became increasingly frequent
in the 17th and 18th centuries, especially in France
and England, where there appears to have been a reli-
gious malaise, according to contemporary sources. Some
Protestant thinkers, such as Thomas Hobbes, espoused a
materialist philosophy and skepticism toward supernatu-
ral occurrences, while Spinoza rejected divine providence
in favor of a panentheistic naturalism. By the late 17th
century, deism came to be openly espoused by intellectu-
als such as John Toland who coined the term“pantheist”
.*[170]
The first known explicit atheist was the German critic
of religion Matthias Knutzen in his three writings of
1674.*[171] He was followed by two other explicit athe-
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ist writers, the Polish ex-Jesuit philosopher Kazimierz
Łyszczyński and in the 1720s by the French priest
Jean Meslier.*[172] In the course of the 18th century,
other openly atheistic thinkers followed, such as Baron
d'Holbach, Jacques-André Naigeon, and other French
materialists.*[173] John Locke in contrast, though an ad-
vocate of tolerance, urged authorities not to tolerate athe-
ism, believing that the denial of God's existence would
undermine the social order and lead to chaos.*[174]
The philosopher David Hume developed a skeptical epis-
temology grounded in empiricism, and Immanuel Kant's
philosophy has strongly questioned the very possibility
of a metaphysical knowledge. Both philosophers under-
mined the metaphysical basis of natural theology and crit-
icized classical arguments for the existence of God.

Ludwig Feuerbach's The Essence of Christianity (1841) would
greatly influence philosophers such as Engels, Marx, David
Strauss, Nietzsche, and Max Stirner. He considered God
to be a human invention and religious activities to be wish-
fulfillment. For this he is considered the founding father of mod-
ern anthropology of religion.

Blainey notes that, although Voltaire is widely considered
to have strongly contributed to atheistic thinking during
the Revolution, he also considered fear of God to have
discouraged further disorder, having said “If God did
not exist, it would be necessary to invent him.”*[175]
In Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790), the
philosopher Edmund Burke denounced atheism, writing
of a“literary cabal”who had“some years ago formed
something like a regular plan for the destruction of the
Christian religion. This object they pursued with a de-
gree of zeal which hitherto had been discovered only in
the propagators of some system of piety ... These atheis-
tical fathers have a bigotry of their own ...”. But, Burke
asserted,“man is by his constitution a religious animal”

and“atheism is against, not only our reason, but our in-
stincts; and ... it cannot prevail long”.*[176]
Baron d'Holbach was a prominent figure in the French
Enlightenment who is best known for his atheism and
for his voluminous writings against religion, the most fa-
mous of them being The System of Nature (1770) but also
Christianity Unveiled. One goal of the French Revolu-
tion was a restructuring and subordination of the clergy
with respect to the state through the Civil Constitution
of the Clergy. Attempts to enforce it led to anti-clerical
violence and the expulsion of many clergy from France,
lasting until the Thermidorian Reaction. The radical
Jacobins seized power in 1793, ushering in the Reign
of Terror. The Jacobins were deists and introduced the
Cult of the Supreme Being as a new French state reli-
gion. Some atheists surrounding Jacques Hébert instead
sought to establish a Cult of Reason, a form of atheis-
tic pseudo-religion with a goddess personifying reason.
The Napoleonic era further institutionalized the secular-
ization of French society.
In the latter half of the 19th century, atheism rose
to prominence under the influence of rationalistic and
freethinking philosophers. Many prominent German
philosophers of this era denied the existence of deities
and were critical of religion, including Ludwig Feuer-
bach, Arthur Schopenhauer, Max Stirner, Karl Marx, and
Friedrich Nietzsche.*[177]
George Holyoake was the last person (1842) imprisoned
in Great Britain due to atheist beliefs.*[178] Stephen
Law states that Holyoake “first coined the term 'secu-
larism'".*[179]

5.6.5 Since 1900

Further information: Marxism and religion

Atheism in the 20th century, particularly in the form of
practical atheism, advanced in many societies. Atheis-
tic thought found recognition in a wide variety of other,
broader philosophies, such as existentialism, objectivism,
secular humanism, nihilism, anarchism, logical posi-
tivism, Marxism, feminism,*[180] and the general scien-
tific and rationalist movement.
In addition, state atheism emerged in Eastern Europe
and Asia during that period, particularly in the Soviet
Union under Vladimir Lenin and Joseph Stalin, and in
Communist China under Mao Zedong. Atheist and anti-
religious policies in the Soviet Union included numerous
legislative acts, the outlawing of religious instruction in
the schools, and the emergence of the League of Militant
Atheists.*[181]*[182] After Mao, the Chinese Commu-
nist Party remains an atheist organization, and regulates,
but does not completely forbid, the practice of religion in
mainland China.*[183]*[184]*[185]
While Geoffrey Blainey has written that“the most ruth-
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1929 cover of the USSR League of Militant Atheists magazine,
showing the gods of the Abrahamic religions being crushed by
the Communist 5-year plan

less leaders in the Second World War were atheists and
secularists whowere intensely hostile to both Judaism and
Christianity”,*[186] RichardMadsen has pointed out that
Hitler and Stalin each opened and closed churches as a
matter of political expedience, and Stalin softened his op-
position to Christianity in order to improve public accep-
tance of his regime during the war.*[187] Blackford and
Schüklenk have written that“the Soviet Union was un-
deniably an atheist state, and the same applies to Maoist
China and Pol Pot's fanatical Khmer Rouge regime in
Cambodia in the 1970s. That does not, however, show
that the atrocities committed by these totalitarian dicta-
torships were the result of atheist beliefs, carried out in
the name of atheism, or caused primarily by the atheistic
aspects of the relevant forms of communism.”*[188]
Logical positivism and scientism paved the way for
neopositivism, analytical philosophy, structuralism, and
naturalism. Neopositivism and analytical philosophy dis-
carded classical rationalism and metaphysics in favor of
strict empiricism and epistemological nominalism. Pro-
ponents such as Bertrand Russell emphatically rejected
belief in God. In his early work, Ludwig Wittgenstein
attempted to separate metaphysical and supernatural lan-
guage from rational discourse. A. J. Ayer asserted the un-
verifiability and meaninglessness of religious statements,
citing his adherence to the empirical sciences. Relat-
edly the applied structuralism of Lévi-Strauss sourced re-

The British philosopher Bertrand Russell

ligious language to the human subconscious in denying its
transcendental meaning. J. N. Findlay and J. J. C. Smart
argued that the existence of God is not logically neces-
sary. Naturalists and materialistic monists such as John
Dewey considered the natural world to be the basis of
everything, denying the existence of God or immortal-
ity.*[57]*[189]

5.6.6 Other developments

Other leaders like Periyar E. V. Ramasamy, a promi-
nent atheist leader of India, fought against Hinduism and
Brahmins for discriminating and dividing people in the
name of caste and religion.*[190] This was highlighted
in 1956 when he arranged for the erection of a statue de-
picting a Hindu god in a humble representation and made
antitheistic statements.*[191]
Atheist Vashti McCollum was the plaintiff in a land-
mark 1948 Supreme Court case that struck down re-
ligious education in US public schools.*[192] Madalyn
Murray O'Hair was perhaps one of the most influential
American atheists; she brought forth the 1963 Supreme
Court case Murray v. Curlett which banned compulsory
prayer in public schools.*[193] In 1966, Time magazine
asked “Is God Dead?"*[194] in response to the Death
of God theological movement, citing the estimation that
nearly half of all people in the world lived under an anti-
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religious power, and millions more in Africa, Asia, and
South America seemed to lack knowledge of the Chris-
tian view of theology.*[195] The Freedom FromReligion
Foundation was co-founded by Anne Nicol Gaylor and
her daughter, Annie Laurie Gaylor, in 1976 in the United
States, and incorporated nationally in 1978. It promotes
the separation of church and state.*[196]*[197]
Since the fall of the Berlin Wall, the number of actively
anti-religious regimes has reduced considerably. In 2006,
Timothy Shah of the Pew Forum noted “a worldwide
trend across all major religious groups, in which God-
based and faith-based movements in general are experi-
encing increasing confidence and influence vis-à-vis secu-
lar movements and ideologies.”*[198] However, Gregory
S. Paul and Phil Zuckerman consider this a myth and sug-
gest that the actual situation is much more complex and
nuanced.*[199]
A 2010 survey found that those identifying themselves
as atheists or agnostics are on average more knowledge-
able about religion than followers of major faiths. Non-
believers scored better on questions about tenets central
to Protestant and Catholic faiths. Only Mormon and Jew-
ish faithful scored as well as atheists and agnostics.*[200]
In 2012, the first “Women in Secularism”conference
was held in Arlington, Virginia.*[201] Secular Woman
was organized in 2012 as a national organization fo-
cused on nonreligious women.*[202] The atheist femi-
nist movement has also become increasingly focused on
fighting sexism and sexual harassment within the athe-
ist movement itself.*[203] In August 2012, Jennifer Mc-
Creight (the organizer of Boobquake) founded a move-
ment within atheism known as Atheism Plus, or A+,
that “applies skepticism to everything, including social
issues like sexism, racism, politics, poverty, and crime”
.*[204]*[205]*[206]
In 2013 the first atheist monument on American
government property was unveiled at the Bradford
County Courthouse in Florida: a 1,500-pound gran-
ite bench and plinth inscribed with quotes by Thomas
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and Madalyn Murray
O'Hair.*[207]*[208]

5.6.7 New Atheism

Main article: New Atheism

“NewAtheism”is the name that has been given to amove-
ment among some early-21st-century atheist writers who
have advocated the view that“religion should not simply
be tolerated but should be countered, criticized, and ex-
posed by rational argument wherever its influence arises.”
*[209] The movement is commonly associated with Sam
Harris, Daniel C. Dennett, Richard Dawkins, Victor J.
Stenger, and Christopher Hitchens.*[210]*[211] Several
best-selling books by these authors, published between

The "FourHorsemen of the Non-Apocalypse" (clockwise from top
left): Richard Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens, Daniel Dennett,
and Sam Harris

2004 and 2007, form the basis for much of the discus-
sion of“New”Atheism.*[211]
These atheists generally seek to disassociate themselves
from the mass political atheism that gained ascendency
in various nations in the 20th century. In best selling
books, the religiously motivated terrorist events of 9/11
and the partially successful attempts of the Discovery In-
stitute to change the American science curriculum to in-
clude creationist ideas, together with support for those
ideas from George W. Bush in 2005, have been cited by
authors such as Harris, Dennett, Dawkins, Stenger, and
Hitchens as evidence of a need to move society towards
atheism.*[212]

5.7 Demographics

Main article: Demographics of atheism
Further information: Religiosity and education
It is difficult to quantify the number of atheists in the
world. Respondents to religious-belief polls may define

“atheism”differently or draw different distinctions be-
tween atheism, non-religious beliefs, and non-theistic re-
ligious and spiritual beliefs.*[213] A Hindu atheist would
declare oneself as a Hindu, although also being an athe-
ist at the same time.*[214] A 2010 survey published
in Encyclopædia Britannica found that the non-religious
made up about 9.6% of the world's population, and athe-
ists about 2.0%, with a very large majority based in
Asia. This figure did not include those who follow athe-
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istic religions, such as some Buddhists.*[215] The aver-
age annual change for atheism from 2000 to 2010 was
−0.17%.*[215] Broad estimates of those who have an ab-
sence of belief in a god range from 500 million to 1.1
billion people worldwide.*[216]*[217]
According to global studies done by Gallup Interna-
tional, 13% of respondents were “convinced athe-
ists”in 2012 and 11% were “convinced atheists”in
2015.*[27]*[218] As of 2012, the top ten countries
with people who viewed themselves as “convinced
atheists”were China (47%), Japan (31%), the Czech
Republic (30%), France (29%), South Korea (15%),
Germany (15%), Netherlands (14%), Austria (10%),
Iceland (10%), Australia (10%), and the Republic of Ire-
land (10%).*[219]

5.7.1 Europe

Percentage of people in various European countries who said:
“I don't believe there is any sort of spirit, God or life force.”
(2010)*[220]

According to the 2010 Eurobarometer Poll, the percent-
age of those polled who agreed with the statement“you
don't believe there is any sort of spirit, God or life force”
varied from a high percentage in France (40%), Czech
Republic (37%), Sweden (34%), Netherlands (30%), and
Estonia (29%); medium-high percentage in Germany
(27%), Belgium (27%), UK (25%); to very low in Poland

(5%), Greece (4%), Cyprus (3%), Malta (2%), and Ro-
mania (1%), with the European Union as a whole at
20%.*[32] In a 2012 Eurobarometer poll on discrimina-
tion in the European Union, 16% of those polled consid-
ered themselves non believers/agnostics and 7% consid-
ered themselves atheists.*[221]
According to a Pew Research Center survey in 2012
religiously unaffiliated (including agnostics and atheists)
make up about 18% of Europeans.*[222] According to
the same survey, the religiously unaffiliated are the ma-
jority of the population only in two European countries:
Czech Republic (75%) and Estonia (60%).*[222]

5.7.2 Asia

There are another four countries where the unaffiliated
make up a majority of the population: North Korea
(71%), Japan (57%), Hong Kong (56%), and China
(52%).*[222]

5.7.3 Australia

According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, 22% of
Australians have“no religion”, a category that includes
atheists.*[223]

5.7.4 United States

In the US, there was a 1% to 5% increase in self-
reported atheism from 2005 to 2012, and a larger drop in
those who self-identified as“religious”, down by 13%,
from 73% to 60%.*[224] According to the World Val-
ues Survey, 4.4% of Americans self-identified as athe-
ists in 2014.*[225] However, the same survey showed
that 11.1% of all respondents stated “no”when asked
if they believed in God.*[225] In 1984, these same fig-
ures were 1.1% and 2.2%, respectively. According to a
2015 report by the Pew Research Center, 3.1% of the
US adult population identify as atheist, up from 1.6% in
2007, and within the religiously unaffiliated (or“no re-
ligion”) demographic, atheists made up 13.6%.*[226]
According to the 2015 General Sociological Survey the
number of atheists and agnostics in the US has remained
relatively flat in the past 23 years since in 1991 only 2%
identified as atheist and 4% identified as agnostic and in
2014 only 3% identified as atheists and 5% identified as
agnostics.*[227]

5.7.5 Arab world

In recent years, the profile of atheism has risen substan-
tially in the Arab world.*[228] In major cities across
the region, such as Cairo, atheists have been organiz-
ing in cafés and social media, despite regular crackdowns
from authoritarian governments.*[228] A 2012 poll by
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Gallup International revealed that 5% of Saudis consid-
ered themselves to be“convinced atheists.”*[228] How-
ever, very few young people in the Arab world have athe-
ists in their circle of friends or acquaintances. According
to one study, less than 1% did in Morocco, Egypt, Saudia
Arabia, or Jordan; only 3% to 7% in the United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait, and Palestine.*[229] When
asked whether they have“seen or heard traces of atheism
in [their] locality, community, and society”only about
3% to 8% responded yes in all the countries surveyed.
The only exception was the UAE, with 51%.*[229]

5.7.6 Atheism, wealth, and education

A study noted positive correlations between levels of
education and secularism, including atheism, in Amer-
ica.*[93] According to evolutionary psychologist Nigel
Barber, atheism blossoms in places where most peo-
ple feel economically secure, particularly in the social
democracies of Europe, as there is less uncertainty about
the future with extensive social safety nets and better
health care resulting in a greater quality of life and higher
life expectancy. By contrast, in underdeveloped coun-
tries, there are virtually no atheists.*[230]
In a 2008 study, researchers found intelligence to be neg-
atively related to religious belief in Europe and the United
States. In a sample of 137 countries, the correlation
between national IQ and disbelief in God was found to
be 0.60.*[231] Evolutionary psychologist Nigel Barber
states that the reason atheists are more intelligent than
religious people is better explained by social, environ-
mental, and wealth factors which happen to correlate with
loss of religious belief as well. He doubts that religion
causes stupidity, noting that some highly intelligent peo-
ple have also been religious, but he says it is plausible
that higher intelligence correlates to rejection of improb-
able religious beliefs and that the situation between in-
telligence and rejection of religious beliefs is quite com-
plex.*[232]

5.8 See also
• Practical atheism

• Apostasy

• Brights movement

• Dysteleology

• Secular religion

5.9 Notes
[1] Harvey, Van A. Agnosticism and Atheism, in Flynn 2007,
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themselves to two different definitions. The first takes the
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sis (to know) to mean that atheism is simply the absence of
belief in the gods and agnosticism is simply lack of knowl-
edge of some specified subject matter. The second defini-
tion takes atheism to mean the explicit denial of the exis-
tence of gods and agnosticism as the position of someone
who, because the existence of gods is unknowable, sus-
pends judgment regarding them ... The first is the more
inclusive and recognizes only two alternatives: Either one
believes in the gods or one does not. Consequently, there
is no third alternative, as those who call themselves agnos-
tics sometimes claim. Insofar as they lack belief, they are
really atheists. Moreover, since absence of belief is the
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proponents of the second definition, by contrast, regard
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formed children along with aggressive and explicit athe-
ists. Consequently, it is unlikely that the public will adopt
it.”
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Dictionary of Philosophy (2008 ed.). Oxford University
Press. Retrieved 2013-11-21. Either the lack of belief
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• Runes, Dagobert D.(editor) (1942). Dictionary of
Philosophy. New Jersey: Littlefield, Adams &
Co. Philosophical Library. ISBN 0-06463461-2.
Archived from the original on 2011-05-13. Re-
trieved 2011-04-09. (a) the belief that there is
no God; (b) Some philosophers have been called

“atheistic”because they have not held to a belief in
a personal God. Atheism in this sense means“not
theistic”. The former meaning of the term is a lit-
eral rendering. The latter meaning is a less rigorous
use of the term though widely current in the history
of thought – entry by Vergilius Ferm

[4] “Atheism”. OxfordDictionaries.com. Oxford University
Press. Retrieved April 23, 2017.
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reasons ... : for an anthropomorphic God, the atheist re-
jects belief in God because it is false or probably false that
there is a God; for a nonanthropomorphic God ... because
the concept of such a God is either meaningless, unintelli-
gible, contradictory, incomprehensible, or incoherent; for
the God portrayed by some modern or contemporary the-
ologians or philosophers ... because the concept of God
in question is such that it merely masks an atheistic sub-
stance̶e.g.,“God”is just another name for love, or ...
a symbolic term for moral ideals.”
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[6] Edwards 2005: “On our definition, an 'atheist' is a per-
son who rejects belief in God, regardless of whether or not
his reason for the rejection is the claim that 'God exists'
expresses a false proposition. People frequently adopt an
attitude of rejection toward a position for reasons other
than that it is a false proposition. It is common among
contemporary philosophers, and indeed it was not uncom-
mon in earlier centuries, to reject positions on the ground
that they are meaningless. Sometimes, too, a theory is re-
jected on such grounds as that it is sterile or redundant or
capricious, and there are many other considerations which
in certain contexts are generally agreed to constitute good
grounds for rejecting an assertion.”

[7] Rowe 1998: “As commonly understood, atheism is the
position that affirms the nonexistence of God. So an athe-
ist is someone who disbelieves in God, whereas a theist is
someone who believes in God. Another meaning of 'athe-
ism' is simply nonbelief in the existence of God, rather
than positive belief in the nonexistence of God. ... an
atheist, in the broader sense of the term, is someone who
disbelieves in every form of deity, not just the God of tra-
ditional Western theology.”

[8] J.J.C. Smart. “Atheism and Agnosticism”. Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy.
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ies, University of Alabama. Retrieved 2012-12-01.
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[11] “Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary”. Archived from
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[33] Chisholm, Hugh, ed. (1911). "Atheism".
Encyclopædia Britannica (11th ed.). Cambridge Univer-
sity Press. The term as generally used, however, is highly
ambiguous. Its meaning varies (a) according to the vari-
ous definitions of deity, and especially (b) according as it
is (i.) deliberately adopted by a thinker as a description
of his own theological standpoint, or (ii.) applied by one
set of thinkers to their opponents. As to (a), it is obvious
that atheism from the standpoint of the Christian is a very
different conception as compared with atheism as under-
stood by a Deist, a Positivist, a follower of Euhemerus or
Herbert Spencer, or a Buddhist.

[34] Martin 1990, pp. 467–468: “In the popular sense an
agnostic neither believes nor disbelieves that God exists,
while an atheist disbelieves that God exists. However, this
common contrast of agnosticism with atheism will hold
only if one assumes that atheism means positive atheism.
In the popular sense, agnosticism is compatible with nega-
tive atheism. Since negative atheism by definition simply
means not holding any concept of God, it is compatible
with neither believing nor disbelieving in God.”

[35] Flint 1903, pp. 49–51: “The atheist may however be,
and not unfrequently is, an agnostic. There is an agnostic
atheism or atheistic agnosticism, and the combination of
atheism with agnosticism which may be so named is not
an uncommon one.”

[36] Holland, Aaron. Agnosticism, in Flynn 2007, p. 34:“It is
important to note that this interpretation of agnosticism is
compatible with theism or atheism, since it is only asserted
that knowledge of God's existence is unattainable.”

[37] Martin 2006, p. 2: “But agnosticism is compatible with
negative atheism in that agnosticism entails negative athe-
ism. Since agnostics do not believe in God, they are by
definition negative atheists. This is not to say that nega-
tive atheism entails agnosticism. A negative atheist might
disbelieve in God but need not.”

[38] Barker 2008, p. 96: “People are invariably surprised
to hear me say I am both an atheist and an agnostic, as
if this somehow weakens my certainty. I usually reply
with a question like, “Well, are you a Republican or an
American?" The two words serve different concepts and
are not mutually exclusive. Agnosticism addresses knowl-
edge; atheism addresses belief. The agnostic says,“I don't
have a knowledge that God exists.”The atheist says,“I
don't have a belief that God exists.”You can say both
things at the same time. Some agnostics are atheistic and
some are theistic.”

[39] Besant, Annie. Why Should Atheists Be Persecuted?. in
Bradlaugh et al. 1884, pp. 185–186: “The Atheist waits
for proof of God. Till that proof comes he remains, as
his name implies, without God. His mind is open to every
new truth, after it has passed the warder Reason at the
gate.”

[40] Holyoake, George Jacob (1842).“Mr. Mackintosh's New
God”. The Oracle of Reason, Or, Philosophy Vindicated.
1 (23): 186. On the contrary, I, as an Atheist, simply pro-
fess that I do not see sufficient reason to believe that there
is a god. I do not pretend to know that there is no god.
The whole question of god's existence, belief or disbelief,

a question of probability or of improbability, not knowl-
edge.

[41] Nielsen 2013: “atheism, in general, the critique and de-
nial of metaphysical beliefs in God or spiritual beings. As
such, it is usually distinguished from theism, which affirms
the reality of the divine and often seeks to demonstrate
its existence. Atheism is also distinguished from agnos-
ticism, which leaves open the question whether there is a
god or not, professing to find the questions unanswered or
unanswerable.”

[42] “Atheism”. Encyclopædia Britannica Concise. Mer-
riamWebster. Retrieved 2011-12-15. Critique and denial
of metaphysical beliefs in God or divine beings. Unlike
agnosticism, which leaves open the question of whether
there is a God, atheism is a positive denial. It is rooted in
an array of philosophical systems.

[43] Chisholm, Hugh, ed. (1911). "Atheism".
Encyclopædia Britannica (11th ed.). Cambridge Univer-
sity Press. But dogmatic atheism is rare compared with
the sceptical type, which is identical with agnosticism in
so far as it denies the capacity of the mind of man to form
any conception of God, but is different from it in so far
as the agnostic merely holds his judgment in suspense,
though, in practice, agnosticism is apt to result in an atti-
tude towards religion which is hardly distinguishable from
a passive and unaggressive atheism.

[44] Martin 2006.

[45]“Atheism as rejection of religious beliefs”. Encyclopædia
Britannica. 1 (15th ed.). 2011. p. 666. 0852294735.
Archived from the original on 2011-05-12. Retrieved
2011-04-09.

[46] d'Holbach, P. H. T. (1772). Good Sense. Retrieved 2011-
04-07.

[47] Smith 1979, p. 14.

[48] Nagel, Ernest (1959).“Philosophical Concepts of Athe-
ism”. Basic Beliefs: The Religious Philosophies of
Mankind. Sheridan House. I shall understand by“athe-
ism”a critique and a denial of the major claims of all
varieties of theism ... atheism is not to be identified with
sheer unbelief ... Thus, a child who has received no reli-
gious instruction and has never heard about God, is not an
atheist – for he is not denying any theistic claims. Sim-
ilarly in the case of an adult who, if he has withdrawn
from the faith of his father without reflection or because
of frank indifference to any theological issue, is also not
an atheist – for such an adult is not challenging theism and
not professing any views on the subject.
reprinted in Critiques of God, edited by Peter A. Angeles,
Prometheus Books, 1997.

[49] Flew 1976, pp. 14ff: “In this interpretation an atheist
becomes: not someone who positively asserts the non-
existence of God; but someone who is simply not a the-
ist. Let us, for future ready reference, introduce the labels
'positive atheist' for the former and 'negative atheist' for
the latter.”
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Chapter 6

Agnosticism

Not to be confused with Gnosticism.

Agnosticism is the view that the existence of God or the
supernatural are unknown and unknowable.*[1]*[2]*[3]
According to the philosopherWilliamL. Rowe,“agnosti-
cism is the view that human reason is incapable of provid-
ing sufficient rational grounds to justify either the belief
that God exists or the belief that God does not exist”.*[2]
Agnosticism is a doctrine or set of tenets*[4] rather than
a religion.
English biologist Thomas Henry Huxley coined the word

“agnostic”in 1869. Earlier thinkers, however, had
written works that promoted agnostic points of view,
such as Sanjaya Belatthaputta, a 5th-century BCE In-
dian philosopher who expressed agnosticism about any
afterlife;*[5]*[6]*[7] and Protagoras, a 5th-century BCE
Greek philosopher who expressed agnosticism about the
existence of “the gods”.*[8] The Nasadiya Sukta in
the Rigveda is agnostic about the origin of the uni-
verse.*[9]*[10]*[11]

6.1 Defining agnosticism
Agnosticism is of the essence of science,

whether ancient or modern. It simply means
that a man shall not say he knows or believes
that which he has no scientific grounds for pro-
fessing to know or believe.

Consequently, agnosticism puts aside not
only the greater part of popular theology, but
also the greater part of anti-theology. On the
whole, the“bosh”of heterodoxy is more offen-
sive to me than that of orthodoxy, because het-
erodoxy professes to be guided by reason and
science, and orthodoxy does not.*[12]

̶Thomas Henry Huxley

That which Agnostics deny and repudiate,
as immoral, is the contrary doctrine, that
there are propositions which men ought to be-
lieve, without logically satisfactory evidence;

and that reprobation ought to attach to the
profession of disbelief in such inadequately
supported propositions.*[13]
̶Thomas Henry Huxley

Agnosticism, in fact, is not a creed, but
a method, the essence of which lies in the
rigorous application of a single principle ...
Positively the principle may be expressed: In
matters of the intellect, follow your reason
as far as it will take you, without regard to
any other consideration. And negatively: In
matters of the intellect do not pretend that
conclusions are certain which are not demon-
strated or demonstrable.*[14]*[15]*[16]
̶Thomas Henry Huxley

Being a scientist, above all else, Huxley presented agnos-
ticism as a form of demarcation. A hypothesis with no
supporting objective, testable evidence is not an objec-
tive, scientific claim. As such, there would be no way
to test said hypotheses, leaving the results inconclusive.
His agnosticism was not compatible with forming a belief
as to the truth, or falsehood, of the claim at hand. Karl
Popper would also describe himself as an agnostic.*[17]
According to philosopher William L. Rowe, in this strict
sense, agnosticism is the view that human reason is in-
capable of providing sufficient rational grounds to justify
either the belief that God exists or the belief that God
does not exist.*[2]
Others have redefined this concept, making it compatible
with forming a belief, and only incompatible with abso-
lute certainty. George H. Smith, while admitting that the
narrow definition of atheist was the common usage def-
inition of that word,*[18] and admitting that the broad
definition of agnostic was the common usage definition
of that word,*[19] promoted broadening the definition of
atheist and narrowing the definition of agnostic. Smith
rejects agnosticism as a third alternative to theism and
atheism and promotes terms such as agnostic atheism (the
view of those who do not believe in the existence of any
deity, but do not claim to know if a deity does or does
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not exist) and agnostic theism (the view of those who do
not claim to know of the existence of any deity, but still
believe in such an existence).*[20]*[21]*[22]

6.1.1 Etymology

Agnostic (fromAncient Greek ἀ- (a-), meaning 'without',
and γνῶσις (gnōsis), meaning 'knowledge') was used by
Thomas Henry Huxley in a speech at a meeting of the
Metaphysical Society in 1869 to describe his philosophy,
which rejects all claims of spiritual or mystical knowl-
edge.*[23]*[24]
Early Christian church leaders used the Greek word
gnosis (knowledge) to describe“spiritual knowledge”.
Agnosticism is not to be confused with religious views
opposing the ancient religious movement of Gnosticism
in particular; Huxley used the term in a broader, more ab-
stract sense.*[25] Huxley identified agnosticism not as a
creed but rather as a method of skeptical, evidence-based
inquiry.*[26]
In recent years, scientific literature dealing with neuro-
science and psychology has used the word to mean“not
knowable”.*[27] In technical and marketing literature,

“agnostic”can also mean independence from some pa-
rameters̶for example, “platform agnostic”*[28] or

“hardware agnostic”.*[29]

6.1.2 Qualifying agnosticism

Scottish Enlightenment philosopher David Hume con-
tended that meaningful statements about the universe are
always qualified by some degree of doubt. He asserted
that the fallibility of human beings means that they can-
not obtain absolute certainty except in trivial cases where
a statement is true by definition (e.g. tautologies such as

“all bachelors are unmarried”or“all triangles have three
corners”).*[30]

6.1.3 Types
Strong agnosticism (also called “hard”, “closed”,
“strict”, or “permanent agnosticism”)

The view that the question of the existence or
nonexistence of a deity or deities, and the nature
of ultimate reality is unknowable by reason of our
natural inability to verify any experience with any-
thing but another subjective experience. A strong
agnostic would say,“I cannot know whether a deity
exists or not, and neither can you.”*[31]*[32]*[33]

Weak agnosticism (also called “soft”, “open”, “empir-
ical”, or “temporal agnosticism”)

The view that the existence or nonexistence of any
deities is currently unknown but is not necessarily
unknowable; therefore, one will withhold judgment
until evidence, if any, becomes available. A

weak agnostic would say, “I don't know whether
any deities exist or not, but maybe one day, if
there is evidence, we can find something out.”
*[31]*[32]*[33]

Apathetic agnosticism The view that no amount of de-
bate can prove or disprove the existence of one or
more deities, and if one or more deities exist, they
do not appear to be concerned about the fate of hu-
mans. Therefore, their existence has little to no im-
pact on personal human affairs and should be of little
interest.*[34]*[35]*[36]

6.2 History

6.2.1 Greek philosophy

Agnostic thought, in the form of skepticism, emerged
as a formal philosophical position in ancient Greece.
Its proponents included Protagoras, Pyrrho, Carneades,
Sextus Empiricus*[37] and, to some degree, Socrates,
who was a strong advocate for a skeptical approach to
epistemology.*[38]
Pyrrho said that we should refrain from making judg-
ment as we can never know the true reality. Accord-
ing to Pyrrho, having opinion was possible, but certainty
and knowledge are impossible.*[39] Carneades was also a
skeptic in relation to all knowledge claims. He proposed
a probability theory, however. According to him, cer-
tainty could never be attained.*[40] Protagoras rejected
the conventional accounts of the gods. He said:*[8]

Concerning the gods, I have no means of
knowing whether they exist or not or of what
sort they may be. Many things prevent knowl-
edge including the obscurity of the subject and
the brevity of human life.

6.2.2 Hindu philosophy

See also: Sanjaya Belatthaputta

Throughout the history of Hinduism there has been a
strong tradition of philosophic speculation and skepti-
cism.*[41]*[42]
The Rig Veda takes an agnostic view on the fundamental
question of how the universe and the gods were created.
Nasadiya Sukta (Creation Hymn) in the tenth chapter of
the Rig Veda says:*[43]*[44]*[45]

Who really knows?
Who will here proclaim it?
Whence was it produced? Whence is this cre-
ation?
The gods came afterwards, with the creation of
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this universe.
Who then knows whence it has arisen?

6.2.3 Hume, Kant, and Kierkegaard

Aristotle,*[46] Anselm,*[47]*[48] Aquinas,*[49]*[50]
and Descartes*[51] presented arguments attempting to
rationally prove the existence of God. The skep-
tical empiricism of David Hume, the antinomies of
Immanuel Kant, and the existential philosophy of Søren
Kierkegaard convinced many later philosophers to aban-
don these attempts, regarding it impossible to construct
any unassailable proof for the existence or non-existence
of God.*[52]
In his 1844 book, Philosophical Fragments, Kierkegaard
writes:*[53]

Let us call this unknown something: God.
It is nothing more than a name we assign to it.
The idea of demonstrating that this unknown
something (God) exists, could scarcely suggest
itself to Reason. For if God does not exist it
would of course be impossible to prove it; and
if he does exist it would be folly to attempt it.
For at the very outset, in beginning my proof, I
would have presupposed it, not as doubtful but
as certain (a presupposition is never doubtful,
for the very reason that it is a presupposition),
since otherwise I would not begin, readily un-
derstanding that the whole would be impossible
if he did not exist. But if when I speak of prov-
ing God's existence I mean that I propose to
prove that the Unknown, which exists, is God,
then I express myself unfortunately. For in that
case I do not prove anything, least of all an exis-
tence, but merely develop the content of a con-
ception.

Hume was Huxley's favourite philosopher, calling him
“the Prince of Agnostics”.*[54] Diderot wrote to his mis-
tress, telling of a visit by Hume to the Baron D'Holbach,
and describing how a word for the position that Huxley
would later describe as agnosticism didn't seem to exist,
or at least wasn't common knowledge, at the time.

The first time that M. Hume found himself
at the table of the Baron, he was seated beside
him. I don't know for what purpose the English
philosopher took it into his head to remark to
the Baron that he did not believe in atheists,
that he had never seen any. The Baron said to
him: “Count how many we are here.”We
are eighteen. The Baron added: “It isn't too
bad a showing to be able to point out to you
fifteen at once: the three others haven't made
up their minds.”*[55]

̶Denis Diderot

6.2.4 Thomas Henry Huxley

Thomas Henry Huxley

Agnostic views are as old as philosophical skepticism,
but the terms agnostic and agnosticism were created by
Huxley to sum up his thoughts on contemporary de-
velopments of metaphysics about the “unconditioned”
(William Hamilton) and the “unknowable”(Herbert
Spencer). Though Huxley began to use the term “ag-
nostic”in 1869, his opinions had taken shape some time
before that date. In a letter of September 23, 1860,
to Charles Kingsley, Huxley discussed his views exten-
sively:*[56]*[57]

I neither affirm nor deny the immortality
of man. I see no reason for believing it, but, on
the other hand, I have no means of disproving
it. I have no a priori objections to the doctrine.
No man who has to deal daily and hourly with
nature can trouble himself about a priori diffi-
culties. Give me such evidence as would justify
me in believing in anything else, and I will be-
lieve that. Why should I not? It is not half so
wonderful as the conservation of force or the
indestructibility of matter ...

It is no use to talk to me of analogies and
probabilities. I know what I mean when I say I
believe in the law of the inverse squares, and I
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will not rest my life and my hopes upon weaker
convictions ...

That my personality is the surest thing I
know may be true. But the attempt to con-
ceive what it is leads me into mere verbal sub-
tleties. I have champed up all that chaff about
the ego and the non-ego, noumena and phe-
nomena, and all the rest of it, too often not to
know that in attempting even to think of these
questions, the human intellect flounders at once
out of its depth.

And again, to the same correspondent, May 6, 1863:*[58]

I have never had the least sympathy with
the a priori reasons against orthodoxy, and I
have by nature and disposition the greatest pos-
sible antipathy to all the atheistic and infidel
school. Nevertheless I know that I am, in spite
of myself, exactly what the Christian would
call, and, so far as I can see, is justified in
calling, atheist and infidel. I cannot see one
shadow or tittle of evidence that the great un-
known underlying the phenomenon of the uni-
verse stands to us in the relation of a Father
[who] loves us and cares for us as Christian-
ity asserts. So with regard to the other great
Christian dogmas, immortality of soul and fu-
ture state of rewards and punishments, what
possible objection can I̶who am compelled
perforce to believe in the immortality of what
we call Matter and Force, and in a very un-
mistakable present state of rewards and punish-
ments for our deeds̶have to these doctrines?
Give me a scintilla of evidence, and I am ready
to jump at them.

Of the origin of the name agnostic to describe this atti-
tude, Huxley gave the following account:*[59]

When I reached intellectual maturity and
began to ask myself whether I was an atheist, a
theist, or a pantheist; a materialist or an ide-
alist; Christian or a freethinker; I found that
the more I learned and reflected, the less ready
was the answer; until, at last, I came to the con-
clusion that I had neither art nor part with any
of these denominations, except the last. The
one thing in which most of these good people
were agreed was the one thing in which I dif-
fered from them. They were quite sure they
had attained a certain“gnosis"–had, more or
less successfully, solved the problem of exis-
tence; while I was quite sure I had not, and had
a pretty strong conviction that the problem was
insoluble. And, with Hume and Kant on my
side, I could not think myself presumptuous in
holding fast by that opinion ...

So I took thought, and invented what I con-
ceived to be the appropriate title of“agnostic”.
It came into my head as suggestively antithetic
to the“gnostic”of Church history, who pro-
fessed to know so much about the very things
of which I was ignorant. ... To my great satis-
faction the term took.

In 1889, Huxley wrote:

Therefore, although it be, as I believe,
demonstrable that we have no real knowledge
of the authorship, or of the date of composi-
tion of the Gospels, as they have come down
to us, and that nothing better than more or less
probable guesses can be arrived at on that sub-
ject.*[60]

6.2.5 William Stewart Ross

William Stewart Ross wrote under the name of Saladin.
He championed agnosticism in opposition to the atheism
of Charles Bradlaugh as an open-ended spiritual explo-
ration.*[61] InWhy I am an Agnostic (c. 1889) he claims
that agnosticism is“the very reverse of atheism”.*[62]

6.2.6 Robert G. Ingersoll

Robert G. Ingersoll
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Robert G. Ingersoll, an Illinois lawyer and politician who
evolved into a well-known and sought-after orator in
19th-century America, has been referred to as the“Great
Agnostic”.*[63]
In an 1896 lecture titledWhy I Am An Agnostic, Ingersoll
related why he was an agnostic:*[64]

Is there a supernatural power̶an arbitrary
mind̶an enthroned God̶a supreme will that
sways the tides and currents of the world̶to
which all causes bow? I do not deny. I do not
know̶but I do not believe. I believe that the
natural is supreme̶that from the infinite chain
no link can be lost or broken̶that there is no
supernatural power that can answer prayer̶no
power that worship can persuade or change̶
no power that cares for man.

I believe that with infinite arms Nature em-
braces the all̶that there is no interference̶
no chance̶that behind every event are the
necessary and countless causes, and that be-
yond every event will be and must be the nec-
essary and countless effects.

Is there a God? I do not know. Is man
immortal? I do not know. One thing I do know,
and that is, that neither hope, nor fear, belief,
nor denial, can change the fact. It is as it is, and
it will be as it must be.

In the conclusion of the speech he simply sums up the
agnostic position as:*[64]

We can be as honest as we are ignorant. If
we are, when asked what is beyond the horizon
of the known, wemust say that we do not know.

See also: Physical determinism

6.2.7 Bertrand Russell

Bertrand Russell's pamphlet, Why I Am Not a Christian,
based on a speech delivered in 1927 and later included in
a book of the same title, is considered a classic statement
of agnosticism.*[65]*[65]*[66] He calls upon his readers
to“stand on their own two feet and look fair and square at
the world with a fearless attitude and a free intelligence”
.*[67]
In 1939, Russell gave a lecture on The existence and na-
ture of God, in which he characterized himself as an athe-
ist. He said:*[68]

The existence and nature of God is a sub-
ject of which I can discuss only half. If one
arrives at a negative conclusion concerning the
first part of the question, the second part of the

Bertrand Russell

question does not arise; andmy position, as you
may have gathered, is a negative one on this
matter.

However, later in the same lecture, discussing mod-
ern non-anthropomorphic concepts of God, Russell
states:*[69]

That sort of God is, I think, not one that can
actually be disproved, as I think the omnipotent
and benevolent creator can.

In Russell's 1947 pamphlet, Am I An Atheist or an Agnos-
tic? (subtitled A Plea For Tolerance in the Face of New
Dogmas), he ruminates on the problem of what to call
himself:*[70]*[71]

As a philosopher, if I were speaking to a
purely philosophic audience I should say that
I ought to describe myself as an Agnostic, be-
cause I do not think that there is a conclusive
argument by which one can prove that there is
not a God. On the other hand, if I am to convey
the right impression to the ordinary man in the
street I think I ought to say that I am an Athe-
ist, because when I say that I cannot prove that
there is not a God, I ought to add equally that
I cannot prove that there are not the Homeric
gods.

In his 1953 essay, What Is An Agnostic? Russell
states:*[72]*[73]
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An agnostic thinks it impossible to know
the truth in matters such as God and the future
life with which Christianity and other religions
are concerned. Or, if not impossible, at least
impossible at the present time.

Are Agnostics Atheists?
No. An atheist, like a Christian, holds that

we can know whether or not there is a God.
The Christian holds that we can know there is
a God; the atheist, that we can know there is
not. The Agnostic suspends judgment, saying
that there are not sufficient grounds either for
affirmation or for denial.

Later in the essay, Russell adds:*[74]

I think that if I heard a voice from the sky
predicting all that was going to happen to me
during the next twenty-four hours, including
events that would have seemed highly improb-
able, and if all these events then produced to
happen, I might perhaps be convinced at least
of the existence of some superhuman intelli-
gence.

6.2.8 Leslie Weatherhead

See also: Christian agnosticism

In 1965 Christian theologian Leslie Weatherhead
published The Christian Agnostic, in which he ar-
gues:*[67]*[75]

... many professing agnostics are nearer be-
lief in the true God than are many conventional
church-goers who believe in a body that does
not exist whom they miscall God.

Although radical and unpalatable to conventional theolo-
gians, Weatherhead's agnosticism falls far short of Hux-
ley's, and short even of weak agnosticism:*[67]*[75]

Of course, the human soul will always have
the power to reject God, for choice is essential
to its nature, but I cannot believe that anyone
will finally do this.

6.2.9 Charles Darwin

Raised in a religious environment, Charles Darwin stud-
ied to be anAnglican clergyman. While eventually doubt-
ing parts of his faith, Darwin continued to help in church
affairs, even while avoiding church attendance. Darwin
stated that it would be “absurd to doubt that a man
might be an ardent theist and an evolutionist”.*[76]*[77]

Charles Darwin

Although reticent about his religious views, in 1879 he
wrote that“I have never been an atheist in the sense of
denying the existence of a God. – I think that generally
... an agnostic would be the most correct description of
my state of mind.”*[76]*[78]

6.3 Demographics

10 %

30 %

50 %

70 %

90 %

Percentage of people in various European countries who said:
“I don't believe there is any sort of spirit, God or life force.”
(2005)*[79]
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Demographic research services normally do not differen-
tiate between various types of non-religious respondents,
so agnostics are often classified in the same category as
atheists or other non-religious people.*[80]
A 2010 survey published in Encyclopædia Britannica
found that the non-religious people or the agnostics
made up about 9.6% of the world's population.*[81]
A November–December 2006 poll published in the
Financial Times gives rates for the United States and
five European countries. The rates of agnosticism in the
United States were at 14%, while the rates of agnosti-
cism in the European countries surveyed were consid-
erably higher: Italy (20%), Spain (30%), Great Britain
(35%), Germany (25%), and France (32%).*[82]
A study conducted by the Pew Research Center found
that about 16% of the world's people, the third largest
group after Christianity and Islam, have no religious af-
filiation.*[83] According to a 2012 report by the Pew Re-
search Center, agnostics made up 3.3% of the US adult
population.*[84] In the U.S. Religious Landscape Survey,
conducted by the Pew Research Center, 55% of agnostic
respondents expressed “a belief in God or a universal
spirit”,*[85] whereas 41% stated that they thought that
they felt a tension“being non-religious in a society where
most people are religious”.*[86]

Proportion of atheists and agnostics around the world

According to the 2011 Australian Bureau of Statistics,
22% of Australians have“no religion”, a category that
includes agnostics.*[87] Between 64% and 65%*[88] of
Japanese and up to 81%*[89] of Vietnamese are atheists,
agnostics, or do not believe in a god. An official European
Union survey reported that 3% of the EU population is
unsure about their belief in a god or spirit.*[90]

6.4 Criticism

Agnosticism is criticized from a variety of standpoints.
Some religious thinkers see agnosticism as limiting the
mind's capacity to know reality to materialism. Some
atheists criticize the use of the term agnosticism as func-
tionally indistinguishable from atheism; this results in fre-
quent criticisms of those who adopt the term as avoiding
the atheist label.*[24]

6.4.1 Theistic

Theistic critics claim that agnosticism is impossible in
practice, since a person can live only either as if God did
not exist (etsi deus non-daretur), or as if God did exist
(etsi deus daretur).*[91]*[92]*[93]
Religious scholars such as Laurence B. Brown criticize
the misuse of the word agnosticism, claiming that it has
become one of the most misapplied terms in metaphysics.
Brown raises the question,“You claim that nothing can
be known with certainty ... how, then, can you be so
sure?"*[94]*[95]

Christian

According to Pope Benedict XVI, strong agnosticism in
particular contradicts itself in affirming the power of rea-
son to know scientific truth.*[96]*[97] He blames the ex-
clusion of reasoning from religion and ethics for danger-
ous pathologies such as crimes against humanity and eco-
logical disasters.*[96]*[97]*[98] “Agnosticism”, said
Ratzinger,“is always the fruit of a refusal of that knowl-
edge which is in fact offered to man ... The knowledge of
God has always existed”.*[97] He asserted that agnosti-
cism is a choice of comfort, pride, dominion, and utility
over truth, and is opposed by the following attitudes: the
keenest self-criticism, humble listening to the whole of
existence, the persistent patience and self-correction of
the scientific method, a readiness to be purified by the
truth.*[96]
The Catholic Church sees merit in examining what it calls

“partial agnosticism”, specifically those systems that“do
not aim at constructing a complete philosophy of the un-
knowable, but at excluding special kinds of truth, notably
religious, from the domain of knowledge”.*[99] How-
ever, the Church is historically opposed to a full denial of
the capacity of human reason to know God. The Council
of the Vatican declares,“God, the beginning and end of
all, can, by the natural light of human reason, be known
with certainty from the works of creation”.*[99]
Blaise Pascal argued that even if there were truly no ev-
idence for God, agnostics should consider what is now
known as Pascal's Wager: the infinite expected value of
acknowledging God is always greater than the finite ex-
pected value of not acknowledging his existence, and thus
it is a safer“bet”to choose God.*[100]
Peter Kreeft and Ronald Tacelli cited 20 arguments for
God's existence,*[101] asserting that any demand for ev-
idence testable in a laboratory is in effect asking God, the
supreme being, to become man's servant.*[102]

6.4.2 Atheistic

According to Richard Dawkins, a distinction between ag-
nosticism and atheism is unwieldy and depends on how
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close to zero a person is willing to rate the probability of
existence for any given god-like entity. About himself,
Dawkins continues,“I am agnostic only to the extent that
I am agnostic about fairies at the bottom of the garden.”
*[103] Dawkins also identifies two categories of agnos-
tics; “Temporary Agnostics in Practice”(TAPs), and

“Permanent Agnostics in Principle”(PAPs). Dawkins
considers temporary agnosticism an entirely reasonable
position, but views permanent agnosticism as “fence-
sitting, intellectual cowardice”.*[104]

6.5 Related concepts

Ignosticism is the view that a coherent definition of a de-
ity must be put forward before the question of the exis-
tence of a deity can be meaningfully discussed. If the
chosen definition is not coherent, the ignostic holds the
noncognitivist view that the existence of a deity is mean-
ingless or empirically untestable.*[105]
A.J. Ayer, Theodore Drange, and other philosophers see
both atheism and agnosticism as incompatible with ignos-
ticism on the grounds that atheism and agnosticism accept

“a deity exists”as a meaningful proposition that can be
argued for or against.*[106]*[107]

6.6 See also

• Apatheism

• Apophatic theology

• Asimov's Guide to the Bible

• Avidyā (Buddhism)

• Existentialism

• Ietsism

• Ignoramus et ignorabimus

• Instrumentalism

• Laïcité

• List of agnostics

• Objectivism (Ayn Rand)

• Possibilianism

• Rationalism

• Relativism

• Religiosity

• Religious skepticism

• Russell's teapot

• Scientism

• Solipsism

• Subjectivism

• Unknown God
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Chapter 7

Anarchism

“Anarchist”and “Anarchists”redirect here. For the
fictional character, see Anarchist (comics). For other
uses, see Anarchists (disambiguation).

Anarchism is a political philosophy that advocates self-
governed societies based on voluntary institutions. These
are often described as stateless societies,*[1]*[2]*[3]*[4]
although several authors have defined them more specif-
ically as institutions based on non-hierarchical free asso-
ciations.*[5]*[6]*[7]*[8] Anarchism holds the state to be
undesirable, unnecessary, and harmful.*[9]*[10]
While anti-statism is central,*[11] anarchism generally
entails opposing authority or hierarchical organisation in
the conduct of all human relations, including, but not lim-
ited to, the state system. Anarchism is usually consid-
ered a radical left-wing ideology,*[12]*[13] and much of
anarchist economics and anarchist legal philosophy re-
flects anti-authoritarian interpretations of communism,
collectivism, syndicalism, mutualism, or participatory
economics.*[14]
Anarchism does not offer a fixed body of doctrine from a
single particular world view, instead fluxing and flowing
as a philosophy.*[15] Many types and traditions of anar-
chism exist, not all of which are mutually exclusive.*[16]
Anarchist schools of thought can differ fundamentally,
supporting anything from extreme individualism to com-
plete collectivism.*[10] Strains of anarchism have often
been divided into the categories of social and individualist
anarchism or similar dual classifications.*[17]*[18]

7.1 Etymology and terminology

See also: Anarchist terminology

The term anarchism is a compound word composed from
the word anarchy and the suffix -ism,*[19] themselves de-
rived respectively from the Greek ἀναρχία,*[20] i.e. an-
archy*[21]*[22]*[23] (from ἄναρχος, anarchos, mean-
ing“one without rulers";*[24] from the privative prefix
ἀν- (an-, i.e.“without”) and ἀρχός, archos, i.e.“leader”
,“ruler";*[25] (cf. archon or ἀρχή, arkhē, i.e.“author-
ity”,“sovereignty”,“realm”,“magistracy”)*[26]) and

the suffix -ισμός or -ισμα (-ismos, -isma, from the verbal
infinitive suffix -ίζειν, -izein).*[27] The first known use of
this word was in 1539.*[28] Various factions within the
French Revolution labelled opponents as anarchists (as
Robespierre did the Hébertists)*[29] although few shared
many views of later anarchists. There would be many
revolutionaries of the early nineteenth century who con-
tributed to the anarchist doctrines of the next generation,
such as William Godwin and Wilhelm Weitling, but they
did not use the word anarchist or anarchism in describing
themselves or their beliefs.*[30]
The first political philosopher to call himself an anar-
chist was Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, marking the formal
birth of anarchism in the mid-nineteenth century. Since
the 1890s, and beginning in France,*[31] the term lib-
ertarianism has often been used as a synonym for anar-
chism*[32] and was used almost exclusively in this sense
until the 1950s in the United States;*[33] its use as a syn-
onym is still common outside the United States.*[34] On
the other hand, some use libertarianism to refer to indi-
vidualistic free-market philosophy only, referring to free-
market anarchism as libertarian anarchism.*[35]*[36]

7.2 History

Main article: History of anarchism

7.2.1 Origins

The earliest*[37] anarchist themes can be found in the
6th century BC, among the works of Taoist philosopher
Laozi,*[38] and in later centuries by Zhuangzi and Bao
Jingyan.*[39] Zhuangzi's philosophy has been described
by various sources as anarchist.*[40]*[41]*[42]*[43]
Zhuangzi wrote, “A petty thief is put in jail. A great
brigand becomes a ruler of a Nation.”*[44] Diogenes of
Sinope and the Cynics, and their contemporary Zeno of
Citium, the founder of Stoicism, also introduced similar
topics.*[38]*[45] Jesus is sometimes considered the first
anarchist in the Christian anarchist tradition. Georges
Lechartier wrote that“The true founder of anarchy was
Jesus Christ and ... the first anarchist society was that
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Woodcut from a Diggers document by William Everard

of the apostles.”*[46] In early Islamic history, some
manifestations of anarchic thought are found during the
Islamic civil war over the Caliphate, where the Kharijites
insisted that the imamate is a right for each individ-
ual within the Islamic society.*[47] Later, some Muslim
scholars, such as Amer al-Basri*[48] and Abu Han-
ifa,*[49] led movements of boycotting the rulers, paving
the way to the waqf (endowments) tradition, which served
as an alternative to and asylum from the centralised au-
thorities of the emirs. But such interpretations reverber-
ate subversive religious conceptions like the aforemen-
tioned seemingly anarchistic Taoist teachings and that
of other anti-authoritarian religious traditions creating a
complex relationship regarding the question as to whether
or not anarchism and religion are compatible. This is ex-
emplified when the glorification of the state is viewed as
a form of sinful idolatry.*[50]*[51]
The French renaissance political philosopher Étienne de
La Boétie wrote in his most famous work the Discourse
on Voluntary Servitude what some historians consider
an important anarchist precedent.*[52]*[53] The radical
Protestant Christian Gerrard Winstanley and his group
the Diggers are cited by various authors as proposing
anarchist social measures in the 17th century in Eng-
land.*[54]*[55]*[56] The term“anarchist”first entered
the English language in 1642, during the English Civil
War, as a term of abuse, used by Royalists against their
Roundhead opponents.*[57] By the time of the French
Revolution some, such as the Enragés, began to use the
term positively,*[58] in opposition to Jacobin centralisa-
tion of power, seeing “revolutionary government”as
oxymoronic.*[57] By the turn of the 19th century, the
English word “anarchism”had lost its initial negative

connotation.*[57]
Modern anarchism emerged from the secular or religious
thought of the Enlightenment, particularly Jean-Jacques
Rousseau's arguments for the moral centrality of free-
dom.*[59]
As part of the political turmoil of the 1790s in the wake
of the French Revolution, WilliamGodwin developed the
first expression of modern anarchist thought.*[60]*[61]
Godwin was, according to Peter Kropotkin, “the first
to formulate the political and economical conceptions
of anarchism, even though he did not give that name
to the ideas developed in his work”,*[38] while God-
win attached his anarchist ideas to an early Edmund
Burke.*[62]

William Godwin, “the first to formulate the political and eco-
nomical conceptions of anarchism, even though he did not give
that name to the ideas developed in his work”.*[38]

Godwin is generally regarded as the founder of the school
of thought known as 'philosophical anarchism'. He ar-
gued in Political Justice (1793)*[61]*[63] that govern-
ment has an inherently malevolent influence on society,
and that it perpetuates dependency and ignorance. He
thought that the spread of the use of reason to the masses
would eventually cause government to wither away as an
unnecessary force. Although he did not accord the state
with moral legitimacy, he was against the use of revolu-
tionary tactics for removing the government from power.
Rather, he advocated for its replacement through a pro-
cess of peaceful evolution.*[61]*[64]
His aversion to the imposition of a rules-based society led
him to denounce, as a manifestation of the people's 'men-
tal enslavement', the foundations of law, property rights
and even the institution of marriage. He considered the
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basic foundations of society as constraining the natural
development of individuals to use their powers of reason-
ing to arrive at a mutually beneficial method of social or-
ganisation. In each case, government and its institutions
are shown to constrain the development of our capacity to
live wholly in accordance with the full and free exercise
of private judgement.
The French Pierre-Joseph Proudhon is regarded as the
first self-proclaimed anarchist, a label he adopted in his
groundbreaking work, What is Property?, published in
1840. It is for this reason that some claim Proudhon as
the founder of modern anarchist theory.*[65] He devel-
oped the theory of spontaneous order in society, where
organisation emerges without a central coordinator im-
posing its own idea of order against the wills of individu-
als acting in their own interests; his famous quote on the
matter is, “Liberty is the mother, not the daughter, of
order.”InWhat is Property? Proudhon answers with the
famous accusation "Property is theft.”In this work, he op-
posed the institution of decreed“property”(propriété),
where owners have complete rights to “use and abuse”
their property as they wish.*[66] He contrasted this with
what he called “possession,”or limited ownership of
resources and goods only while in more or less continu-
ous use. Later, however, Proudhon added that “Prop-
erty is Liberty,”and argued that it was a bulwark against
state power.*[67] His opposition to the state, organised
religion, and certain capitalist practices inspired subse-
quent anarchists, and made him one of the leading social
thinkers of his time.
The anarcho-communist Joseph Déjacque was the first
person to describe himself as “libertarian”.*[68] Un-
like Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, he argued that, “it is not
the product of his or her labour that the worker has a right
to, but to the satisfaction of his or her needs, whatever
may be their nature.”*[69] In 1844 in Germany the post-
hegelian philosopher Max Stirner published the book,
The Ego and Its Own, which would later be considered
an influential early text of individualist anarchism.*[70]
French anarchists active in the 1848 Revolution included
Anselme Bellegarrigue, Ernest Coeurderoy, Joseph Dé-
jacque*[68] and Pierre Joseph Proudhon.*[71]*[72]

7.2.2 First International and the Paris
Commune

Main articles: International Workingmen's Association
and Paris Commune
In Europe, harsh reaction followed the revolutions of
1848, during which ten countries had experienced brief
or long-term social upheaval as groups carried out nation-
alist uprisings. After most of these attempts at system-
atic change ended in failure, conservative elements took
advantage of the divided groups of socialists, anarchists,
liberals, and nationalists, to prevent further revolt.*[73]
In Spain Ramón de la Sagra established the anarchist

Collectivist anarchist Mikhail Bakunin opposed the Marxist aim
of dictatorship of the proletariat in favour of universal rebellion,
and allied himself with the federalists in the First International
before his expulsion by the Marxists.*[57]

journal El Porvenir in La Coruña in 1845 which was in-
spired by Proudhon´s ideas.*[74] The Catalan politician
Francesc Pi i Margall became the principal translator of
Proudhon's works into Spanish*[75] and later briefly be-
came president of Spain in 1873 while being the leader
of the Democratic Republican Federal Party. Accord-
ing to George Woodcock “These translations were to
have a profound and lasting effect on the development
of Spanish anarchism after 1870, but before that time
Proudhonian ideas, as interpreted by Pi, already pro-
vided much of the inspiration for the federalist movement
which sprang up in the early 1860's.”*[76] According to
the Encyclopædia Britannica“During the Spanish revolu-
tion of 1873, Pi y Margall attempted to establish a decen-
tralised, or“cantonalist,”political system on Proudhonian
lines.”*[74]
In 1864 the International Workingmen's Association
(sometimes called the “First International”) united
diverse revolutionary currents including French follow-
ers of Proudhon,*[77] Blanquists, Philadelphes, English
trade unionists, socialists and social democrats. Due to
its links to active workers' movements, the International
became a significant organisation. Karl Marx became
a leading figure in the International and a member of
its General Council. Proudhon's followers, the mutual-
ists, opposed Marx's state socialism, advocating politi-
cal abstentionism and small property holdings.*[78]*[79]
Woodcock also reports that the American individual-
ist anarchists Lysander Spooner and William B. Greene
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had been members of the First International.*[80] In
1868, following their unsuccessful participation in the
League of Peace and Freedom (LPF), Russian revolu-
tionary Mikhail Bakunin and his collectivist anarchist as-
sociates joined the First International (which had decided
not to get involved with the LPF).*[81] They allied them-
selves with the federalist socialist sections of the Interna-
tional,*[82] who advocated the revolutionary overthrow
of the state and the collectivisation of property.
At first, the collectivists worked with the Marxists to
push the First International in a more revolutionary so-
cialist direction. Subsequently, the International became
polarised into two camps, with Marx and Bakunin as
their respective figureheads.*[83] Mikhail Bakunin char-
acterised Marx's ideas as centralist and predicted that, if
a Marxist party came to power, its leaders would sim-
ply take the place of the ruling class they had fought
against.*[84]*[85] Anarchist historian GeorgeWoodcock
reports that “The annual Congress of the International
had not taken place in 1870 owing to the outbreak of
the Paris Commune, and in 1871 the General Council
called only a special conference in London. One dele-
gate was able to attend from Spain and none from Italy,
while a technical excuse – that they had split away from
the Fédération Romande – was used to avoid inviting
Bakunin's Swiss supporters. Thus only a tiny minority
of anarchists was present, and the General Council's res-
olutions passed almost unanimously. Most of them were
clearly directed against Bakunin and his followers.”*[86]
In 1872, the conflict climaxed with a final split between
the two groups at the Hague Congress, where Bakunin
and James Guillaume were expelled from the Interna-
tional and its headquarters were transferred to New York.
In response, the federalist sections formed their own In-
ternational at the St. Imier Congress, adopting a revolu-
tionary anarchist programme.*[87]
The Paris Commune was a government that briefly ruled
Paris from 18 March (more formally, from 28 March) to
28 May 1871. The Commune was the result of an up-
rising in Paris after France was defeated in the Franco-
Prussian War. Anarchists participated actively in the
establishment of the Paris Commune. They included
Louise Michel, the Reclus brothers, and Eugene Varlin
(the latter murdered in the repression afterwards). As for
the reforms initiated by the Commune, such as the re-
opening of workplaces as co-operatives, anarchists can
see their ideas of associated labour beginning to be re-
alised ... Moreover, the Commune's ideas on federation
obviously reflected the influence of Proudhon on French
radical ideas. Indeed, the Commune's vision of a com-
munal France based on a federation of delegates bound
by imperative mandates issued by their electors and sub-
ject to recall at any moment echoes Bakunin's and Proud-
hon's ideas (Proudhon, like Bakunin, had argued in favour
of the“implementation of the binding mandate”in 1848
... and for federation of communes). Thus both economi-
cally and politically the Paris Commune was heavily influ-

enced by anarchist ideas.*[88] George Woodcock states:

a notable contribution to the activities of
the Commune and particularly to the organi-
zation of public services was made by mem-
bers of various anarchist factions, including the
mutualists Courbet, Longuet, and Vermorel,
the libertarian collectivists Varlin, Malon, and
Lefrangais, and the bakuninists Elie and Elisée
Reclus and Louise Michel.*[86]

7.2.3 Organised labour

Main articles: Anarcho-syndicalism, International
Workers' Association, Anarchism in Spain, and Spanish
Revolution

The anti-authoritarian sections of the First International
were the precursors of the anarcho-syndicalists, seeking
to“replace the privilege and authority of the State”with
the“free and spontaneous organization of labour.”*[89]
In 1886, the Federation of Organized Trades and Labor
Unions (FOTLU) of the United States and Canada unan-
imously set 1 May 1886, as the date by which the eight-
hour work day would become standard.*[90]

A sympathetic engraving byWalter Crane of the executed“Anar-
chists of Chicago”after the Haymarket affair. The Haymarket
affair is generally considered the most significant event for the
origin of international May Day observances.
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In response, unions across the United States prepared a
general strike in support of the event.*[90] On 3 May, in
Chicago, a fight broke out when strikebreakers attempted
to cross the picket line, and two workers died when po-
lice opened fire upon the crowd.*[91] The next day, 4
May, anarchists staged a rally at Chicago's Haymarket
Square.*[92] A bomb was thrown by an unknown party
near the conclusion of the rally, killing an officer.*[93]
In the ensuing panic, police opened fire on the crowd and
each other.*[94] Seven police officers and at least four
workers were killed.*[95] Eight anarchists directly and
indirectly related to the organisers of the rally were ar-
rested and charged with the murder of the deceased of-
ficer. The men became international political celebrities
among the labour movement. Four of the men were exe-
cuted and a fifth committed suicide prior to his own ex-
ecution. The incident became known as the Haymarket
affair, and was a setback for the labour movement and
the struggle for the eight-hour day. In 1890 a second at-
tempt, this time international in scope, to organise for the
eight-hour day was made. The event also had the sec-
ondary purpose of memorialising workers killed as a re-
sult of the Haymarket affair.*[96] Although it had ini-
tially been conceived as a once-off event, by the follow-
ing year the celebration of International Workers' Day on
May Day had become firmly established as an interna-
tional worker's holiday.*[90]
In 1907, the International Anarchist Congress of Ams-
terdam gathered delegates from 14 different countries,
among which important figures of the anarchist move-
ment, including Errico Malatesta, Pierre Monatte, Luigi
Fabbri, Benoît Broutchoux, Emma Goldman, Rudolf
Rocker, and Christiaan Cornelissen. Various themes
were treated during the Congress, in particular concern-
ing the organisation of the anarchist movement, popular
education issues, the general strike or antimilitarism.
A central debate concerned the relation between anar-
chism and syndicalism (or trade unionism). Malatesta
and Monatte were in particular disagreement themselves
on this issue, as the latter thought that syndicalism was
revolutionary and would create the conditions of a social
revolution, while Malatesta did not consider syndicalism
by itself sufficient.*[97] He thought that the trade-union
movement was reformist and even conservative, citing as
essentially bourgeois and anti-worker the phenomenon of
professional union officials. Malatesta warned that the
syndicalists aims were in perpetuating syndicalism itself,
whereas anarchists must always have anarchy as their end
and consequently refrain from committing to any partic-
ular method of achieving it.*[98]
The Spanish Workers Federation in 1881 was the first
major anarcho-syndicalist movement; anarchist trade
union federations were of special importance in Spain.
The most successful was the Confederación Nacional
del Trabajo (National Confederation of Labour: CNT),
founded in 1910. Before the 1940s, the CNT was the
major force in Spanish working class politics, attracting

1.58 million members at one point and playing a ma-
jor role in the Spanish Civil War.*[99] The CNT was
affiliated with the International Workers Association, a
federation of anarcho-syndicalist trade unions founded in
1922, with delegates representing two million workers
from 15 countries in Europe and Latin America. In Latin
America in particular “The anarchists quickly became
active in organising craft and industrial workers through-
out South and Central America, and until the early 1920s
most of the trade unions in Mexico, Brazil, Peru, Chile,
and Argentina were anarcho-syndicalist in general out-
look; the prestige of the Spanish C.N.T. as a revolutionary
organisation was undoubtedly to a great extent responsi-
ble for this situation. The largest and most militant of
these organisations was the Federación Obrera Regional
Argentina ... it grew quickly to a membership of nearly a
quarter of a million, which dwarfed the rival socialdemo-
cratic unions.”*[86]

7.2.4 Propaganda of the deed and illegal-
ism

Main articles: Propaganda of the deed, Illegalism, and
Expropriative anarchism
Some anarchists, such as Johann Most, advocated

Italian-American anarchist Luigi Galleani. His followers,
known as Galleanists, carried out a series of bombings and assas-
sination attempts from 1914 to 1932 in what they saw as attacks
on 'tyrants' and 'enemies of the people'

publicising violent acts of retaliation against counter-
revolutionaries because“we preach not only action in and
for itself, but also action as propaganda.”*[100] Schol-
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ars such as Beverly Gage contend that this was not advo-
cacy of mass murder, but targeted killings of members of
the ruling class at times when such actions might garner
sympathy from the population, such as during heightened
government repression and labor conflicts where workers
were killed.*[101] However, Most himself once boasted
that“the existing system will be quickest and most rad-
ically overthrown by the annihilation of its exponents.
Therefore, massacres of the enemies of the people must
be set in motion.”*[102] Most is best known for a pam-
phlet published in 1885: The Science of Revolutionary
Warfare, a how-to manual on the subject of making ex-
plosives, based on knowledge he acquired while working
at an explosives plant in New Jersey.*[103]
By the 1880s, people inside and outside the anarchist
movement began to use the slogan,“propaganda of the
deed”to refer to individual bombings, regicides, and
tyrannicides. From 1905 onwards, the Russian coun-
terparts of these anti-syndicalist anarchist-communists
become partisans of economic terrorism and illegal
'expropriations'.”*[104] Illegalism as a practice emerged
and within it“The acts of the anarchist bombers and as-
sassins ("propaganda by the deed") and the anarchist bur-
glars ("individual reappropriation") expressed their des-
peration and their personal, violent rejection of an intol-
erable society. Moreover, they were clearly meant to be
exemplary invitations to revolt.”.*[105] France's Bonnot
Gang was the most famous group to embrace illegalism.
However, as soon as 1887, important figures in the anar-
chist movement distanced themselves from such individ-
ual acts. Peter Kropotkin thus wrote that year in Le Ré-
volté that“a structure based on centuries of history can-
not be destroyed with a few kilos of dynamite”.*[106] A
variety of anarchists advocated the abandonment of these
sorts of tactics in favour of collective revolutionary ac-
tion, for example through the trade union movement. The
anarcho-syndicalist, Fernand Pelloutier, argued in 1895
for renewed anarchist involvement in the labour move-
ment on the basis that anarchism could do very well with-
out“the individual dynamiter.”*[107]
State repression (including the infamous 1894 French lois
scélérates) of the anarchist and labour movements fol-
lowing the few successful bombings and assassinations
may have contributed to the abandonment of these kinds
of tactics, although reciprocally state repression, in the
first place, may have played a role in these isolated acts.
The dismemberment of the French socialist movement,
into many groups and, following the suppression of the
1871 Paris Commune, the execution and exile of many
communards to penal colonies, favoured individualist po-
litical expression and acts.*[108]
Numerous heads of state were assassinated between 1881
and 1914 bymembers of the anarchist movement, includ-
ing Tsar Alexander II of Russia, President Sadi Carnot
of France, Empress Elisabeth of Austria, King Umberto
I of Italy, President William McKinley of the United

States, King Carlos I of Portugal and King George I of
Greece. McKinley's assassin Leon Czolgosz claimed to
have been influenced by anarchist and feminist Emma
Goldman.*[109]
Propaganda of the deed was abandoned by the vast ma-
jority of the anarchist movement after World War I
(1914–1918) and the 1917 October Revolution.

7.2.5 Russian Revolution and other upris-
ings of the 1910s

Main articles: Anarchism in Russia, Russian Revolution
(1917), Revolutionary Insurrectionary Army of Ukraine,
and Revolutions of 1917–23
Anarchists participated alongside the Bolsheviks in both

Nestor Makhno with members of the anarchist Revolutionary In-
surrectionary Army of Ukraine

February and October revolutions, and were initially en-
thusiastic about the Bolshevik revolution.*[110] How-
ever, following a political falling out with the Bolshe-
viks by the anarchists and other left-wing opposition,
the conflict culminated in the 1921 Kronstadt rebellion,
which the new government repressed. Anarchists in cen-
tral Russia were either imprisoned, driven underground
or joined the victorious Bolsheviks; the anarchists from
Petrograd and Moscow fled to Ukraine.*[111] There, in
the Free Territory, they fought in the civil war against
the Whites (a grouping of monarchists and other oppo-
nents of the October Revolution) and then the Bolshe-
viks as part of the Revolutionary Insurrectionary Army
of Ukraine led by Nestor Makhno, who established an
anarchist society in the region for a number of months.
Expelled American anarchists Emma Goldman and
Alexander Berkman were among those agitating in re-
sponse to Bolshevik policy and the suppression of the
Kronstadt uprising, before they left Russia. Both wrote
accounts of their experiences in Russia, criticising the
amount of control the Bolsheviks exercised. For them,
Bakunin's predictions about the consequences of Marx-
ist rule that the rulers of the new “socialist”Marx-
ist state would become a new elite had proved all too
true.*[84]*[112]
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The victory of the Bolsheviks in the October Revolution
and the resulting Russian Civil War did serious damage
to anarchist movements internationally. Many workers
and activists saw Bolshevik success as setting an exam-
ple; Communist parties grew at the expense of anarchism
and other socialist movements. In France and the United
States, for example, members of the major syndicalist
movements of the CGT and IWW left the organisations
and joined the Communist International.*[113]
The revolutionary wave of 1917–23 saw the active partic-
ipation of anarchists in varying degrees of protagonism.
In the German uprising known as the German Revolution
of 1918–1919 which established the Bavarian Soviet Re-
public the anarchists Gustav Landauer, Silvio Gesell and
Erich Mühsam had important leadership positions within
the revolutionary councilist structures.*[114]*[115] In
the Italian events known as the biennio rosso*[116] the
anarcho-syndicalist trade union Unione Sindacale Ital-
iana“grew to 800,000 members and the influence of the
Italian Anarchist Union (20,000 members plus Umanita
Nova, its daily paper) grew accordingly ... Anarchists
were the first to suggest occupying workplaces.*[117] In
the Mexican Revolution the Mexican Liberal Party was
established and during the early 1910s it led a series
of military offensives leading to the conquest and occu-
pation of certain towns and districts in Baja California
with the leadership of anarcho-communist Ricardo Flo-
res Magón.*[118]
In Paris, the Dielo Truda group of Russian anarchist ex-
iles, which included Nestor Makhno, concluded that an-
archists needed to develop new forms of organisation in
response to the structures of Bolshevism. Their 1926
manifesto, called the Organisational Platform of the Gen-
eral Union of Anarchists (Draft),*[119] was supported.
Platformist groups active today include the Workers Sol-
idarity Movement in Ireland and the North Eastern Fed-
eration of Anarchist Communists of North America.
Synthesis anarchism emerged as an organisational alter-
native to platformism that tries to join anarchists of dif-
ferent tendencies under the principles of anarchism with-
out adjectives.*[120] In the 1920s this form found as
its main proponents Volin and Sebastien Faure.*[120]
It is the main principle behind the anarchist federations
grouped around the contemporary global International of
Anarchist Federations.*[120]

7.2.6 Conflicts with European fascist
regimes

Main article: Anti-fascism
See also: Anarchism in France, Anarchism in Italy,
Anarchism in Spain, and Anarchism in Germany

In the 1920s and 1930s, the rise of fascism in Europe
transformed anarchism's conflict with the state. Italy saw
the first struggles between anarchists and fascists. Italian

anarchists played a key role in the anti-fascist organisa-
tion Arditi del Popolo, which was strongest in areas with
anarchist traditions, and achieved some success in their
activism, such as repelling Blackshirts in the anarchist
stronghold of Parma in August 1922.*[121] The veteran
Italian anarchist, Luigi Fabbri, was one of the first criti-
cal theorists of fascism, describing it as“the preventive
counter-revolution.”*[39] In France, where the far right
leagues came close to insurrection in the February 1934
riots, anarchists divided over a united front policy.*[122]
Anarchists in France*[123] and Italy*[124] were active in
the Resistance during World War II. In Germany the an-
archist Erich Mühsam was arrested on charges unknown
in the early morning hours of 28 February 1933, within
a few hours after the Reichstag fire in Berlin. Joseph
Goebbels, the Nazi propaganda minister, labelled him as
one of “those Jewish subversives.”Over the next sev-
enteen months, he would be imprisoned in the concen-
tration camps at Sonnenburg, Brandenburg and finally,
Oranienburg. On 2 February 1934, Mühsam was trans-
ferred to the concentration camp at Oranienburg when
finally on the night of 9 July 1934, Mühsam was tortured
and murdered by the guards, his battered corpse found
hanging in a latrine the next morning.*[125]

7.2.7 Spanish Revolution

Main article: Spanish Revolution

In Spain, the national anarcho-syndicalist trade union
Confederación Nacional del Trabajo initially refused to
join a popular front electoral alliance, and abstention
by CNT supporters led to a right wing election vic-
tory. But in 1936, the CNT changed its policy and anar-
chist votes helped bring the popular front back to power.
Months later, conservative members of the military, with
the support of minority extreme-right parties, responded
with an attempted coup, causing the Spanish Civil War
(1936–1939).*[126] In response to the army rebellion,
an anarchist-inspired movement of peasants and workers,
supported by armed militias, took control of Barcelona
and of large areas of rural Spain where they collectivised
the land.*[127]*[128] But even before the fascist vic-
tory in 1939, the anarchists were losing ground in a bit-
ter struggle with the Stalinists, who controlled much of
the distribution of military aid to the Republican cause
from the Soviet Union. According to Noam Chomsky,

“the communists were mainly responsible for the destruc-
tion of the Spanish anarchists. Not just in Catalonia̶
the communist armies mainly destroyed the collectives
elsewhere. The communists basically acted as the police
force of the security system of the Republic and were very
much opposed to the anarchists, partially because Stalin
still hoped at that time to have some kind of pact with
Western countries against Hitler. That, of course, failed
and Stalin withdrew the support to the Republic. They
even withdrew the Spanish gold reserves.”*[129] The
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events known as the Spanish Revolution was a workers'
social revolution that began during the outbreak of the
Spanish Civil War in 1936 and resulted in the widespread
implementation of anarchist and more broadly libertarian
socialist organisational principles throughout various por-
tions of the country for two to three years, primarily
Catalonia, Aragon, Andalusia, and parts of the Lev-
ante. Much of Spain's economy was put under worker
control; in anarchist strongholds like Catalonia, the fig-
ure was as high as 75%, but lower in areas with heavy
Communist Party of Spain influence, as the Soviet-allied
party actively resisted attempts at collectivisation enact-
ment. Factories were run through worker committees,
agrarian areas became collectivised and run as libertarian
communes. Anarchist historian Sam Dolgoff estimated
that about eight million people participated directly or at
least indirectly in the Spanish Revolution,*[130] which
he claimed“came closer to realising the ideal of the free
stateless society on a vast scale than any other revolution
in history.”*[131] Spanish Communist Party-led troops
suppressed the collectives and persecuted both dissident
Marxists and anarchists.*[132] The prominent Italian an-
archist Camillo Berneri, who volunteered to fight against
Franco was killed instead in Spain by gunmen associated
with the Spanish Communist Party.*[133]*[134]*[135]
The city of Madrid was turned over to the francoist forces
by the last non-francoist mayor of the city, the anarchist
Melchor Rodríguez García.*[136]

7.2.8 Post-war years

Anarchism sought to reorganise itself after the war and
in this context the organisational debate between syn-
thesis anarchism and platformism took importance once
again especially in the anarchist movements of Italy and
France. The Mexican Anarchist Federation was estab-
lished in 1945 after the Anarchist Federation of the Cen-
tre united with the Anarchist Federation of the Federal
District.*[137] In the early 1940s, the Antifascist In-
ternational Solidarity and the Federation of Anarchist
Groups of Cuba merged into the large national organi-
sation Asociación Libertaria de Cuba (Cuban Libertar-
ian Association).*[138] From 1944 to 1947, the Bulgar-
ian Anarchist Communist Federation reemerged as part
of a factory and workplace committee movement, but
was repressed by the new Communist regime.*[139] In
1945 in France the Fédération Anarchiste and the an-
archosyndicalist trade union Confédération nationale du
travail was established in the next year while the also
synthesist Federazione Anarchica Italiana was founded in
Italy. Korean anarchists formed the League of Free So-
cial Constructors in September 1945*[139] and in 1946
the Japanese Anarchist Federation was founded.*[140]
An International Anarchist Congress with delegates from
across Europe was held in Paris in May 1948.*[139] Af-
ter World War II, an appeal in the Fraye Arbeter Shtime
detailing the plight of German anarchists and called for

Americans to support them. By February 1946, the send-
ing of aid parcels to anarchists in Germany was a large-
scale operation. The Federation of Libertarian Social-
ists was founded in Germany in 1947 and Rudolf Rocker
wrote for its organ, Die Freie Gesellschaft, which sur-
vived until 1953.*[141] In 1956 the Uruguayan Anarchist
Federation was founded.*[142] In 1955 the Anarcho-
Communist Federation of Argentina renamed itself as
the Argentine Libertarian Federation. The Syndicalist
Workers' Federation was a syndicalist group in active
in post-war Britain,*[143] and one of Solidarity Fed-
eration's earliest predecessors. It was formed in 1950
by members of the dissolved Anarchist Federation of
Britain.*[143] Unlike the AFB, which was influenced by
anarcho-syndicalist ideas but ultimately not syndicalist it-
self, the SWF decided to pursue a more definitely syndi-
calist, worker-centred strategy from the outset.*[143]
Anarchism continued to influence important literary and
intellectual personalities of the time, such as Albert
Camus, Herbert Read, Paul Goodman, Dwight Mac-
donald, Allen Ginsberg, George Woodcock, Leopold
Kohr,*[144]*[145] Julian Beck, John Cage*[146] and
the French Surrealist group led by André Breton, which
now openly embraced anarchism and collaborated in the
Fédération Anarchiste.*[147]
Anarcho-pacifism became influential in the Anti-
nuclear movement and anti war movements of the
time*[148]*[149] as can be seen in the activism and
writings of the English anarchist member of Campaign
for Nuclear Disarmament Alex Comfort or the similar
activism of the American catholic anarcho-pacifists
Ammon Hennacy and Dorothy Day. Anarcho-pacifism
became a “basis for a critique of militarism on both
sides of the Cold War.”*[150] The resurgence of
anarchist ideas during this period is well documented in
Robert Graham's Anarchism: A Documentary History
of Libertarian Ideas, Volume Two: The Emergence of the
New Anarchism (1939–1977).*[139]

7.2.9 Contemporary anarchism

Main article: Contemporary anarchism
A surge of popular interest in anarchism occurred in
western nations during the 1960s and 1970s.*[151] An-
archism was influential in the Counterculture of the
1960s*[152]*[153]*[154] and anarchists actively par-
ticipated in the late sixties students and workers re-
volts.*[155] In 1968 in Carrara, Italy the International
of Anarchist Federations was founded during an in-
ternational anarchist conference held there in 1968 by
the three existing European federations of France (the
Fédération Anarchiste), the Federazione Anarchica Ital-
iana of Italy and the Iberian Anarchist Federation as well
as the Bulgarian federation in French exile.*[156]*[157]
In the United Kingdom in the 1970s this was associated
with the punk rock movement, as exemplified by bands
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The famous okupas squat near Parc Güell, overlooking
Barcelona. Squatting was a prominent part of the emergence
of renewed anarchist movement from the counterculture of the
1960s and 1970s. On the roof: “Occupy and Resist”

such as Crass and the Sex Pistols.*[158] The housing and
employment crisis in most of Western Europe led to the
formation of communes and squatter movements like that
of Barcelona, Spain. In Denmark, squatters occupied a
disusedmilitary base and declared the Freetown Christia-
nia, an autonomous haven in central Copenhagen. Since
the revival of anarchism in the mid-20th century,*[159]
a number of new movements and schools of thought
emerged. Although feminist tendencies have always been
a part of the anarchist movement in the form of anarcha-
feminism, they returned with vigour during the second
wave of feminism in the 1960s. Anarchist anthropologist
David Graeber and anarchist historian Andrej Grubacic
have posited a rupture between generations of anarchism,
with those“who often still have not shaken the sectarian
habits”of the 19th century contrasted with the younger
activists who are“much more informed, among other el-
ements, by indigenous, feminist, ecological and cultural-
critical ideas”, and who by the turn of the 21st century
formed“by far the majority”of anarchists.*[160]
Around the turn of the 21st century, anarchism grew in
popularity and influence as part of the anti-war, anti-
capitalist, and anti-globalisation movements.*[161] An-
archists became known for their involvement in protests
against the meetings of the World Trade Organization
(WTO), Group of Eight, and the World Economic Fo-
rum. Some anarchist factions at these protests engaged
in rioting, property destruction, and violent confronta-
tions with police. These actions were precipitated by ad
hoc, leaderless, anonymous cadres known as black blocs;
other organisational tactics pioneered in this time include
security culture, affinity groups and the use of decen-
tralised technologies such as the internet.*[161] A signif-
icant event of this period was the confrontations at WTO
conference in Seattle in 1999.*[161] According to an-
archist scholar Simon Critchley, “contemporary anar-
chism can be seen as a powerful critique of the pseudo-
libertarianism of contemporary neo-liberalism ... One
might say that contemporary anarchism is about respon-

sibility, whether sexual, ecological or socio-economic; it
flows from an experience of conscience about the man-
ifold ways in which the West ravages the rest; it is an
ethical outrage at the yawning inequality, impoverish-
ment and disenfranchisment that is so palpable locally and
globally.”*[162]
International anarchist federations in existence in-
clude the International of Anarchist Federations, the
International Workers' Association, and International
Libertarian Solidarity. The largest organised anar-
chist movement today is in Spain, in the form of the
Confederación General del Trabajo (CGT) and the CNT.
CGT membership was estimated at around 100,000 for
2003.*[163] Other active syndicalist movements include
in Sweden the Central Organisation of the Workers of
Sweden and the Swedish Anarcho-syndicalist Youth Fed-
eration; the CNT-AIT in France; the Unione Sindicale
Italiana in Italy; in the US Workers Solidarity Alliance
and the UK Solidarity Federation and Anarchist Fed-
eration. The revolutionary industrial unionist Industrial
Workers of the World, claiming 3,000 paying members,
and the International Workers Association, an anarcho-
syndicalist successor to the First International, also re-
main active.

7.3 Anarchist schools of thought

Main article: Anarchist schools of thought
Anarchist schools of thought had been generally grouped
in two main historical traditions, individualist anarchism
and social anarchism, which have some different origins,
values and evolution.*[10]*[17]*[164]*[165] The indi-
vidualist wing of anarchism emphasises negative liberty,
i.e. opposition to state or social control over the individ-
ual, while those in the social wing emphasise positive lib-
erty to achieve one's potential and argue that humans have
needs that society ought to fulfil, “recognising equality
of entitlement”.*[166] In a chronological and theoreti-
cal sense, there are classical – those created throughout
the 19th century – and post-classical anarchist schools –
those created since the mid-20th century and after.
Beyond the specific factions of anarchist thought is
philosophical anarchism, which embodies the theoret-
ical stance that the state lacks moral legitimacy with-
out accepting the imperative of revolution to elimi-
nate it. A component especially of individualist anar-
chism*[167]*[168] philosophical anarchism may accept
the existence of a minimal state as unfortunate, and usu-
ally temporary,“necessary evil”but argue that citizens
do not have a moral obligation to obey the state when
its laws conflict with individual autonomy.*[169] One re-
action against sectarianism within the anarchist milieu
was“anarchism without adjectives”, a call for toleration
first adopted by Fernando Tarrida del Mármol in 1889
in response to the “bitter debates”of anarchist theory
at the time.*[170] In abandoning the hyphenated anar-
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Portrait of philosopher Pierre-Joseph Proudhon (1809–1865) by
Gustave Courbet. Proudhon was the primary proponent of an-
archist mutualism, and influenced many later individualist anar-
chist and social anarchist thinkers.

chisms (i.e. collectivist-, communist-, mutualist– and
individualist-anarchism), it sought to emphasise the anti-
authoritarian beliefs common to all anarchist schools of
thought.*[171]

7.3.1 Classical anarchist schools of
thought

Mutualism

Main article: Mutualism (economic theory)

Mutualism began in 18th-century English and French
labour movements before taking an anarchist form asso-
ciated with Pierre-Joseph Proudhon in France and others
in the United States.*[172] Proudhon proposed sponta-
neous order, whereby organisation emerges without cen-
tral authority, a “positive anarchy”where order arises
when everybody does“what he wishes and only what he
wishes”*[173] and where“business transactions alone
produce the social order.”*[174] Proudhon distinguished
between ideal political possibilities and practical gover-
nance. For this reason, much in contrast to some of
his theoretical statements concerning ultimate sponta-
neous self-governance, Proudhon was heavily involved in
French parliamentary politics and allied himself not with
anarchist but socialist factions of workers' movements
and, in addition to advocating state-protected charters for

worker-owned cooperatives, promoted certain nationali-
sation schemes during his life of public service.
Mutualist anarchism is concerned with reciprocity, free
association, voluntary contract, federation, and credit and
currency reform. According to the American mutualist
William Batchelder Greene, each worker in the mutu-
alist system would receive “just and exact pay for his
work; services equivalent in cost being exchangeable for
services equivalent in cost, without profit or discount.”
*[175] Mutualism has been retrospectively characterised
as ideologically situated between individualist and collec-
tivist forms of anarchism.*[176] Proudhon first charac-
terised his goal as a“third form of society, the synthesis
of communism and property.”*[177]

Individualist anarchism

Main article: Individualist anarchism

Individualist anarchism refers to several traditions of
thought within the anarchist movement that emphasise
the individual and their will over any kinds of external
determinants such as groups, society, traditions, and ide-
ological systems.*[178]*[179] Individualist anarchism is
not a single philosophy but refers to a group of individu-
alistic philosophies that sometimes are in conflict.
In 1793, William Godwin, who has often*[60] been cited
as the first anarchist, wrote Political Justice, which some
consider the first expression of anarchism.*[61]*[63]
Godwin, a philosophical anarchist, from a rationalist and
utilitarian basis opposed revolutionary action and saw a
minimal state as a present“necessary evil”that would be-
come increasingly irrelevant and powerless by the gradual
spread of knowledge.*[61]*[180] Godwin advocated in-
dividualism, proposing that all cooperation in labour be
eliminated on the premise that this would be most con-
ducive with the general good.*[181]*[182]
An influential form of individualist anarchism, called

“egoism,”*[183] or egoist anarchism, was expounded by
one of the earliest and best-known proponents of individ-
ualist anarchism, the German Max Stirner.*[70] Stirner's
The Ego and Its Own, published in 1844, is a founding text
of the philosophy.*[70] According to Stirner, the only
limitation on the rights of individuals is their power to
obtain what they desire,*[184] without regard for God,
state, or morality.*[185] To Stirner, rights were spooks in
the mind, and he held that society does not exist but“the
individuals are its reality”.*[186] Stirner advocated self-
assertion and foresaw unions of egoists, non-systematic
associations continually renewed by all parties' support
through an act of will,*[187] which Stirner proposed as
a form of organisation in place of the state.*[188] Ego-
ist anarchists argue that egoism will foster genuine and
spontaneous union between individuals.*[189]“Egoism”
has inspired many interpretations of Stirner's philosophy.
It was re-discovered and promoted by German philo-
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19th-century philosopher Max Stirner, usually considered a
prominent early individualist anarchist (sketch by Friedrich En-
gels).

sophical anarchist and homosexual activist John Henry
Mackay.
Josiah Warren is widely regarded as the first Ameri-
can anarchist,*[190] and the four-page weekly paper he
edited during 1833, The Peaceful Revolutionist, was the
first anarchist periodical published.*[191] For American
anarchist historian Eunice Minette Schuster“It is appar-
ent ... that Proudhonian Anarchism was to be found in
the United States at least as early as 1848 and that it was
not conscious of its affinity to the Individualist Anarchism
of Josiah Warren and Stephen Pearl Andrews ... William
B. Greene presented this Proudhonian Mutualism in its
purest and most systematic form.”.*[192] Henry David
Thoreau (1817–1862) was an important early influence
in individualist anarchist thought in the United States and
Europe. Thoreau was an American author, poet, natural-
ist, tax resister, development critic, surveyor, historian,
philosopher, and leading transcendentalist. He is best
known for his books Walden, a reflection upon simple
living in natural surroundings, and his essay, Civil Dis-
obedience, an argument for individual resistance to civil
government in moral opposition to an unjust state. Later
Benjamin Tucker fused Stirner's egoism with the eco-
nomics ofWarren and Proudhon in his eclectic influential
publication Liberty.
From these early influences individualist anarchism in
different countries attracted a small but diverse following
of bohemian artists and intellectuals,*[193] free love and
birth control advocates (see Anarchism and issues re-
lated to love and sex),*[194]*[195] individualist naturists
nudists (see anarcho-naturism),*[195]*[196]*[197]

freethought and anti-clerical activists*[198]*[199] as
well as young anarchist outlaws in what became known
as illegalism and individual reclamation*[105]*[200]
(see European individualist anarchism and individualist
anarchism in France). These authors and activists
included Oscar Wilde, Emile Armand, Han Ryner,
Henri Zisly, Renzo Novatore, Miguel Gimenez Igualada,
Adolf Brand and Lev Chernyi among others.

Social anarchism

Main article: Social anarchism

Social anarchism calls for a system with common own-
ership of means of production and democratic control
of all organisations, without any government authority
or coercion. It is the largest school of thought in anar-
chism.*[201] Social anarchism rejects private property,
seeing it as a source of social inequality (while retaining
respect for personal property),*[202] and emphasises co-
operation and mutual aid.*[203]

Collectivist anarchism Main article: Collectivist
anarchism

Collectivist anarchism, also referred to as “revolution-
ary socialism”or a form of such,*[204]*[205] is a revo-
lutionary form of anarchism, commonly associated with
Mikhail Bakunin and Johann Most.*[206]*[207] Col-
lectivist anarchists oppose all private ownership of the
means of production, instead advocating that ownership
be collectivised. This was to be achieved through vio-
lent revolution, first starting with a small cohesive group
through acts of violence, or propaganda by the deed,
which would inspire the workers as a whole to revolt and
forcibly collectivise the means of production.*[206]
However, collectivisation was not to be extended to the
distribution of income, as workers would be paid ac-
cording to time worked, rather than receiving goods
being distributed “according to need”as in anarcho-
communism. This position was criticised by anarchist
communists as effectively “uphold[ing] the wages sys-
tem”.*[208] Collectivist anarchism arose contempora-
neously with Marxism but opposed the Marxist dictator-
ship of the proletariat, despite the stated Marxist goal
of a collectivist stateless society.*[209] Anarchist, com-
munist and collectivist ideas are not mutually exclusive;
although the collectivist anarchists advocated compensa-
tion for labour, some held out the possibility of a post-
revolutionary transition to a communist system of distri-
bution according to need.*[210]

Anarcho-communism Main article: Anarcho-
communism
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Anarchist communism (also known as
anarcho-communism, libertarian commu-
nism*[211]*[212]*[213]*[214] and occasionally as
free communism) is a theory of anarchism that advocates
abolition of the state, markets, money, private property
(while retaining respect for personal property),*[202]
and capitalism in favour of common ownership of the
means of production,*[215]*[216] direct democracy
and a horizontal network of voluntary associations and
workers' councils with production and consumption
based on the guiding principle: "from each according to
his ability, to each according to his need".*[217]*[218]

Russian theorist Peter Kropotkin (1842–1921), who was influen-
tial in the development of anarchist communism

Some forms of anarchist communism such as
insurrectionary anarchism are strongly influenced
by egoism and radical individualism, believing anarcho-
communism is the best social system for the realisation
of individual freedom.*[219]*[220]*[221]*[222] Most
anarcho-communists view anarcho-communism as a way
of reconciling the opposition between the individual and
society.*[223]*[224]*[225]
Anarcho-communism developed out of radical social-
ist currents after the French revolution*[226]*[227] but
was first formulated as such in the Italian section of
the First International.*[228] The theoretical work of
Peter Kropotkin took importance later as it expanded
and developed pro-organisationalist and insurrectionary
anti-organisationalist sections.*[229] To date, the best
known examples of an anarchist communist society (i.e.,
established around the ideas as they exist today and
achieving worldwide attention and knowledge in the his-
torical canon), are the anarchist territories during the

Spanish Revolution*[230] and the Free Territory during
the Russian Revolution. Through the efforts and influ-
ence of the Spanish Anarchists during the Spanish Revo-
lution within the Spanish Civil War, starting in 1936 an-
archist communism existed in most of Aragon, parts of
the Levante and Andalusia, as well as in the stronghold
of Anarchist Catalonia before being crushed by the com-
bined forces of the regime that won the war, Hitler, Mus-
solini, Spanish Communist Party repression (backed by
the USSR) as well as economic and armaments block-
ades from the capitalist countries and the Spanish Re-
public itself.*[231] During the Russian Revolution, an-
archists such as Nestor Makhno worked to create and de-
fend – through the Revolutionary Insurrectionary Army
of Ukraine – anarchist communism in the Free Territory
of the Ukraine from 1919 before being conquered by the
Bolsheviks in 1921.

Anarcho-syndicalism Main article: Anarcho-
syndicalism
Anarcho-syndicalism is a branch of anarchism that

May day demonstration of Spanish anarcho-syndicalist trade
union CNT in Bilbao, Basque Country in 2010

focuses on the labour movement.*[232] Anarcho-
syndicalists view labour unions as a potential force for
revolutionary social change, replacing capitalism and the
state with a new society democratically self-managed by
workers. The basic principles of anarcho-syndicalism
are: Workers' solidarity, Direct action and Workers'
self-management
Anarcho-syndicalists believe that only direct action – that
is, action concentrated on directly attaining a goal, as op-
posed to indirect action, such as electing a representative
to a government position – will allow workers to liber-
ate themselves.*[233]Moreover, anarcho-syndicalists be-
lieve that workers' organisations (the organisations that
struggle against the wage system, which, in anarcho-
syndicalist theory, will eventually form the basis of a new
society) should be self-managing. They should not have
bosses or“business agents"; rather, the workers should be
able to make all the decisions that affect them themselves.
Rudolf Rocker was one of the most popular voices in the
anarcho-syndicalist movement. He outlined a view of the
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origins of the movement, what it sought, and why it was
important to the future of labour in his 1938 pamphlet
Anarcho-Syndicalism. The International Workers Asso-
ciation is an international anarcho-syndicalist federation
of various labour unions from different countries. The
Spanish Confederación Nacional del Trabajo played and
still plays a major role in the Spanish labour movement.
It was also an important force in the Spanish Civil War.

Syncretic anarchism

The term syncretic anarchism was first coined by Alberto
Frigo in relation to his reading of Jacques Ellul. Rephras-
ing the latter, Frigo observed that, if on one hand new
technologies creates new form of power, on the other,
new technologies are accompanied by the rise of what
Marcel Mauss defines as magic. By developing the tech-
niques to perform new magic and by adhering to it,
marginal individuals come to create forms of syncretism
which brings together the different dogmas and cultures a
power structures uses to put humans against one another.
The 19th century French postman Ferdinand Cheval for
example, has intuitively experimented with the, at that
time, new medium of cement, and created, after 33 years
of adherence to certain rituals, a monument blending re-
ligions from around the world.

7.3.2 Post-classical schools of thought

Lawrence Jarach (left) and John Zerzan (right), two prominent
contemporary anarchist authors. Zerzan is known as prominent
voice within anarcho-primitivism, while Jarach is a noted advo-
cate of post-left anarchy.

Anarchism continues to generate many philosophies and
movements, at times eclectic, drawing upon various
sources, and syncretic, combining disparate concepts to
create new philosophical approaches.*[234]
Green anarchism (or eco-anarchism)*[235] is a school of
thought within anarchism that emphasises environmen-
tal issues,*[236] with an important precedent in anarcho-

naturism,*[195]*[237]*[238] and whosemain contempo-
rary currents are anarcho-primitivism and social ecology.
Anarcha-feminism (also called anarchist feminism and
anarcho-feminism) combines anarchism with feminism.
It generally views patriarchy as a manifestation of in-
voluntary coercive hierarchy that should be replaced by
decentralised free association. Anarcha-feminists believe
that the struggle against patriarchy is an essential part of
class struggle, and the anarchist struggle against the state.
In essence, the philosophy sees anarchist struggle as a
necessary component of feminist struggle and vice versa.
L. Susan Brown claims that“as anarchism is a political
philosophy that opposes all relationships of power, it is in-
herently feminist”.*[239] Anarcha-feminism began with
the late 19th-century writings of early feminist anarchists
such as Emma Goldman and Voltairine de Cleyre.
Anarcho-pacifism is a tendency that rejects vio-
lence in the struggle for social change (see non-
violence).*[86]*[240] It developed “mostly in the
Netherlands, Britain, and the United States, before
and during the Second World War”.*[86] Christian
anarchism is a movement in political theology that
combines anarchism and Christianity.*[241] Its main
proponents included Leo Tolstoy, Dorothy Day, Ammon
Hennacy, and Jacques Ellul.
Platformism is a tendency within the wider anarchist
movement based on the organisational theories in the tra-
dition of Dielo Truda's Organisational Platform of the
General Union of Anarchists (Draft).*[119] The docu-
ment was based on the experiences of Russian anarchists
in the 1917 October Revolution, which led eventually
to the victory of the Bolsheviks over the anarchists and
other groups. The Platform attempted to address and ex-
plain the anarchist movement's failures during the Rus-
sian Revolution.
Synthesis anarchism is a form of anarchism that tries to
join anarchists of different tendencies under the princi-
ples of anarchism without adjectives.*[242] In the 1920s,
this form found as its main proponents the anarcho-
communists Voline and Sébastien Faure.*[120]*[243] It
is the main principle behind the anarchist federations
grouped around the contemporary global International of
Anarchist Federations.*[242]
Post-left anarchy is a recent current in anarchist thought
that promotes a critique of anarchism's relationship to
traditional Left-wing politics. Some post-leftists seek to
escape the confines of ideology in general also present-
ing a critique of organisations and morality.*[244] Influ-
enced by the work ofMax Stirner*[244] and by theMarx-
ist Situationist International,*[244] post-left anarchy is
marked by a focus on social insurrection and a rejection
of leftist social organisation.*[245]
Insurrectionary anarchism is a revolutionary theory,
practice, and tendency within the anarchist movement
which emphasises insurrection within anarchist prac-
tice.*[246]*[247] It is critical of formal organisations
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such as labour unions and federations that are based on
a political programme and periodic congresses.*[246]
Instead, insurrectionary anarchists advocate informal
organisation and small affinity group based organisa-
tion.*[246]*[247] Insurrectionary anarchists put value in
attack, permanent class conflict, and a refusal to negotiate
or compromise with class enemies.*[246]*[247]
Post-anarchism is a theoretical move towards a synthesis
of classical anarchist theory and poststructuralist thought,
drawing from diverse ideas including post-modernism,
autonomist marxism, post-left anarchy, Situationist Inter-
national, and postcolonialism.
Left-wing market anarchism strongly affirm the clas-
sical liberal ideas of self-ownership and free markets,
while maintaining that, taken to their logical conclu-
sions, these ideas support strongly anti-corporatist, anti-
hierarchical, pro-labour positions and anti-capitalism
in economics and anti-imperialism in foreign pol-
icy.*[248]*[249]*[250]*[251]
Anarcho-capitalism advocates the elimination of the
state in favour of individual sovereignty in a free mar-
ket.*[252]*[253] Anarcho-capitalism developed from
radical anti-state libertarianism and individualist an-
archism,*[254]*[255]*[256]*[257]*[258]*[259]*[260]
drawing from Austrian School economics, study of
law and economics, and public choice theory.*[261]
There is a strong current within anarchism which
believes that anarcho-capitalism cannot be consid-
ered a part of the anarchist movement, due to the
fact that anarchism has historically been an anti-
capitalist movement and for definitional reasons
which see anarchism as incompatible with capitalist
forms.*[262]*[263]*[264]*[265]*[266]*[267]

7.4 Internal issues and debates

See also: Anarchism and violence, Anarchist schools of
thought, and Issues in anarchism
Anarchism is a philosophy that embodies many diverse

Which forms of violence (if any) are consistent with anarchist
values is a controversial subject among anarchists.

attitudes, tendencies and schools of thought; as such, dis-
agreement over questions of values, ideology and tac-
tics is common. The compatibility of capitalism,*[268]
nationalism, and religion with anarchism is widely dis-
puted. Similarly, anarchism enjoys complex relation-
ships with ideologies such as Marxism, communism,
collectivism, syndicalism/trade unionism, and capitalism.
Anarchists may be motivated by humanism, divine au-
thority, enlightened self-interest, veganism or any num-
ber of alternative ethical doctrines.
Phenomena such as civilisation, technology (e.g. within
anarcho-primitivism), and the democratic process may be
sharply criticised within some anarchist tendencies and
simultaneously lauded in others.
On a tactical level, while propaganda of the deed
was a tactic used by anarchists in the 19th century
(e.g. the Nihilist movement), some contemporary anar-
chists espouse alternative direct action methods such as
nonviolence, counter-economics and anti-state cryptogra-
phy to bring about an anarchist society. About the scope
of an anarchist society, some anarchists advocate a global
one, while others do so by local ones.*[269] The diversity
in anarchism has led to widely different use of identical
terms among different anarchist traditions, which has led
to many definitional concerns in anarchist theory.

7.5 Topics of interest

Intersecting and overlapping between various schools of
thought, certain topics of interest and internal disputes
have proven perennial within anarchist theory.

7.5.1 Free love

Main articles: Free love, Anarchism and issues related to
love and sex, Anarcha-feminism, and Queer anarchism
An important current within anarchism is free

love.*[270] Free love advocates sometimes traced
their roots back to Josiah Warren and to experimental
communities, viewed sexual freedom as a clear, direct
expression of an individual's sovereignty. Free love par-
ticularly stressed women's rights since most sexual laws
discriminated against women: for example, marriage
laws and anti-birth control measures.*[194] The most
important American free love journal was Lucifer the
Lightbearer (1883–1907) edited by Moses Harman and
Lois Waisbrooker,*[271] but also there existed Ezra
Heywood and Angela Heywood's TheWord (1872–1890,
1892–1893).*[194] Free Society (1895–1897 as The
Firebrand; 1897–1904 as Free Society) was a major
anarchist newspaper in the United States at the end of
the 19th and beginning of the 20th centuries.*[272]
The publication advocated free love and women's rights,
and critiqued "Comstockery" – censorship of sexual
information. Also M. E. Lazarus was an important
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French individualist anarchist Emile Armand (1872–1962), who
propounded the virtues of free love in the Parisian anarchist mi-
lieu of the early 20th century

American individualist anarchist who promoted free
love.*[194]
In New York City's Greenwich Village, bohemian fem-
inists and socialists advocated self-realisation and plea-
sure for women (and also men) in the here and now.
They encouraged playing with sexual roles and sexual-
ity,*[273] and the openly bisexual radical Edna St. Vin-
cent Millay and the lesbian anarchist Margaret Anderson

were prominent among them. Discussion groups organ-
ised by the Villagers were frequented by EmmaGoldman,
among others. Magnus Hirschfeld noted in 1923 that
Goldman“has campaigned boldly and steadfastly for in-
dividual rights, and especially for those deprived of their
rights. Thus it came about that she was the first and only
woman, indeed the first and only American, to take up the
defence of homosexual love before the general public.”
*[274] In fact, before Goldman, heterosexual anarchist
Robert Reitzel (1849–1898) spoke positively of homo-
sexuality from the beginning of the 1890s in his Detroit-
based German language journal Der arme Teufel (En-
glish: The Poor Devil). In Argentina anarcha-feminist
Virginia Bolten published the newspaper called La Voz de
la Mujer (English: The Woman's Voice), which was pub-
lished nine times in Rosario between 8 January 1896 and
1 January 1897, and was revived, briefly, in 1901.*[275]
In Europe the main propagandist of free love within
individualist anarchism was Emile Armand.*[276] He
proposed the concept of la camaraderie amoureuse to
speak of free love as the possibility of voluntary sex-
ual encounter between consenting adults. He was also
a consistent proponent of polyamory.*[276] In Germany
the stirnerists Adolf Brand and John Henry Mackay
were pioneering campaigners for the acceptance of male
bisexuality and homosexuality. Mujeres Libres was an
anarchist women's organisation in Spain that aimed to
empower working class women. It was founded in 1936
by Lucía Sánchez Saornil, Mercedes Comaposada and
Amparo Poch y Gascón and had approximately 30,000
members. The organisation was based on the idea of a

“double struggle”for women's liberation and social rev-
olution and argued that the two objectives were equally
important and should be pursued in parallel. In order to
gain mutual support, they created networks of women an-
archists.*[277] Lucía Sánchez Saornil was amain founder
of the Spanish anarcha-feminist federation Mujeres Li-
bres who was open about her lesbianism.*[278] She was
published in a variety of literary journals where working
under a male pen name, she was able to explore lesbian
themes*[279] at a time when homosexuality was crimi-
nalised and subject to censorship and punishment.
More recently, the British anarcho-pacifist Alex Comfort
gained notoriety during the sexual revolution for writ-
ing the bestseller sex manual The Joy of Sex. The is-
sue of free love has a dedicated treatment in the work
of French anarcho-hedonist philosopher Michel Onfray
in such works as Théorie du corps amoureux : pour une
érotique solaire (2000) and L'invention du plaisir : frag-
ments cyréaniques (2002).

7.5.2 Libertarian education and
freethought

See also: Anarchism and education and Freethought
For English anarchist William Godwin education was
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Francesc Ferrer i Guàrdia, Catalan anarchist pedagogue and
free-thinker

“the main means by which change would be achieved.”
*[280] Godwin saw that the main goal of education
should be the promotion of happiness.*[280] For God-
win education had to have “A respect for the child's
autonomy which precluded any form of coercion,”“A
pedagogy that respected this and sought to build on the
child's own motivation and initiatives,”and“A concern
about the child's capacity to resist an ideology transmit-
ted through the school.”*[280] In his Political Justice he
criticises state sponsored schooling“on account of its ob-
vious alliance with national government”.*[281] Early
American anarchist Josiah Warren advanced alternative
education experiences in the libertarian communities he
established.*[282] Max Stirner wrote in 1842 a long es-
say on education called The False Principle of our Educa-
tion. In it Stirner names his educational principle“per-
sonalist,”explaining that self-understanding consists in
hourly self-creation. Education for him is to create“free
men, sovereign characters,”by which he means“eternal
characters ... who are therefore eternal because they form
themselves each moment”.*[283]
In the United States “freethought was a basically anti-
christian, anti-clerical movement, whose purpose was to
make the individual politically and spiritually free to de-
cide for himself on religious matters. A number of con-

tributors to Liberty (anarchist publication) were promi-
nent figures in both freethought and anarchism. The in-
dividualist anarchist George MacDonald was a co-editor
of Freethought and, for a time, The Truth Seeker. E.C.
Walker was co-editor of the excellent free-thought / free
love journal Lucifer, the Light-Bearer".*[198] “Many
of the anarchists were ardent freethinkers; reprints from
freethought papers such as Lucifer, the Light-Bearer,
Freethought and The Truth Seeker appeared in Liberty...
The church was viewed as a common ally of the state and
as a repressive force in and of itself”.*[198]
In 1901, Catalan anarchist and free-thinker Francesc Fer-
rer i Guàrdia established“modern”or progressive schools
in Barcelona in defiance of an educational system con-
trolled by the Catholic Church.*[284] The schools' stated
goal was to“educate the working class in a rational, sec-
ular and non-coercive setting”. Fiercely anti-clerical,
Ferrer believed in “freedom in education”, education
free from the authority of church and state.*[285] Mur-
ray Bookchin wrote: “This period [1890s] was the hey-
day of libertarian schools and pedagogical projects in all
areas of the country where Anarchists exercised some
degree of influence. Perhaps the best-known effort in
this field was Francisco Ferrer's Modern School (Escuela
Moderna), a project which exercised a considerable in-
fluence on Catalan education and on experimental tech-
niques of teaching generally.”*[286] La Escuela Mod-
erna, and Ferrer's ideas generally, formed the inspiration
for a series ofModern Schools in the United States,*[284]
Cuba, South America and London. The first of these
was started in New York City in 1911. It also inspired
the Italian newspaper Università popolare, founded in
1901. Russian christian anarchist Leo Tolstoy established
a school for peasant children on his estate.*[287] Tol-
stoy's educational experiments were short-lived due to ha-
rassment by the Tsarist secret police.*[288] Tolstoy es-
tablished a conceptual difference between education and
culture.*[287] He thought that“Education is the tendency
of one man to make another just like himself ... Educa-
tion is culture under restraint, culture is free. [Educa-
tion is] when the teaching is forced upon the pupil, and
when then instruction is exclusive, that is when only those
subjects are taught which the educator regards as neces-
sary”.*[287] For him“without compulsion, education
was transformed into culture”.*[287]
A more recent libertarian tradition on education is that
of unschooling and the free school in which child-
led activity replaces pedagogic approaches. Experi-
ments in Germany led to A. S. Neill founding what
became Summerhill School in 1921.*[289] Summer-
hill is often cited as an example of anarchism in prac-
tice.*[290]*[291] However, although Summerhill and
other free schools are radically libertarian, they differ
in principle from those of Ferrer by not advocating an
overtly political class struggle-approach.*[292] In addi-
tion to organising schools according to libertarian prin-
ciples, anarchists have also questioned the concept of
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schooling per se. The term deschooling was popularised
by Ivan Illich, who argued that the school as an institution
is dysfunctional for self-determined learning and serves
the creation of a consumer society instead.*[293]

7.6 Criticisms

Main article: Criticisms of anarchism

Criticisms of anarchism include moral criticisms and
pragmatic criticisms. Anarchism is often evaluated as un-
feasible or utopian by its critics.

7.7 See also

• Anarchism by country
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Chapter 8

Reductionism

Descartes held that non-human animals could be reductively ex-
plained as automata̶De homine, 1662.

Reductionism refers to several related but distinct philo-
sophical positions regarding the connections between
phenomena, or theories,“reducing”one to another, usu-
ally considered “simpler”or more “basic”.*[1] The
Oxford Companion to Philosophy suggests that it is“one
of the most used and abused terms in the philosophical
lexicon”and suggests a three part division:*[2]

1. Ontological reductionism: a belief that the whole of
reality consists of a minimal number of parts

2. Methodological reductionism: the scientific attempt
to provide explanation in terms of ever smaller enti-
ties

3. Theory reductionism: the suggestion that a newer
theory does not replace or absorb the old, but re-
duces it to more basic terms. Theory reduction itself
is divisible into three: translation, derivation and ex-
planation.*[3]

Reductionism can be applied to objects, phenomena,
explanations, theories, and meanings.*[3]*[4]*[5]
In the sciences, application of methodological reduction-
ism attempts explanation of entire systems in terms of
their individual, constituent parts and their interactions.

For example, the temperature of a gas is reduced to noth-
ing but the average kinetic energy of its molecules in mo-
tion. Thomas Nagel speaks of psychophysical reduction-
ism (the attempted reduction of psychological phenom-
ena to physics and chemistry), as do others and physico-
chemical reductionism (the attempted reduction of biol-
ogy to physics and chemistry), again as do others.*[6] In
a very simplified and sometimes contested form, such re-
ductionism is said to imply that a system is nothing but the
sum of its parts.*[4]*[7] However, a more nuanced view
is that a system is composed entirely of its parts, but the
system will have features that none of the parts have.*[8]

“The point of mechanistic explanations is usually show-
ing how the higher level features arise from the parts.”
*[7]
Other definitions are used by other authors. For example,
what John Polkinghorne calls conceptual or epistemologi-
cal reductionism*[4] is the definition provided by Simon
Blackburn*[9] and by JaegwonKim:*[10] that form of re-
ductionism concerning a program of replacing the facts or
entities entering statements claimed to be true in one area
of discourse with other facts or entities from another area,
thereby providing a relationship between them. Such a
connection is provided where the same idea can be ex-
pressed by “levels”of explanation, with higher levels
reducible if need be to lower levels. This use of levels of
understanding in part expresses our human limitations in
grasping a lot of detail. However, “most philosophers
would insist that our role in conceptualizing reality [our
need for an hierarchy of“levels”of understanding] does
not change the fact that different levels of organization in
reality do have different properties.”*[8]
Reductionism strongly reflects a certain perspective on
causality. In a reductionist framework, the phenomena
that can be explained completely in terms of relations
between other more fundamental phenomena, are called
epiphenomena. Often there is an implication that the
epiphenomenon exerts no causal agency on the funda-
mental phenomena that explain it. The epiphenomena are
sometimes said to be“nothing but”the outcome of the
workings of the fundamental phenomena, although the
epiphenomena might be more clearly and efficiently de-
scribed in very different terms. There is a tendency to
avoid taking an epiphenomenon as being important in its
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own right. This attitude may extend to cases where the
fundamentals are not clearly able to explain the epiphe-
nomena, but are expected to by the speaker. In this way,
for example, morality can be deemed to be“nothing but”
evolutionary adaptation, and consciousness can be con-
sidered “nothing but”the outcome of neurobiological
processes.
Reductionism should be distinguished from
eliminationism: reductionists do not deny the exis-
tence of phenomena, but explain them in terms of
another reality; eliminationists deny the existence of the
phenomena themselves. For example, eliminationists
deny the existence of life by their explanation in terms of
physical and chemical processes. Daniel Dennett denies
the existence of consciousness.*[11]
Reductionism also does not preclude the existence of
what might be called emergent phenomena, but it does
imply the ability to understand those phenomena com-
pletely in terms of the processes from which they are
composed. This reductionist understanding is very
different from emergentism, which intends that what
emerges in “emergence”is more than the sum of the
processes from which it emerges.*[12]

8.1 Types

Most philosophers delineate three types of reductionism
and antireductionism.*[2]

8.1.1 Ontological reductionism

Ontological reductionism is the belief that reality is com-
posed of a minimum number of kinds of entities or sub-
stances. This claim is usually metaphysical, and is most
commonly a form of monism, in effect claiming that all
objects, properties and events are reducible to a single
substance. (A dualist who is an ontological reduction-
ist would believe that everything is reducible to two sub-
stances ̶as one possible example, a dualist might claim
that reality is composed of "matter" and "spirit".)
Richard Jones divides ontological reductionism into two:
the reductionism of substances (e.g., the reduction of
mind to matter) and the reduction of the number of struc-
tures operating in nature (e.g., the reduction of one physi-
cal force to another). This permits scientists and philoso-
phers to affirm the former while being antireductionists
regarding the latter.*[13]
Nancey Murphy has claimed that there are two species
of ontological reductionism: one that denies that wholes
are anything more than their parts; and the stronger the-
sis of atomist reductionism that wholes are not “really
real”. She admits that the phrase“really real”is appar-
ently senseless but nonetheless has tried to explicate the
supposed difference between the two.*[14]

Ontological reductionism denies the idea of ontolog-
ical emergence, and claims that emergence is an
epistemological phenomenon that only exists through
analysis or description of a system, and does not exist on
a fundamental level.*[15]
Ontological reductionism takes two different forms: to-
ken ontological reductionism and type ontological reduc-
tionism.
Token ontological reductionism is the idea that every item
that exists is a sum item. For perceivable items, it says that
every perceivable item is a sum of items at a smaller level
of complexity. Token ontological reduction of biological
things to chemical things is generally accepted.
Type ontological reductionism is the idea that every type
of item is a sum type of item, and that every perceivable
type of item is a sum of types of items at a lower level
of complexity. Type ontological reduction of biological
things to chemical things is often rejected.*[16]
Michael Ruse has criticized ontological reductionism as
an improper argument against vitalism.*[17]

8.1.2 Methodological reductionism

Methodological reductionism is the position that the best
scientific strategy is to attempt to reduce explanations to
the smallest possible entities. Methodological reduction-
ism would thus hold that the atomic explanation of a sub-
stance's boiling point is preferable to the chemical expla-
nation, and that an explanation based on even smaller par-
ticles (quarks and leptons, perhaps) would be even better.
Methodological reductionism, therefore, is the position
that all scientific theories either can or should be reduced
to a single super~theory through the process of theoretical
reduction.

8.1.3 Theory reductionism

Theory reduction is the process by which one theory ab-
sorbs another. For example, both Kepler's laws of the
motion of the planets and Galileo's theories of motion
worked out for terrestrial objects are reducible to New-
tonian theories of mechanics because all the explanatory
power of the former are contained within the latter. Fur-
thermore, the reduction is considered to be beneficial be-
cause Newtonian mechanics is a more general theory̶
that is, it explains more events than Galileo's or Kepler's.
Theoretical reduction, therefore, is the reduction of one
explanation or theory to another̶that is, it is the absorp-
tion of one of our ideas about a particular thing into an-
other idea.
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8.2 In science

Reductionist thinking and methods form the basis for
many of the well-developed areas of modern science,
including much of physics, chemistry and cell biology.
Classical mechanics in particular is seen as a reduction-
ist framework, and statistical mechanics can be viewed
as a reconciliation of macroscopic thermodynamic laws
with the reductionist approach of explaining macroscopic
properties in terms of microscopic components.
In science, reductionism implies that certain fields of
study are based on areas that study smaller spatial scales
or organizational units. While it is commonly accepted
that the foundations of chemistry are based in physics,
and molecular biology is rooted in chemistry, similar
statements become controversial when one considers less
rigorously defined intellectual pursuits. For example,
claims that sociology is based on psychology, or that
economics is based on sociology and psychology would
be met with reservations. These claims are difficult to
substantiate even though there are clear connections be-
tween these fields (for instance, most would agree that
psychology can affect and inform economics). The limit
of reductionism's usefulness stems from emergent prop-
erties of complex systems, which are more common at
certain levels of organization. For example, certain as-
pects of evolutionary psychology and sociobiology are re-
jected by some who claim that complex systems are in-
herently irreducible and that a holistic approach is needed
to understand them.
Some strong reductionists believe that the behavioral sci-
ences should become “genuine”scientific disciplines
based on genetic biology, and on the systematic study of
culture (see Richard Dawkins's concept of memes). In
his book The Blind Watchmaker, Dawkins introduced the
term“hierarchical reductionism”*[18] to describe the
view that complex systems can be described with a hier-
archy of organizations, each of which is only described in
terms of objects one level down in the hierarchy. He pro-
vides the example of a computer, which under hierarchi-
cal reductionism is explained in terms of the operation of
hard drives, processors, and memory, but not on the level
of AND OR gates, or on the even lower level of electrons
in a semiconductor medium.
Others argue that inappropriate use of reductionism lim-
its our understanding of complex systems. In particu-
lar, ecologist Robert Ulanowicz says that science must
develop techniques to study ways in which larger scales
of organization influence smaller ones, and also ways in
which feedback loops create structure at a given level, in-
dependently of details at a lower level of organization. He
advocates (and uses) information theory as a framework
to study propensities in natural systems.*[19] Ulanowicz
attributes these criticisms of reductionism to the philoso-
pher Karl Popper and biologist Robert Rosen.*[20]
The idea that phenomena such as emergence and work

within the field of complex systems theory pose lim-
its to reductionism has been advocated by Stuart Kauff-
man.*[21] Emergence is especially relevant when sys-
tems exhibit historicity.*[22] Emergence is strongly re-
lated to nonlinearity.*[23] The limits of the application
of reductionism are claimed to be especially evident at
levels of organization with higher amounts of complexity,
including living cells,*[24] neural networks, ecosystems,
society, and other systems formed from assemblies of
large numbers of diverse components linked by multiple
feedback loops.*[24]*[25]
Nobel laureate P.W. Anderson used the idea that
symmetry breaking is an example of an emergent phe-
nomenon in his 1972 Science paper“More is different”
to make an argument about the limitations of reduction-
ism.*[26] One observation he made was that the sciences
can be arranged roughly in a linear hierarchy ̶particle
physics, many body physics, chemistry, molecular biol-
ogy, cellular biology, physiology, psychology, social sci-
ences ̶in that the elementary entities of one science
obeys the laws of the science that precedes it in the hi-
erarchy; yet this does not imply that one science is just an
applied version of the science that precedes it. He writes
that“At each stage, entirely new laws, concepts and gen-
eralizations are necessary, requiring inspiration and cre-
ativity to just as great a degree as in the previous one.
Psychology is not applied biology nor is biology applied
chemistry.”
Disciplines such as cybernetics and systems theory em-
brace a non-reductionist view of science, sometimes go-
ing as far as explaining phenomena at a given level of hier-
archy in terms of phenomena at a higher level, in a sense,
the opposite of a reductionist approach.*[27]

8.3 In mathematics

In mathematics, reductionism can be interpreted as the
philosophy that all mathematics can (or ought to) be built
on a common foundation, which is usually axiomatic set
theory. Ernst Zermelo was one of the major advocates
of such a view; he also developed much of axiomatic set
theory. It has been argued that the generally accepted
method of justifying mathematical axioms by their use-
fulness in common practice can potentially undermine
Zermelo's reductionist program.*[28]
As an alternative to set theory, Jouko Väänänen has ar-
gued for second-order logic as a foundation for math-
ematics instead of set theory,*[29] whereas others have
argued for category theory as a foundation for certain as-
pects of mathematics.*[30]*[31]
The incompleteness theorems of Kurt Gödel, published
in 1931, raised doubts about the attainability of an
axiomatic foundation for all of mathematics. Any
such foundation would have to include axioms powerful
enough to describe the arithmetic of the natural numbers
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(a subset of all mathematics). Yet Gödel proved that for
any self-consistent recursive axiomatic system powerful
enough to describe the arithmetic of the natural numbers,
there are propositions about the natural numbers that can-
not be proved from the axioms, but which we can prove
in the natural language with which we described the ax-
ioms. Such propositions are known as formally undecid-
able propositions. For example, the continuum hypothe-
sis is undecidable in the Zermelo-Fraenkel set theory as
shown by Cohen.

8.4 In religion

Religious reductionism generally attempts to explain re-
ligion by boiling it down to certain nonreligious causes.
A few examples of reductionistic explanations for the
presence of religion are: that religion can be reduced
to humanity's conceptions of right and wrong, that reli-
gion is fundamentally a primitive attempt at controlling
our environments, that religion is a way to explain the
existence of a physical world, and that religion confers
an enhanced survivability for members of a group and
so is reinforced by natural selection.*[32] Anthropolo-
gists Edward Burnett Tylor and James George Frazer em-
ployed some religious reductionist arguments.*[33] Sig-
mund Freud held that religion is nothing more than an
illusion, or even a mental illness, and Marx claimed that
religion is “the sigh of the oppressed,”and the opium
of the people providing only“the illusory happiness of
the people,”thus providing two influential examples of
reductionistic views against the idea of religion.

8.5 In linguistics

Linguistic reductionism is the idea that everything can
be described or explained in a language with a limited
number of core concepts, and combinations of those con-
cepts.*[34] A key example is the language Toki Pona.

8.6 In philosophy

The concept of downward causation poses an alterna-
tive to reductionism within philosophy. This view is de-
veloped and explored by Peter Bøgh Andersen, Claus
Emmeche, Niels Ole Finnemann, and Peder Voetmann
Christiansen, among others. These philosophers explore
ways in which one can talk about phenomena at a larger-
scale level of organization exerting causal influence on a
smaller-scale level, and find that some, but not all pro-
posed types of downward causation are compatible with
science. In particular, they find that constraint is one
way in which downward causation can operate.*[35] The
notion of causality as constraint has also been explored
as a way to shed light on scientific concepts such as

self-organization, natural selection, adaptation, and con-
trol.*[36]

8.6.1 Free will

Main article: Free will

Philosophers of the Enlightenment worked to insulate hu-
man free will from reductionism. Descartes separated the
material world of mechanical necessity from the world
of mental free will. German philosophers introduced
the concept of the "noumenal" realm that is not gov-
erned by the deterministic laws of "phenomenal" nature,
where every event is completely determined by chains of
causality.*[37] The most influential formulation was by
Immanuel Kant, who distinguished between the causal
deterministic framework the mind imposes on the world
̶the phenomenal realm̶and the world as it exists for
itself, the noumenal realm, which included free will. To
insulate theology from reductionism, 19th century post-
Enlightenment German theologians moved in a new di-
rection, led by Friedrich Schleiermacher and Albrecht
Ritschl. They took the Romantic approach of rooting re-
ligion in the inner world of the human spirit, so that it is a
person's feeling or sensibility about spiritual matters that
comprises religion.*[38]

8.7 Antireductionism

Main article: Antireductionism

The antireductionist takes this position as a minimum re-
quirement upon the reductionist: “What is unclear is
how the pre-theoretical intuitions [for example, of free
will] are to be accommodated theoretically within fa-
vored analyses... At the very least the anti-reductionist
is owed an account of why the intuitions arise if they are
not accurate.”*[39]
A contrast to the reductionist approach is holism or
emergentism. Holism is the idea that things can have
properties, (emergent properties), as a whole that are not
explainable from the sum of their parts. The principle
of holism was concisely summarized by Aristotle in the
Metaphysics: “The whole is more than the sum of its
parts”.
The term greedy reductionism, coined by Daniel Dennett,
is used to criticize inappropriate use of reductionism.

8.8 Alternatives

The development of systems thinking has provided meth-
ods for tackling issues in a holistic rather than a reduc-
tionist way, and many scientists approach their work in a
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holistic paradigm.*[40] When the terms are used in a sci-
entific context, holism and reductionism refer primarily
to what sorts of models or theories offer valid explana-
tions of the natural world; the scientific method of falsi-
fying hypotheses, checking empirical data against theory,
is largely unchanged, but the approach guides which the-
ories are considered. The conflict between reductionism
and holism in science is not universal̶it usually centers
on whether or not a holistic or reductionist approach is
appropriate in the context of studying a specific system
or phenomenon.
In many cases (such as the kinetic theory of gases), given
a good understanding of the components of the system,
one can predict all the important properties of the system
as a whole. In other systems, emergent properties of the
system are said to be almost impossible to predict from
knowledge of the parts of the system. Complexity theory
studies systems and properties of the latter type.
Alfred North Whitehead set his metaphysical thinking in
opposition to reductionism. He refers to this as the“fal-
lacy of the misplaced concreteness”. His scheme set out
to frame a rational, general understanding of things, that
was derived from our reality.
Sven Erik Jorgensen, an ecologist, lays out both theoreti-
cal and practical arguments for a holistic approach in cer-
tain areas of science, especially ecology. He argues that
many systems are so complex that it will not ever be pos-
sible to describe all their details. Drawing an analogy to
the Heisenberg uncertainty principle in physics, he argues
that many interesting and relevant ecological phenomena
cannot be replicated in laboratory conditions, and thus
cannot be measured or observed without influencing and
changing the system in some way. He also points to the
importance of interconnectedness in biological systems.
His viewpoint is that science can only progress by outlin-
ing what questions are unanswerable and by using mod-
els that do not attempt to explain everything in terms
of smaller hierarchical levels of organization, but instead
model them on the scale of the system itself, taking into
account some (but not all) factors from levels both higher
and lower in the hierarchy.*[41]

8.9 Criticism

Fragmentalism is an alternative term for ontological re-
ductionism,*[42] although fragmentalism is frequently
used in a pejorative sense.*[43] Anti-realists use the term
fragmentalism in arguments that the world does not exist
of separable entities, instead consisting of wholes. For
example, advocates of this position hold that:

The linear deterministic approach to na-
ture and technology promoted a fragmented
perception of reality, and a loss of the ability
to foresee, to adequately evaluate, in all their

complexity, global crises in ecology, civiliza-
tion and education.*[44]

The term“fragmentalism”is usually applied to reduc-
tionist modes of thought, frequently with the related pe-
jorative term of scientism. This usage is popular amongst
some ecological activists:

There is a need now to move away from
scientism and the ideology of cause-and-effect
determinism toward a radical empiricism,
such as William James proposed, as an
epistemology of science.*[45]

These perspectives are not new and in the early twenti-
eth century, William James noted that rationalist science
emphasized what he termed fragmentation and discon-
nection.*[46]
Such views also underpin many criticisms of the scientific
method:

The scientific method only acknowledges
monophasic consciousness. The method is a
specialized system that focuses on studying
small and distinctive parts in isolation, which
results in fragmented knowledge.*[46]

An alternative usage of this term is in cognitive psychol-
ogy. Here, George Kelly developed“constructive alter-
nativism”as a form of personal construct psychology, this
provided an alternative to what he saw as“accumulative
fragmentalism”. In this theory, knowledge is seen as
the construction of successful mental models of the exte-
rior world, rather than the accumulation of independent

“nuggets of truth”.*[47]

8.10 See also

• Antireductionism

• Antiscience

• Aristotle

• Eliminativism

• Emergentism

• Fallacy of composition

• Holism

• Holistic science

• Materialism

• Multiple realizability was used as a source of argu-
ments against reductionism.
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• Philosophy of mind

• Physicalism

• Physical ontology

• Scientism

• Symmetry breaking

• Theology

• Two Dogmas of Empiricism
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Chapter 9

Nihilism

“Nihilist”redirects here. For other uses, see Nihilism
(disambiguation) and Nihilist (disambiguation).

Nihilism (/ˈnaɪ.ᵻlɪzəm/ or /ˈniː.ᵻlɪzəm/; from the Latin ni-
hil, nothing) is a philosophical doctrine that suggests the
lack of belief in one or more reputedly meaningful as-
pects of life. Most commonly, nihilism is presented in the
form of existential nihilism, which argues that life is with-
out objective meaning, purpose, or intrinsic value.*[1]
Moral nihilists assert that there is no inherent morality,
and that accepted moral values are abstractly contrived.
Nihilism may also take epistemological, ontological, or
metaphysical forms, meaning respectively that, in some
aspect, knowledge is not possible, or reality does not ac-
tually exist.
The term is sometimes used in association with anomie to
explain the general mood of despair at a perceived point-
lessness of existence that one may develop upon realising
there are no necessary norms, rules, or laws.*[2] Move-
ments such as Futurism and deconstruction,*[3] among
others, have been identified by commentators*[4] as“ni-
hilistic”.
Nihilism is also a characteristic that has been ascribed
to time periods: for example, Jean Baudrillard and oth-
ers have called postmodernity a nihilistic epoch,*[5] and
some religious theologians and figures of religious author-
ity have asserted that postmodernity*[6] and many as-
pects of modernity*[3] represent a rejection of theism,
and that such rejection of their theistic doctrine entails
nihilism.

9.1 Forms

Nihilism has many definitions, and thus can describe
multiple arguably independent philosophical positions.

9.1.1 Metaphysical

Main article: Metaphysical nihilism

Metaphysical nihilism is the philosophical theory that

posits that concrete objects and physical constructs might
not exist in the possible world, or that even if there exist
possible worlds that contain some concrete objects, there
is at least one that contains only abstract objects.
Extreme metaphysical nihilism is commonly defined as
the belief that nothing exists as a correspondent compo-
nent of the self-efficient world.*[7] The American Her-
itage Medical Dictionary defines one form of nihilism as

“an extreme form of skepticism that denies all existence.”
*[8] A similar skepticism concerning the concrete world
can be found in solipsism. However, despite the fact that
both deny the certainty of objects' true existence, the ni-
hilist would deny the existence of self whereas the solip-
sist would affirm it.*[9] Both these positions are consid-
ered forms of anti-realism.*[10]

9.1.2 Epistemological

Main article: Epistemological nihilism

Epistemological nihilism is a form of skepticism in which
all knowledge is accepted as being possibly untrue or as
being unable to be confirmed true.

9.1.3 Mereological

Main article: Mereological nihilism

Mereological nihilism (also called compositional ni-
hilism) is the position that objects with proper parts do
not exist (not only objects in space, but also objects exist-
ing in time do not have any temporal parts), and only basic
building blocks without parts exist, and thus the world we
see and experience full of objects with parts is a product
of human misperception (i.e., if we could see clearly, we
would not perceive compositive objects).
This interpretation of existence must be based on resolu-
tion. The resolution with which humans see and perceive
the “improper parts”of the world is not an objective
fact of reality, but is rather an implicit trait that can only
be qualitatively explored and expressed. Therefore, there
is no arguable way to surmise or measure the validity of
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mereological nihilism. Example: An ant can get lost on a
large cylindrical object because the circumference of the
object is so large with respect to the ant that the ant effec-
tively feels as though the object has no curvature. Thus,
the resolution with which the ant views the world it exists

“within”is a very important determining factor in how
the ant experiences this“within the world”feeling.

9.1.4 Existential

Main article: Existential nihilism
Existential nihilism is the belief that life has no intrinsic

The Nihilist by Paul Merwart (1882)

meaning or value. With respect to the universe, existen-
tial nihilism posits that a single human or even the entire
human species is insignificant, without purpose and un-
likely to change in the totality of existence. The mean-
inglessness of life is largely explored in the philosophical
school of existentialism.

9.1.5 Moral

Main article: Moral nihilism

Moral nihilism, also known as ethical nihilism, is the
meta-ethical view that morality does not exist as some-
thing inherent to objective reality; therefore no action is
necessarily preferable to any other. For example, a moral
nihilist would say that killing someone, for whatever rea-
son, is not inherently right or wrong.
Other nihilists may argue not that there is no morality at
all, but that if it does exist, it is a human construction and
thus artificial, wherein any and all meaning is relative for
different possible outcomes. As an example, if someone
kills someone else, such a nihilist might argue that killing
is not inherently a bad thing, or bad independently from
our moral beliefs, because of the way morality is con-
structed as some rudimentary dichotomy. What is said to
be a bad thing is given a higher negative weighting than
what is called good: as a result, killing the individual was
bad because it did not let the individual live, which was
arbitrarily given a positive weighting. In this way a moral

nihilist believes that all moral claims are void of any truth
value. An alternative scholarly perspective is that moral
nihilism is a morality in itself. Cooper writes, “In the
widest sense of the word 'morality', moral nihilism is a
morality.”*[11]

9.1.6 Political

Political nihilism, a branch of nihilism, follows the
characteristic nihilist's rejection of non-rationalized or
non-proven assertions; in this case the necessity of the
most fundamental social and political structures, such as
government, family, and law. An influential analysis of
political nihilism is presented by Leo Strauss.*[12]

Russian movement

Main article: Nihilist movement

The Russian Nihilist movement was a Russian trend in
the 1860s that rejected all authority.*[13] Their name de-
rives from the Latin nihil, meaning“nothing”. After the
assassination of Tsar Alexander II in 1881, the Nihilists
gained a reputation throughout Europe as proponents of
the use of violence for political change. The Nihilists ex-
pressed anger at what they described as the abusive nature
of the Eastern Orthodox Church and of the tsarist monar-
chy, and at the domination of the Russian economy by the
aristocracy. Although the term Nihilism was coined by
the German theologian Friedrich Heinrich Jacobi (1743–
1818), its widespread usage began with the 1862 novel
Fathers and Sons by the Russian author Ivan Turgenev.
The main character of the novel, Eugene Bazarov, who
describes himself as a Nihilist, wants to educate the peo-
ple. The “go to the people – be the people”cam-
paign reached its height in the 1870s, during which un-
derground groups such as the Circle of Tchaikovsky, the
People's Will, and Land and Liberty formed. It became
known as the Narodnik movement, whose members be-
lieved that the newly freed serfs were merely being sold
into wage slavery in the onset of the Industrial Revolution,
and that the middle and upper classes had effectively re-
placed landowners. The Russian state attempted to sup-
press the nihilist movement. In actions described by the
Nihilists as propaganda of the deed many government of-
ficials were assassinated. In 1881 Alexander II was killed
on the very day he had approved a proposal to call a rep-
resentative assembly to consider new reforms.

9.2 History

9.2.1 19th century

The term nihilismwas first used by Friedrich Heinrich Ja-
cobi (1743–1819). Jacobi used the term to characterize
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The novelist Ivan S. Turgenev made the term nihilism popular.

rationalism*[14] and in particular Immanuel Kant's“crit-
ical”philosophy to carry out a reductio ad absurdum ac-
cording to which all rationalism (philosophy as criticism)
reduces to nihilism̶and thus it should be avoided and re-
placed with a return to some type of faith and revelation.
Bret W. Davis writes, for example,“The first philosoph-
ical development of the idea of nihilism is generally as-
cribed to Friedrich Jacobi, who in a famous letter criti-
cized Fichte's idealism as falling into nihilism. According
to Jacobi, Fichteʼs absolutization of the ego (the 'abso-
lute I' that posits the 'not-I') is an inflation of subjectiv-
ity that denies the absolute transcendence of God.”*[15]
A related but oppositional concept is fideism, which sees
reason as hostile and inferior to faith.
With the popularizing of the word nihilism by Ivan Tur-
genev, a new Russian political movement called the
Nihilist movement adopted the term. They supposedly
called themselves nihilists because nothing“that then ex-
isted found favor in their eyes”.*[16]

9.2.2 Kierkegaard

Main article: Philosophy of Søren Kierkegaard
Søren Kierkegaard (1813–1855) posited an early form
of nihilism, which he referred to as leveling.*[17] He saw
levelling as the process of suppressing individuality to
a point where the individual's uniqueness becomes non-
existent and nothing meaningful in his existence can be
affirmed:

Levelling at its maximum is like the

unfinished sketch c. 1840 of Søren Kierkegaard by his cousin
Niels Christian Kierkegaard

stillness of death, where one can hear one's
own heartbeat, a stillness like death, into which
nothing can penetrate, in which everything
sinks, powerless. One person can head a
rebellion, but one person cannot head this
levelling process, for that would make him a
leader and he would avoid being levelled. Each
individual can in his little circle participate in
this levelling, but it is an abstract process, and
levelling is abstraction conquering individual-
ity.
̶Søren Kierkegaard, The Present Age,
translated by Alexander Dru with Foreword by
Walter Kaufmann, 1962, pp. 51–53

Kierkegaard, an advocate of a philosophy of life, gener-
ally argued against levelling and its nihilist consequence,
although he believed it would be“genuinely educative to
live in the age of levelling [because] people will be forced
to face the judgement of [levelling] alone.”*[18] George
Cotkin asserts Kierkegaard was against “the standard-
ization and levelling of belief, both spiritual and political,
in the nineteenth century [and he] opposed tendencies in
mass culture to reduce the individual to a cipher of con-
formity and deference to the dominant opinion.”*[19]
In his day, tabloids (like the Danish magazine Corsaren)
and apostate Christianity were instruments of levelling
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and contributed to the“reflective apathetic age”of 19th
century Europe.*[20] Kierkegaard argues that individu-
als who can overcome the levelling process are stronger
for it and that it represents a step in the right direction
towards“becoming a true self.”*[18]*[21] As we must
overcome levelling,*[22] Hubert Dreyfus and Jane Rubin
argue that Kierkegaard's interest,“in an increasingly ni-
hilistic age, is in how we can recover the sense that our
lives are meaningful”.*[23]
Note however that Kierkegaard's meaning of“nihilism”
differs from the modern definition in the sense that, for
Kierkegaard, levelling led to a life lacking meaning, pur-
pose or value,*[20] whereas the modern interpretation of
nihilism posits that there was never any meaning, purpose
or value to begin with.

9.2.3 Nietzsche

Main article: Philosophy of Friedrich Nietzsche
Nihilism is often associated with the German philoso-

Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche

pher Friedrich Nietzsche, who provided a detailed diag-
nosis of nihilism as a widespread phenomenon ofWestern
culture. Though the notion appears frequently throughout
Nietzsche's work, he uses the term in a variety of ways,
with different meanings and connotations. Karen Carr
describes Nietzsche's characterization of nihilism“as a
condition of tension, as a disproportion between what we
want to value (or need) and how the world appears to op-
erate.”*[24] When we find out that the world does not
possess the objective value or meaning that we want it

to have or have long since believed it to have, we find
ourselves in a crisis.*[25] Nietzsche asserts that with the
decline of Christianity and the rise of physiological deca-
dence, nihilism is in fact characteristic of the modern
age,*[26] though he implies that the rise of nihilism is
still incomplete and that it has yet to be overcome.*[27]
Though the problem of nihilism becomes especially ex-
plicit in Nietzsche's notebooks (published posthumously),
it is mentioned repeatedly in his published works and is
closely connected to many of the problems mentioned
there.
Nietzsche characterized nihilism as emptying the world
and especially human existence of meaning, purpose,
comprehensible truth, or essential value. This observa-
tion stems in part from Nietzsche's perspectivism, or his
notion that“knowledge”is always by someone of some
thing: it is always bound by perspective, and it is never
mere fact.*[28] Rather, there are interpretations through
which we understand the world and give it meaning. In-
terpreting is something we can not go without; in fact, it
is something we need. One way of interpreting the world
is through morality, as one of the fundamental ways that
people make sense of the world, especially in regard to
their own thoughts and actions. Nietzsche distinguishes a
morality that is strong or healthy, meaning that the per-
son in question is aware that he constructs it himself, from
weak morality, where the interpretation is projected on to
something external. Regardless of its strength, morality
presents us with meaning, whether this is created or 'im-
planted,' which helps us get through life.*[29]
Nietzsche discusses Christianity, one of the major top-
ics in his work, at length in the context of the problem
of nihilism in his notebooks, in a chapter entitled“Eu-
ropean Nihilism”.*[30] Here he states that the Christian
moral doctrine provides people with intrinsic value, belief
in God (which justifies the evil in the world) and a basis
for objective knowledge. In this sense, in constructing a
world where objective knowledge is possible, Christianity
is an antidote against a primal form of nihilism, against
the despair of meaninglessness. However, it is exactly
the element of truthfulness in Christian doctrine that is
its undoing: in its drive towards truth, Christianity even-
tually finds itself to be a construct, which leads to its own
dissolution. It is therefore that Nietzsche states that we
have outgrown Christianity“not because we lived too far
from it, rather because we lived too close”.*[31] As such,
the self-dissolution of Christianity constitutes yet another
form of nihilism. Because Christianity was an interpre-
tation that posited itself as the interpretation, Nietzsche
states that this dissolution leads beyond skepticism to a
distrust of all meaning.*[32]*[33]
Stanley Rosen identifies Nietzsche's concept of nihilism
with a situation of meaninglessness, in which “every-
thing is permitted.”According to him, the loss of higher
metaphysical values that exist in contrast to the base real-
ity of the world, or merely human ideas, gives rise to the
idea that all human ideas are therefore valueless. Reject-
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ing idealism thus results in nihilism, because only simi-
larly transcendent ideals live up to the previous standards
that the nihilist still implicitly holds.*[34] The inability
for Christianity to serve as a source of valuating the world
is reflected in Nietzsche's famous aphorism of the mad-
man in The Gay Science.*[35] The death of God, in par-
ticular the statement that “we killed him”, is similar
to the self-dissolution of Christian doctrine: due to the
advances of the sciences, which for Nietzsche show that
man is the product of evolution, that Earth has no special
place among the stars and that history is not progressive,
the Christian notion of God can no longer serve as a basis
for a morality.
One such reaction to the loss of meaning is what Niet-
zsche calls passive nihilism, which he recognises in the
pessimistic philosophy of Schopenhauer. Schopenhauer's
doctrine, which Nietzsche also refers to as Western Bud-
dhism, advocates a separating of oneself from will and
desires in order to reduce suffering. Nietzsche charac-
terises this ascetic attitude as a “will to nothingness",
whereby life turns away from itself, as there is nothing of
value to be found in the world. This mowing away of all
value in the world is characteristic of the nihilist, although
in this, the nihilist appears inconsistent:*[36]

A nihilist is a man who judges of the
world as it is that it ought not to be, and of the
world as it ought to be that it does not exist.
According to this view, our existence (action,
suffering, willing, feeling) has no meaning:
the pathos of 'in vain' is the nihilists' pathos̶
at the same time, as pathos, an inconsistency
on the part of the nihilists.
̶Friedrich Nietzsche, KSA 12:9 [60], taken
from TheWill to Power, section 585, translated
by Walter Kaufmann

Nietzsche's relation to the problem of nihilism is a com-
plex one. He approaches the problem of nihilism as
deeply personal, stating that this predicament of the mod-
ern world is a problem that has“become conscious”in
him.*[37] Furthermore, he emphasises both the danger of
nihilism and the possibilities it offers, as seen in his state-
ment that“I praise, I do not reproach, [nihilism's] arrival.
I believe it is one of the greatest crises, a moment of the
deepest self-reflection of humanity. Whether man recov-
ers from it, whether he becomes master of this crisis, is
a question of his strength!"*[38] According to Nietzsche,
it is only when nihilism is overcome that a culture can
have a true foundation upon which to thrive. He wished
to hasten its coming only so that he could also hasten its
ultimate departure.*[26]
He states that there is at least the possibility of an-
other type of nihilist in the wake of Christianity's self-
dissolution, one that does not stop after the destruction
of all value and meaning and succumb to the following

nothingness. This alternate, 'active' nihilism on the other
hand destroys to level the field for constructing something
new. This form of nihilism is characterized by Nietzsche
as “a sign of strength,”*[39] a wilful destruction of
the old values to wipe the slate clean and lay down one's
own beliefs and interpretations, contrary to the passive
nihilism that resigns itself with the decomposition of the
old values. This wilful destruction of values and the over-
coming of the condition of nihilism by the constructing
of new meaning, this active nihilism, could be related to
what Nietzsche elsewhere calls a 'free spirit'*[40] or the
Übermensch from Thus Spoke Zarathustra and The An-
tichrist, the model of the strong individual who posits his
own values and lives his life as if it were his own work
of art. It may be questioned, though, whether “active
nihilism”is indeed the correct term for this stance, and
some question whether Nietzsche takes the problems ni-
hilism poses seriously enough.*[41]

9.2.4 Heidegger's interpretation of Niet-
zsche

Martin Heidegger's interpretation of Nietzsche influ-
enced many postmodern thinkers who investigated the
problem of nihilism as put forward by Nietzsche. Only
recently has Heidegger's influence on Nietzschean ni-
hilism research faded.*[42] As early as the 1930s, Hei-
degger was giving lectures on Nietzsche s̓ thought.*[43]
Given the importance of Nietzsche s̓ contribution to the
topic of nihilism, Heidegger's influential interpretation of
Nietzsche is important for the historical development of
the term nihilism.
Heidegger's method of researching and teaching Niet-
zsche is explicitly his own. He does not specifically try
to present Nietzsche as Nietzsche. He rather tries to in-
corporate Nietzsche's thoughts into his own philosophical
system of Being, Time and Dasein.*[44] In his Nihilism
as Determined by the History of Being (1944–46),*[45]
Heidegger tries to understand Nietzscheʼs nihilism as
trying to achieve a victory through the devaluation of the,
until then, highest values. The principle of this devalua-
tion is, according to Heidegger, the Will to Power. The
Will to Power is also the principle of every earlier val-
uation of values.*[46] How does this devaluation occur
and why is this nihilistic? One of Heidegger's main cri-
tiques on philosophy is that philosophy, and more specif-
ically metaphysics, has forgotten to discriminate between
investigating the notion of a Being (Seiende) and Being
(Sein). According to Heidegger, the history of Western
thought can be seen as the history of metaphysics. And
because metaphysics has forgotten to ask about the no-
tion of Being (what Heidegger calls Seinsvergessenheit),
it is a history about the destruction of Being. That is why
Heidegger calls metaphysics nihilistic.*[47] This makes
Nietzsche s̓ metaphysics not a victory over nihilism, but
a perfection of it.*[48]
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Heidegger, in his interpretation of Nietzsche, has been
inspired by Ernst Jünger. Many references to Jünger can
be found in Heidegger's lectures on Nietzsche. For ex-
ample, in a letter to the rector of Freiburg University of
November 4, 1945, Heidegger, inspired by Jünger, tries
to explain the notion of“God is dead”as the“reality
of the Will to Power.”Heidegger also praises Jünger for
defending Nietzsche against a too biological or anthropo-
logical reading during the Third Reich.*[49]
Heidegger's interpretation of Nietzsche influenced a
number of important postmodernist thinkers. Gianni
Vattimo points at a back-and-forth movement in Euro-
pean thought, between Nietzsche and Heidegger. Dur-
ing the 1960s, a Nietzschean 'renaissance' began, culmi-
nating in the work of Mazzino Montinari and Giorgio
Colli. They began work on a new and complete edi-
tion of Nietzsche's collected works, making Nietzsche
more accessible for scholarly research. Vattimo explains
that with this new edition of Colli and Montinari, a
critical reception of Heidegger's interpretation of Niet-
zsche began to take shape. Like other contemporary
French and Italian philosophers, Vattimo does not want,
or only partially wants, to rely on Heidegger for under-
standing Nietzsche. On the other hand, Vattimo judges
Heidegger's intentions authentic enough to keep pursuing
them.*[50] Philosophers who Vattimo exemplifies as a
part of this back and forth movement are French philoso-
phers Deleuze, Foucault and Derrida. Italian philoso-
phers of this same movement are Cacciari, Severino and
himself.*[51] Jürgen Habermas, Jean-François Lyotard
and Richard Rorty are also philosophers who are influ-
enced by Heidegger's interpretation of Nietzsche.*[52]

9.2.5 Postmodernism

Postmodern and poststructuralist thought question the
very grounds on which Western cultures have based their
'truths': absolute knowledge and meaning, a 'decen-
tralization' of authorship, the accumulation of positive
knowledge, historical progress, and certain ideals and
practices of humanism and the Enlightenment.
Jacques Derrida, whose deconstruction is perhaps most
commonly labeled nihilistic, did not himself make the ni-
hilistic move that others have claimed. Derridean decon-
structionists argue that this approach rather frees texts,
individuals or organizations from a restrictive truth, and
that deconstruction opens up the possibility of other ways
of being.*[53] Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, for exam-
ple, uses deconstruction to create an ethics of opening up
Western scholarship to the voice of the subaltern and to
philosophies outside of the canon of western texts.*[54]
Derrida himself built a philosophy based upon a 'respon-
sibility to the other'.*[55] Deconstruction can thus be
seen not as a denial of truth, but as a denial of our ability
to know truth (it makes an epistemological claim com-
pared to nihilism's ontological claim).

Lyotard argues that, rather than relying on an objective
truth or method to prove their claims, philosophers legit-
imize their truths by reference to a story about the world
that can't be separated from the age and system the stories
belong to̶referred to by Lyotard as meta-narratives. He
then goes on to define the postmodern condition as char-
acterized by a rejection both of these meta-narratives and
of the process of legitimation bymeta-narratives.“In lieu
of meta-narratives we have created new language-games
in order to legitimize our claims which rely on changing
relationships and mutable truths, none of which is priv-
ileged over the other to speak to ultimate truth.”This
concept of the instability of truth and meaning leads in
the direction of nihilism, though Lyotard stops short of
embracing the latter.
Postmodern theorist Jean Baudrillard wrote briefly of ni-
hilism from the postmodern viewpoint in Simulacra and
Simulation. He stuck mainly to topics of interpretations
of the real world over the simulations of which the real
world is composed. The uses of meaning was an impor-
tant subject in Baudrillard's discussion of nihilism:

The apocalypse is finished, today it is the
precession of the neutral, of forms of the
neutral and of indifference…all that remains,
is the fascination for desertlike and indifferent
forms, for the very operation of the system
that annihilates us. Now, fascination (in
contrast to seduction, which was attached to
appearances, and to dialectical reason, which
was attached to meaning) is a nihilistic passion
par excellence, it is the passion proper to the
mode of disappearance. We are fascinated
by all forms of disappearance, of our disap-
pearance. Melancholic and fascinated, such is
our general situation in an era of involuntary
transparency.
̶Jean Baudrillard, Simulacra and Simulation,

“On Nihilism”, trans. 1995

9.2.6 Transcendental nihilism / method-
ological naturalism

In Nihil Unbound: Extinction and Enlightenment, Ray
Brassier maintains that philosophy has avoided the trau-
matic idea of extinction, instead attempting to find mean-
ing in a world conditioned by the very idea of its own an-
nihilation. Thus Brassier critiques both the phenomeno-
logical and hermeneutic strands of Continental philoso-
phy as well as the vitality of thinkers like Gilles Deleuze,
who work to ingrain meaning in the world and stave off
the “threat”of nihilism. Instead, drawing on thinkers
such as Alain Badiou, François Laruelle, Paul Church-
land, and Thomas Metzinger, Brassier defends a view
of the world as inherently devoid of meaning. That is,
rather than avoiding nihilism, Brassier embraces it as the
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truth of reality. Brassier concludes from his readings of
Badiou and Laruelle that the universe is founded on the
nothing,*[56] but also that philosophy is the “organon
of extinction,”that it is only because life is conditioned
by its own extinction that there is thought at all.*[57]
Brassier then defends a radically anti-correlationist phi-
losophy proposing that Thought is conjoined not with Be-
ing, but with Non-Being.

9.2.7 Nihilism and Buddhism

In Buddhism, the concept of the emptiness of conceptual
structures bears some resemblance to nihilism. This was
notably highlighted by Friedrich Nietzsche, though Bud-
dhist scholars recently reported that this is could be due
to inadequate translation at the time.

Being surrounded by those who are self-
constrained, I do not posit anything that is
seen, heard, sensed, or clung to and considered
truth by others, as categorically true or false,
since people have already seen this dart of“I
know! I see! This is just so!”. I cling to
nothing.
̶The Buddha, Anguttara Nikaya XXIV

The Buddha argued that all structures, whether physical
or conceptual are impermanent and empty of any con-
sistent substance or essential nature. The doctrine of
Dependent Origination emphasizes that forms originate
due to dynamic conditions which as well are essentially
empty in and of themselves. Another central Buddhist
doctrine known as anatta is the concept that phenomenal
existence is empty of a self or anything pertaining to a
self.*[58] According to Nāgārjuna, the 2nd century Bud-
dhist philosopher, sentient beings are temporarily com-
posed of the five elements and they have no being of their
own, in the ultimate sense, a self doesn't exist.*[59]

Genuine reality is empty of conceptual
fabrications.
̶Nāgārjuna, Mūlamadhyamakakārikā

In the Buddhist understanding, if existence exists, then
it has to be infinite in quantity, since there can be no
absolute quality that is in an of itself, to limit it.*[60]
According to early Buddhist commentaries, such as that
of Sarvastivada,*[61] nature works in a dialectical man-
ner where all forms negate each other until the ongoing
stream in a given system eventually dissolves into what is
called as the possessionless state - a state that is devoid of
any attribute.*[62] In the context of human condition as
a whole, it is the action that binds one to delusive concep-
tions which result in suffering and states of depression,
since it is seen that in actuality, the material world lacks

the values we have given to it. Therefore, the possession-
less state, namely, nirvana is the summum bonum of the
Buddhist thought, which usually is regarded as a form of
passive nihilism in the west.*[63]

9.3 In culture

9.3.1 Dada

The term Dada was first used by Richard Huelsenbeck
and Tristan Tzara in 1916.*[64] The movement, which
lasted from approximately 1916 to 1922, arose during
World War I, an event that influenced the artists.*[65]
The Dada Movement began in the old town of Zürich,
Switzerland – known as the“Niederdorf”or“Niederdör-
fli”– in the Café Voltaire.*[66] The Dadaists claimed
that Dada was not an art movement, but an anti-art move-
ment, sometimes using found objects in a manner similar
to found poetry. The“anti-art”drive is thought to have
stemmed from a post-war emptiness. This tendency to-
ward devaluation of art has led many to claim that Dada
was an essentially nihilistic movement. Given that Dada
created its own means for interpreting its products, it is
difficult to classify alongside most other contemporary art
expressions. Hence, due to its ambiguity, it is sometimes
classified as a nihilistic modus vivendi.*[65]

9.3.2 Literature

The term “nihilism”was actually popularized by Ivan
Turgenev in his novel Fathers and Sons, whose hero,
Bazarov, was a nihilist and recruited several followers to
the philosophy. He found his nihilistic ways challenged
upon falling in love.*[67]
Anton Chekhov portrayed nihilism when writing Three
Sisters. The phrase“what does it matter”or such vari-
ants is often spoken by several characters in response to
events; the significance of some of these events suggests
a subscription to nihilism by said characters as a type of
coping strategy.
Ayn Rand vehemently denounced nihilism as an abdica-
tion of rationality and the pursuit of happiness which she
regarded as life's moral purpose. As such, most villains
are depicted as moral nihilists including Ellsworth Mon-
ckton Toohey in The Fountainhead who is a self-aware
nihilist and the corrupt government inAtlas Shruggedwho
are unconsciously driven by nihilism which has taken root
in the books depiction of American society with the fic-
tional slang phrase“Who is John Galt?" being used as a
defeatist way of saying“Who knows?" or“What does it
matter?" by characters in the book who have essentially
given up on life.
The philosophical ideas of the French author, theMarquis
de Sade, are often noted as early examples of nihilistic
principles.
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In “Black Popular Culture”, discusses about nihilism
as not being new to black America (Dent, 1992, p. 40).
Finding value in one's life is essential to overcome the
feeling of hopelessness (Dent, 1992, p. 40).

9.3.3 Film

Three of the antagonists in the 1998 movie The Big
Lebowski are explicitly described as“nihilists,”but are
not shown exhibiting any explicitly nihilistic traits dur-
ing the film. Regarding the nihilists, the character Wal-
ter Sobchak comments “Nihilists! Fuck me. I mean,
say what you want about the tenets of National Social-
ism, Dude, at least it's an ethos.”The 1999 film The
Matrix portrays the character Thomas A. Anderson with
a hollowed out copy of Baudrillard's treatise, Simulacra
and Simulation, in which he stores contraband data files
under the chapter“On Nihilism.”The main antagonist
Agent Smith is also depicted frequently as a nihilist, with
him ranting about how all of peace, justice and love were
meaningless in The Matrix Revolutions.*[68] The 1999
film Fight Club also features concepts relating to Nihilism
by exploring the contrasts between the artificial values
imposed by consumerism in relation to the more mean-
ingful pursuit of spiritual happiness.
In keeping with his comic book depiction, The Joker is
portrayed as a nihilist in The Dark Knight, describing
himself as“an Agent of Chaos”and at one point burning
a gigantic pile of money stating that crime is“not about
money, it's about sending a message: everything burns.”
Alfred Pennyworth states, regarding the Joker, “Some
men aren't looking for anything logical, like money̶they
can't be bought, bullied, reasoned or negotiated with̶
some men just want to watch the world burn.”*[69]

9.4 See also
• Absurdism

• Acosmism

• Agnosticism

• Apatheism

• Apathy

• Amoralism

• Anarchism

• Anatta

• Atheism

• Anti-art and Anti-anti-art

• Cosmicism

• Cynicism (philosophy)

• Egoism

• Dao De Jing

• Dysteleology

• Eliminative materialism

• Existentialism

• Hedonism

• Misanthropy

• Misotheism

• Nihilist movement

• Nirvana

• Paradox of nihilism

• Pessimism

• Postmodernism

• Post-structuralism

• Radical skepticism

• Solipsism

• Therapeutic nihilism

• Trivialism

9.5 Notes
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the term is widely used to denote the doctrine that moral
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mood of despair over the emptiness or triviality of human
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the fact that the term was often employed in the nine-
teenth century by the religiously oriented as a club against
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Chapter 10

Existentialism

“Existential”redirects here. For the logical sense of the
term, see Existential quantification. For other uses, see
Existence (disambiguation).
Not to be confused with Essentialism.
Existentialism (/ɛɡzɪˈstɛnʃəlɪzəm/)*[1] is a term ap-

Clockwise from top left: Kierkegaard, Dostoyevsky, Sartre,
Nietzsche

plied to the work of certain late-19th- and 20th-century
European philosophers who, despite profound doctrinal
differences,*[2]*[3]*[4] shared the belief that philosoph-
ical thinking begins with the human subject̶not merely
the thinking subject, but the acting, feeling, living human
individual.*[5] While the predominant value of existen-
tialist thought is commonly acknowledged to be freedom,
its primary virtue is authenticity.*[6] In the view of the
existentialist, the individual's starting point is character-
ized by what has been called “the existential attitude”
, or a sense of disorientation, confusion, or dread in the
face of an apparently meaningless or absurd world.*[7]
Many existentialists have also regarded traditional sys-

tematic or academic philosophies, in both style and con-
tent, as too abstract and remote from concrete human ex-
perience.*[8]*[9]
Søren Kierkegaard is generally considered to have been
the first existentialist philosopher,*[2]*[10]*[11] though
he did not use the term existentialism.*[12] He proposed
that each individual̶not society or religion̶is solely re-
sponsible for giving meaning to life and living it passion-
ately and sincerely, or“authentically”.*[13]*[14] Exis-
tentialism became popular in the years following World
War II, and strongly influenced many disciplines besides
philosophy, including theology, drama, art, literature,
and psychology.*[15]

10.1 Definitional issues and back-
ground

The term is often seen as a historical convenience as it
was first applied to many philosophers in hindsight, long
after they had died. In fact, while existentialism is gen-
erally considered to have originated with Kierkegaard,
the first prominent existentialist philosopher to adopt the
term as a self-description was Jean-Paul Sartre. Sartre
posits the idea that“what all existentialists have in com-
mon is the fundamental doctrine that existence precedes
essence", as scholar Frederick Copleston explains.*[16]
According to philosopher Steven Crowell, defining exis-
tentialism has been relatively difficult, and he argues that
it is better understood as a general approach used to re-
ject certain systematic philosophies rather than as a sys-
tematic philosophy itself.*[2] Sartre himself, in a lecture
delivered in 1945, described existentialism as “the at-
tempt to draw all the consequences from a position of
consistent atheism”.*[17]
Althoughmany outside Scandinavia consider the term ex-
istentialism to have originated from Kierkegaard himself,
it is more likely that Kierkegaard adopted this term (or at
least the term“existential”as a description of his philos-
ophy) from the Norwegian poet and literary critic Johan
Sebastian Cammermeyer Welhaven.*[18] This assertion
comes from two sources. The Norwegian philosopher
Erik Lundestad refers to the Danish philosopher Fredrik
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Christian Sibbern. Sibbern is supposed to have had two
conversations in 1841, the first with Welhaven and the
second with Kierkegaard. It is in the first conversation
that it is believed that Welhaven came up with“a word
that he said covered a certain thinking, which had a close
and positive attitude to life, a relationship he described as
existential”.*[19] This was then brought to Kierkegaard
by Sibbern.
The second claim comes from the Norwegian historian
Rune Slagstad, who claims to prove that Kierkegaard
himself said the term“existential”was borrowed from the
poet. He strongly believes that it was Kierkegaard himself
who said that "Hegelians do not study philosophy 'existen-
tially'; to use a phrase by Welhaven from one time when
I spoke with him about philosophy”.*[20] On the other
hand, the Norwegian historian Anne-Lise Seip is critical
of Slagstad, and believes the statement in fact stems from
the Norwegian literary historian Cathrinus Bang.*[21]

10.2 Concepts

10.2.1 Existence precedes essence

Main article: Existence precedes essence

Sartre claimed that a central proposition of Existential-
ism is that existence precedes essence, which means that
the most important consideration for individuals is that
they are individuals̶independently acting and responsi-
ble, conscious beings (“existence”)̶rather than what la-
bels, roles, stereotypes, definitions, or other preconceived
categories the individuals fit (“essence”). The actual life
of the individuals is what constitutes what could be called
their“true essence”instead of there being an arbitrarily
attributed essence others use to define them. Thus, hu-
man beings, through their own consciousness, create their
own values and determine a meaning to their life.*[22]
Although it was Sartre who explicitly coined the phrase,
similar notions can be found in the thought of existential-
ist philosophers such as Heidegger, and Kierkegaard:

“The subjective thinker s̓ form, the form of
his communication, is his style. His form must
be just as manifold as are the opposites that he
holds together. The systematic eins, zwei, drei
is an abstract form that also must inevitably run
into trouble whenever it is to be applied to the
concrete. To the same degree as the subjec-
tive thinker is concrete, to the same degree his
form must also be concretely dialectical. But
just as he himself is not a poet, not an ethicist,
not a dialectician, so also his form is none of
these directly. His form must first and last be
related to existence, and in this regard he must
have at his disposal the poetic, the ethical, the

dialectical, the religious. Subordinate charac-
ter, setting, etc., which belong to the well bal-
anced character of the esthetic production, are
in themselves breadth; the subjective thinker
has only one setting̶existence̶and has noth-
ing to do with localities and such things. The
setting is not the fairyland of the imagination,
where poetry produces consummation, nor is
the setting laid in England, and historical accu-
racy is not a concern. The setting is inwardness
in existing as a human being; the concretion is
the relation of the existence-categories to one
another. Historical accuracy and historical ac-
tuality are breadth.”Søren Kierkegaard (Con-
cluding Postscript, Hong pp. 357–58)

Some interpret the imperative to define oneself as mean-
ing that anyone can wish to be anything. However, an
existentialist philosopher would say such a wish consti-
tutes an inauthentic existence - what Sartre would call
'bad faith'. Instead, the phrase should be taken to say that
people are (1) defined only insofar as they act and (2) that
they are responsible for their actions. For example, some-
one who acts cruelly towards other people is, by that act,
defined as a cruel person. Furthermore, by this action of
cruelty, such persons are themselves responsible for their
new identity (cruel persons). This is as opposed to their
genes, or human nature, bearing the blame.
As Sartre writes in his work Existentialism is a Humanism:
"... man first of all exists, encounters himself, surges up in
the world̶and defines himself afterwards”. Of course,
the more positive, therapeutic aspect of this is also im-
plied: A person can choose to act in a different way, and
to be a good person instead of a cruel person. Here it is
also clear that since humans can choose to be either cruel
or good, they are, in fact, neither of these things essen-
tially.*[23]
Sartre's definition of existentialism was based on Heideg-
ger's magnum opus“Being and Time”. In a set of letters,
Heidegger implies that Sartre misunderstood him for his
own purposes of subjectivism, and that he did not mean
that actions take precedence over being so long as those
actions were not reflected upon. This way of living, Hei-
degger called“average everydayness”.

10.2.2 The Absurd

Main article: Absurdism

The notion of the Absurd contains the idea that there is
no meaning in the world beyond what meaning we give
it. This meaninglessness also encompasses the amorality
or “unfairness”of the world. This contrasts with the
notion that“bad things don't happen to good people"; to
the world, metaphorically speaking, there is no such thing
as a good person or a bad person; what happens happens,
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and it may just as well happen to a“good”person as to
a“bad”person.*[24]
Because of the world's absurdity, at any point in time,
anything can happen to anyone, and a tragic event could
plummet someone into direct confrontation with the Ab-
surd. The notion of the Absurd has been prominent in
literature throughout history. Many of the literary works
of Søren Kierkegaard, Samuel Beckett, Franz Kafka,
Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Eugène Ionesco, Miguel de Una-
muno, Luigi Pirandello,*[25]*[26]*[27]*[28] Jean-Paul
Sartre, Joseph Heller and Albert Camus contain descrip-
tions of people who encounter the absurdity of the world.
It is in relation to the concept of the devastating aware-
ness of meaninglessness that Albert Camus claimed that

“there is only one truly serious philosophical problem,
and that is suicide”in his The Myth of Sisyphus. Al-
though“prescriptions”against the possibly deleterious
consequences of these kinds of encounters vary, from
Kierkegaard's religious“stage”to Camus' insistence on
persevering in spite of absurdity, the concern with help-
ing people avoid living their lives in ways that put them
in the perpetual danger of having everything meaning-
ful break down is common to most existentialist philoso-
phers. The possibility of having everything meaningful
break down poses a threat of quietism, which is inherently
against the existentialist philosophy.*[29] It has been said
that the possibility of suicide makes all humans existen-
tialists.*[30]

10.2.3 Facticity

Main article: Facticity

Facticity is a concept defined by Sartre in Being and Noth-
ingness as the in-itself, which delineates for humans the
modalities of being and not being. This can be more eas-
ily understood when considering facticity in relation to
the temporal dimension of our past: one's past is what
one is, in the sense that it co-constitutes oneself. How-
ever, to say that one is only one's past would be to ignore
a significant part of reality (the present and the future),
while saying that one's past is only what one was, would
entirely detach it from oneself now. A denial of one's own
concrete past constitutes an inauthentic lifestyle, and the
same goes for all other kinds of facticity (having a human
body̶e.g. one that doesn't allow a person to run faster
than the speed of sound̶identity, values, etc.).*[31]
Facticity is both a limitation and a condition of freedom.
It is a limitation in that a large part of one's facticity
consists of things one couldn't have chosen (birthplace,
etc.), but a condition of freedom in the sense that one's
values most likely depend on it. However, even though
one's facticity is “set in stone”(as being past, for in-
stance), it cannot determine a person: The value ascribed
to one's facticity is still ascribed to it freely by that per-
son. As an example, consider two men, one of whom has

no memory of his past and the other who remembers ev-
erything. They both have committed many crimes, but
the first man, knowing nothing about this, leads a rather
normal life while the second man, feeling trapped by his
own past, continues a life of crime, blaming his own past
for“trapping”him in this life. There is nothing essential
about his committing crimes, but he ascribes this mean-
ing to his past.
However, to disregard one's facticity when, in the contin-
ual process of self-making, one projects oneself into the
future, that would be to put oneself in denial of oneself,
and thus would be inauthentic. In other words, the origin
of one's projection must still be one's facticity, though in
the mode of not being it (essentially). Another aspect of
facticity is that it entails angst, both in the sense that free-
dom“produces”angst when limited by facticity, and in
the sense that the lack of the possibility of having facticity
to“step in”for one to take responsibility for something
one has done, also produces angst.
Another aspect of existential freedom is that one can
change one's values. Thus, one is responsible for one's
values, regardless of society's values. The focus on
freedom in existentialism is related to the limits of the
responsibility one bears, as a result of one's freedom: the
relationship between freedom and responsibility is one of
interdependency, and a clarification of freedom also clar-
ifies that for which one is responsible.*[32]*[33]

10.2.4 Authenticity

Main article: Authenticity

Many noted existentialist writers consider the theme of
authentic existence important. Authentic existence in-
volves the idea that one has to “create oneself”and
then live in accordance with this self. What is meant by
authenticity is that in acting, one should act as oneself, not
as“one's acts”or as“one's genes”or any other essence re-
quires. The authentic act is one that is in accordance with
one's freedom. Of course, as a condition of freedom is
facticity, this includes one's facticity, but not to the degree
that this facticity can in any way determine one's choices
(in the sense that one could then blame one's background
for making the choice one made). The role of facticity in
relation to authenticity involves letting one's actual val-
ues come into play when one makes a choice (instead of,
like Kierkegaard's Aesthete,“choosing”randomly), so
that one also takes responsibility for the act instead of
choosing either-or without allowing the options to have
different values.*[34]
In contrast to this, the inauthentic is the denial to live
in accordance with one's freedom. This can take many
forms, from pretending choices are meaningless or ran-
dom, through convincing oneself that some form of
determinism is true, to a sort of“mimicry”where one
acts as“one should.”How“one should”act is often de-
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termined by an image one has of how one such as oneself
(say, a bank manager, lion tamer, prostitute, etc.) acts.
This image usually corresponds to some sort of social
norm, but this does not mean that all acting in accordance
with social norms is inauthentic: The main point is the at-
titude one takes to one's own freedom and responsibility,
and the extent to which one acts in accordance with this
freedom.

10.2.5 The Other and the Look

Main article: Other

The Other (when written with a capital“O”) is a concept
more properly belonging to phenomenology and its ac-
count of intersubjectivity. However, the concept has seen
widespread use in existentialist writings, and the conclu-
sions drawn from it differ slightly from the phenomeno-
logical accounts. The experience of the Other is the ex-
perience of another free subject who inhabits the same
world as a person does. In its most basic form, it is this
experience of the Other that constitutes intersubjectivity
and objectivity. To clarify, when one experiences some-
one else, and this Other person experiences the world
(the same world that a person experiences)̶only from

“over there”̶ the world itself is constituted as objective
in that it is something that is “there”as identical for
both of the subjects; a person experiences the other per-
son as experiencing the same things. This experience of
the Other's look is what is termed the Look (sometimes
the Gaze).*[35]
While this experience, in its basic phenomenological
sense, constitutes the world as objective, and oneself as
objectively existing subjectivity (one experiences oneself
as seen in the Other's Look in precisely the same way that
one experiences the Other as seen by him, as subjectiv-
ity), in existentialism, it also acts as a kind of limitation
of freedom. This is because the Look tends to objectify
what it sees. As such, when one experiences oneself in
the Look, one doesn't experience oneself as nothing (no
thing), but as something. Sartre's own example of a man
peeping at someone through a keyhole can help clarify
this: at first, this man is entirely caught up in the situa-
tion he is in; he is in a pre-reflexive state where his entire
consciousness is directed at what goes on in the room.
Suddenly, he hears a creaking floorboard behind him, and
he becomes aware of himself as seen by the Other. He
is thus filled with shame for he perceives himself as he
would perceive someone else doing what he was doing,
as a Peeping Tom. The Look is then co-constitutive of
one's facticity.
Another characteristic feature of the Look is that no
Other really needs to have been there: It is quite possible
that the creaking floorboard was nothing but the move-
ment of an old house; the Look isn't some kind of mys-
tical telepathic experience of the actual way the other

sees one (there may also have been someone there, but
he could have not noticed that the person was there). It is
only one's perception of the way another might perceive
him.

10.2.6 Angst and dread

Main article: Angst
See also: Living educational theory

“Existential angst", sometimes called existential dread,
anxiety, or anguish, is a term that is common to many
existentialist thinkers. It is generally held to be a nega-
tive feeling arising from the experience of human free-
dom and responsibility. The archetypical example is the
experience one has when standing on a cliff where one
not only fears falling off it, but also dreads the possibility
of throwing oneself off. In this experience that“nothing
is holding me back”, one senses the lack of anything that
predetermines one to either throw oneself off or to stand
still, and one experiences one's own freedom.*[24]
It can also be seen in relation to the previous point how
angst is before nothing, and this is what sets it apart from
fear that has an object. While in the case of fear, one can
take definitive measures to remove the object of fear, in
the case of angst, no such“constructive”measures are
possible. The use of the word“nothing”in this context
relates both to the inherent insecurity about the conse-
quences of one's actions, and to the fact that, in experi-
encing freedom as angst, one also realizes that one is fully
responsible for these consequences. There is nothing in
people (genetically, for instance) that acts in their stead̶
that they can blame if something goes wrong. Therefore,
not every choice is perceived as having dreadful possible
consequences (and, it can be claimed, human lives would
be unbearable if every choice facilitated dread). How-
ever, this doesn't change the fact that freedom remains a
condition of every action.

10.2.7 Despair

Main article: Despair
See also: Existential crisis

Despair, in existentialism, is generally defined as a loss
of hope.*[36] More specifically, it is a loss of hope in
reaction to a breakdown in one or more of the defining
qualities of one's self or identity. If a person is invested
in being a particular thing, such as a bus driver or an up-
standing citizen, and then finds his being-thing compro-
mised, he would normally be found in state of despair̶a
hopeless state. For example, a singer who loses the abil-
ity to sing may despair if she has nothing else to fall back
on̶nothing to rely on for her identity. She finds herself
unable to be what defined her being.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Other
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phenomenology_(philosophy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intersubjectivity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Gaze
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Existentialism#cite_note-35
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peeping_Tom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angst
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Living_educational_theory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angst
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anguish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Existentialism#cite_note-plato.stanford.edu-24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy_of_S%C3%B8ren_Kierkegaard#Despair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Existential_crisis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Existentialism#cite_note-36


10.4. RELIGION 133

What sets the existentialist notion of despair apart from
the conventional definition is that existentialist despair is
a state one is in even when he isn't overtly in despair.
So long as a person's identity depends on qualities that
can crumble, he is in perpetual despair̶and as there is,
in Sartrean terms, no human essence found in conven-
tional reality on which to constitute the individual's sense
of identity, despair is a universal human condition. As
Kierkegaard defines it in Either/Or:“Let each one learn
what he can; both of us can learn that a personʼs un-
happiness never lies in his lack of control over external
conditions, since this would only make him completely
unhappy.”*[37] InWorks of Love, he said:

When the God-forsaken worldliness of
earthly life shuts itself in complacency, the
confined air develops poison, the moment gets
stuck and stands still, the prospect is lost, a
need is felt for a refreshing, enlivening breeze
to cleanse the air and dispel the poisonous va-
pors lest we suffocate in worldliness. ... Lov-
ingly to hope all things is the opposite of de-
spairingly to hope nothing at all. Love hopes
all things̶yet is never put to shame. To re-
late oneself expectantly to the possibility of the
good is to hope. To relate oneself expectantly
to the possibility of evil is to fear. By the deci-
sion to choose hope one decides infinitely more
than it seems, because it is an eternal decision.
pp. 246–50

10.3 Opposition to positivism and
rationalism

See also: Positivism and Rationalism

Existentialists oppose definitions of human beings as pri-
marily rational, and, therefore, oppose positivism and
rationalism. Existentialism asserts that people actually
make decisions based on subjective meaning rather than
pure rationality. The rejection of reason as the source
of meaning is a common theme of existentialist thought,
as is the focus on the feelings of anxiety and dread that
we feel in the face of our own radical freedom and our
awareness of death. Kierkegaard advocated rationality as
means to interact with the objective world (e.g. in the nat-
ural sciences), but when it comes to existential problems,
reason is insufficient: “Human reason has boundaries”
.*[38]
Like Kierkegaard, Sartre saw problems with rational-
ity, calling it a form of “bad faith”, an attempt by
the self to impose structure on a world of phenomena
̶"the Other”̶ that is fundamentally irrational and ran-
dom. According to Sartre, rationality and other forms
of bad faith hinder people from finding meaning in free-

dom. To try to suppress their feelings of anxiety and
dread, people confine themselves within everyday experi-
ence, Sartre asserts, thereby relinquishing their freedom
and acquiescing to being possessed in one form or another
by“the Look”of“the Other”(i.e., possessed by another
person̶or at least one's idea of that other person).

10.4 Religion

See also: Atheistic existentialism, Christian existential-
ism, and Jewish existentialism

An existentialist reading of the Bible would demand that
the reader recognize that he is an existing subject study-
ing the words more as a recollection of events. This is in
contrast to looking at a collection of “truths”that are
outside and unrelated to the reader, but may develop a
sense of reality/God. Such a reader is not obligated to
follow the commandments as if an external agent is forc-
ing them upon him, but as though they are inside him and
guiding him from inside. This is the task Kierkegaard
takes up when he asks:“Who has the more difficult task:
the teacher who lectures on earnest things a meteor's dis-
tance from everyday life - or the learner who should put
it to use?"*[39]

10.5 Nihilism

See also: Existential nihilism

Although nihilism and existentialism are distinct philoso-
phies, they are often confused with one another. A pri-
mary cause of confusion is that Friedrich Nietzsche is an
important philosopher in both fields, but also the existen-
tialist insistence on the inherent meaninglessness of the
world. Existentialist philosophers often stress the impor-
tance of Angst as signifying the absolute lack of any ob-
jective ground for action, a move that is often reduced
to a moral or an existential nihilism. A pervasive theme
in the works of existentialist philosophy, however, is to
persist through encounters with the absurd, as seen in
Camus' The Myth of Sisyphus (“One must imagine Sisy-
phus happy”),*[40] and it is only very rarely that existen-
tialist philosophers dismiss morality or one's self-created
meaning: Kierkegaard regained a sort of morality in the
religious (although he wouldn't himself agree that it was
ethical; the religious suspends the ethical), and Sartre's fi-
nal words in Being and Nothingness are“All these ques-
tions, which refer us to a pure and not an accessory (or
impure) reflection, can find their reply only on the ethical
plane. We shall devote to them a future work.”*[41]
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10.6 Etymology

The term “existentialism”was coined by the French
Catholic philosopher Gabriel Marcel in the mid-
1940s.*[42]*[43]*[44] At first, when Marcel applied the
term to him at a colloquium in 1945, Jean-Paul Sartre re-
jected it.*[45] Sartre subsequently changed his mind and,
on October 29, 1945, publicly adopted the existentialist
label in a lecture to the Club Maintenant in Paris. The
lecture was published as L'existentialisme est un human-
isme (Existentialism is a Humanism), a short book that
did much to popularize existentialist thought.*[46] Mar-
cel later came to reject the label himself in favour of the
term Neo-Socratic, in honor of Kierkegaard's essay“On
The Concept of Irony”.
Some scholars argue that the term should be used only
to refer to the cultural movement in Europe in the 1940s
and 1950s associated with the works of the philosophers
Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, Maurice Merleau-
Ponty, and Albert Camus.*[2] Other scholars extend the
term to Kierkegaard, and yet others extend it as far back
as Socrates.*[47] However, the term is often identified
with the philosophical views of Jean-Paul Sartre.*[2]

10.7 History

10.7.1 19th century

Kierkegaard and Nietzsche

Main article: Søren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche

Søren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche were two of
the first philosophers considered fundamental to the ex-
istentialist movement, though neither used the term“ex-
istentialism”and it is unclear whether they would have
supported the existentialism of the 20th century. They
focused on subjective human experience rather than the
objective truths of mathematics and science, which they
believed were too detached or observational to truly get
at the human experience. Like Pascal, they were inter-
ested in people's quiet struggle with the apparent mean-
inglessness of life and the use of diversion to escape
from boredom. Unlike Pascal, Kierkegaard and Niet-
zsche also considered the role of making free choices,
particularly regarding fundamental values and beliefs,
and how such choices change the nature and identity of
the chooser.*[48] Kierkegaard's knight of faith and Ni-
etzsche's Übermensch are representative of people who
exhibit Freedom, in that they define the nature of their
own existence. Nietzsche's idealized individual invents
his own values and creates the very terms they excel un-
der. By contrast, Kierkegaard, opposed to the level of
abstraction in Hegel, and not nearly as hostile (actually
welcoming) to Christianity as Nietzsche, argues through a

pseudonym that the objective certainty of religious truths
(specifically Christian) is not only impossible, but even
founded on logical paradoxes. Yet he continues to imply
that a leap of faith is a possible means for an individ-
ual to reach a higher stage of existence that transcends
and contains both an aesthetic and ethical value of life.
Kierkegaard and Nietzsche were also precursors to other
intellectual movements, including postmodernism, and
various strands of psychology. However, Kierkegaard be-
lieved that individuals should live in accordance with their
thinking.

Dostoyevsky

The first important literary author also important to ex-
istentialism was the Russian Fyodor Dostoyevsky.*[49]
Dostoyevsky's Notes from Underground portrays a man
unable to fit into society and unhappy with the identi-
ties he creates for himself. Jean-Paul Sartre, in his book
on existentialism Existentialism is a Humanism, quoted
Dostoyevsky's The Brothers Karamazov as an example
of existential crisis. Sartre attributes Ivan Karamazov's
claim, “If God did not exist, everything would be per-
mitted”*[50] to Dostoyevsky himself, though this quote
does not appear in the novel.*[51] However, a similar sen-
timent is explicitly stated when Alyosha visits Dimitri in
prison. Dimitri mentions his conversations with Rakitin
in which the idea that “Then, if He doesn't exist, man
is king of the earth, of the universe”allowing the infer-
ence contained in Sartre's attribution to remain a valid
idea contested within the novel.*[52] Other Dostoyevsky
novels covered issues raised in existentialist philosophy
while presenting story lines divergent from secular exis-
tentialism: for example, in Crime and Punishment, the
protagonist Raskolnikov experiences an existential crisis
and then moves toward a Christian Orthodox worldview
similar to that advocated by Dostoyevsky himself.

10.7.2 Early 20th century

See also: Martin Heidegger

In the first decades of the 20th century, a number of
philosophers and writers explored existentialist ideas.
The Spanish philosopher Miguel de Unamuno y Jugo, in
his 1913 book The Tragic Sense of Life in Men and Na-
tions, emphasized the life of“flesh and bone”as opposed
to that of abstract rationalism. Unamuno rejected sys-
tematic philosophy in favor of the individual's quest for
faith. He retained a sense of the tragic, even absurd na-
ture of the quest, symbolized by his enduring interest in
Cervantes' fictional character Don Quixote. A novelist,
poet and dramatist as well as philosophy professor at the
University of Salamanca, Unamuno wrote a short story
about a priest's crisis of faith, Saint Manuel the Good,
Martyr, which has been collected in anthologies of exis-
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tentialist fiction. Another Spanish thinker, Ortega y Gas-
set, writing in 1914, held that human existence must al-
ways be defined as the individual person combined with
the concrete circumstances of his life: "Yo soy yo y mi
circunstancia" (“I am myself and my circumstances”).
Sartre likewise believed that human existence is not an
abstract matter, but is always situated ("en situation").
Although Martin Buber wrote his major philosophical
works in German, and studied and taught at the Univer-
sities of Berlin and Frankfurt, he stands apart from the
mainstream of German philosophy. Born into a Jewish
family in Vienna in 1878, he was also a scholar of Jew-
ish culture and involved at various times in Zionism and
Hasidism. In 1938, he moved permanently to Jerusalem.
His best-known philosophical work was the short book I
and Thou, published in 1922. For Buber, the fundamen-
tal fact of human existence, too readily overlooked by sci-
entific rationalism and abstract philosophical thought, is

“man with man”, a dialogue that takes place in the so-
called“sphere of between”(“das Zwischenmenschliche”
).*[53]
Two Russian thinkers, Lev Shestov and Nikolai
Berdyaev, became well known as existentialist thinkers
during their post-Revolutionary exiles in Paris. Shestov,
born into a Ukrainian-Jewish family in Kiev, had
launched an attack on rationalism and systematization in
philosophy as early as 1905 in his book of aphorisms All
Things Are Possible.
Berdyaev, also from Kiev but with a background in the
Eastern Orthodox Church, drew a radical distinction be-
tween the world of spirit and the everyday world of ob-
jects. Human freedom, for Berdyaev, is rooted in the
realm of spirit, a realm independent of scientific notions
of causation. To the extent the individual human being
lives in the objective world, he is estranged from authen-
tic spiritual freedom. “Man”is not to be interpreted
naturalistically, but as a being created in God's image, an
originator of free, creative acts.*[54] He published a ma-
jor work on these themes, The Destiny of Man, in 1931.
Gabriel Marcel, long before coining the term “exis-
tentialism”, introduced important existentialist themes
to a French audience in his early essay “Existence
and Objectivity”(1925) and in hisMetaphysical Journal
(1927).*[55] A dramatist as well as a philosopher, Mar-
cel found his philosophical starting point in a condition of
metaphysical alienation: the human individual searching
for harmony in a transient life. Harmony, for Marcel, was
to be sought through “secondary reflection”, a “dia-
logical”rather than“dialectical”approach to the world,
characterized by“wonder and astonishment”and open
to the“presence”of other people and of God rather than
merely to“information”about them. For Marcel, such
presence implied more than simply being there (as one
thing might be in the presence of another thing); it con-
noted“extravagant”availability, and the willingness to
put oneself at the disposal of the other.*[56]

Marcel contrasted secondary reflection with abstract,
scientific-technical primary reflection, which he associ-
ated with the activity of the abstract Cartesian ego. For
Marcel, philosophy was a concrete activity undertaken by
a sensing, feeling human being incarnate̶embodied̶
in a concrete world.*[55]*[57] Although Jean-Paul Sartre
adopted the term “existentialism”for his own philos-
ophy in the 1940s, Marcel's thought has been described
as“almost diametrically opposed”to that of Sartre.*[55]
Unlike Sartre, Marcel was a Christian, and became a
Catholic convert in 1929.
In Germany, the psychologist and philosopher Karl
Jaspers̶who later described existentialism as a“phan-
tom”created by the public*[58]̶called his own thought,
heavily influenced by Kierkegaard and Nietzsche, Exis-
tenzphilosophie. For Jaspers, "Existenz-philosophy is the
way of thought by means of which man seeks to become
himself...This way of thought does not cognize objects,
but elucidates and makes actual the being of the thinker”
.*[59]
Jaspers, a professor at the University of Heidelberg, was
acquainted with Martin Heidegger, who held a profes-
sorship at Marburg before acceding to Husserl's chair at
Freiburg in 1928. They held many philosophical discus-
sions, but later became estranged over Heidegger's sup-
port of National Socialism (Nazism). They shared an ad-
miration for Kierkegaard,*[60] and in the 1930s, Heideg-
ger lectured extensively on Nietzsche. Nevertheless, the
extent to which Heidegger should be considered an exis-
tentialist is debatable. In Being and Time he presented a
method of rooting philosophical explanations in human
existence (Dasein) to be analysed in terms of existential
categories (existentiale); and this has ledmany commenta-
tors to treat him as an important figure in the existentialist
movement.

10.7.3 After the Second World War

Following the Second World War, existentialism became
a well-known and significant philosophical and cultural
movement, mainly through the public prominence of two
French writers, Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert Camus, who
wrote best-selling novels, plays and widely read journal-
ism as well as theoretical texts.*[61] These years also saw
the growing reputation of Heidegger's book Being and
Time outside Germany.
Sartre dealt with existentialist themes in his 1938 novel
Nausea and the short stories in his 1939 collection The
Wall, and had published his treatise on existentialism,
Being andNothingness, in 1943, but it was in the two years
following the liberation of Paris from the German occu-
pying forces that he and his close associates̶Camus, Si-
mone de Beauvoir, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, and others
̶became internationally famous as the leading figures
of a movement known as existentialism.*[62] In a very
short period of time, Camus and Sartre in particular be-
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French philosophers Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir

came the leading public intellectuals of post-war France,
achieving by the end of 1945 “a fame that reached
across all audiences.”*[63] Camus was an editor of the
most popular leftist (former French Resistance) newspa-
per Combat; Sartre launched his journal of leftist thought,
Les Temps Modernes, and two weeks later gave the widely
reported lecture on existentialism and secular humanism
to a packed meeting of the Club Maintenant. Beauvoir
wrote that “not a week passed without the newspapers
discussing us";*[64] existentialism became“the first me-
dia craze of the postwar era.”*[65]
By the end of 1947, Camus' earlier fiction and plays had
been reprinted, his new playCaligula had been performed
and his novel The Plague published; the first two novels
of Sartre's The Roads to Freedom trilogy had appeared,
as had Beauvoir's novel The Blood of Others. Works
by Camus and Sartre were already appearing in foreign
editions. The Paris-based existentialists had become fa-
mous.*[62]
Sartre had traveled to Germany in 1930 to study the
phenomenology of Edmund Husserl and Martin Heideg-
ger,*[66] and he included critical comments on their work
in his major treatise Being and Nothingness. Heideg-
ger's thought had also become known in French philo-
sophical circles through its use by Alexandre Kojève in
explicating Hegel in a series of lectures given in Paris

in the 1930s.*[67] The lectures were highly influen-
tial; members of the audience included not only Sartre
and Merleau-Ponty, but Raymond Queneau, Georges
Bataille, Louis Althusser, André Breton, and Jacques La-
can.*[68] A selection from Heidegger's Being and Time
was published in French in 1938, and his essays began to
appear in French philosophy journals.

French-Algerian philosopher, novelist, and playwright Albert
Camus

Heidegger read Sartre's work and was initially impressed,
commenting: “Here for the first time I encountered an
independent thinker who, from the foundations up, has
experienced the area out of which I think. Your work
shows such an immediate comprehension of my philos-
ophy as I have never before encountered.”*[69] Later,
however, in response to a question posed by his French
follower Jean Beaufret,*[70] Heidegger distanced him-
self from Sartre's position and existentialism in general
in his Letter on Humanism.*[71] Heidegger's reputation
continued to grow in France during the 1950s and 1960s.
In the 1960s, Sartre attempted to reconcile existentialism
and Marxism in his work Critique of Dialectical Reason.
A major theme throughout his writings was freedom and
responsibility.
Camus was a friend of Sartre, until their falling-out, and
wrote several works with existential themes including The
Rebel, Summer in Algiers, The Myth of Sisyphus, and The
Stranger, the latter being “considered̶to what would
have been Camus's irritation̶the exemplary existential-
ist novel.”*[72] Camus, like many others, rejected the
existentialist label, and considered his works concerned
with facing the absurd. In the titular book, Camus uses
the analogy of the Greek myth of Sisyphus to demon-
strate the futility of existence. In the myth, Sisyphus is
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condemned for eternity to roll a rock up a hill, but when
he reaches the summit, the rock will roll to the bottom
again. Camus believes that this existence is pointless but
that Sisyphus ultimately finds meaning and purpose in his
task, simply by continually applying himself to it. The
first half of the book contains an extended rebuttal of
what Camus took to be existentialist philosophy in the
works of Kierkegaard, Shestov, Heidegger, and Jaspers.
Simone de Beauvoir, an important existentialist who
spent much of her life as Sartre's partner, wrote about
feminist and existentialist ethics in her works, including
The Second Sex and The Ethics of Ambiguity. Although
often overlooked due to her relationship with Sartre,*[73]
de Beauvoir integrated existentialism with other forms of
thinking such as feminism, unheard of at the time, result-
ing in alienation from fellow writers such as Camus.
Paul Tillich, an important existentialist theologian fol-
lowing Kierkegaard and Karl Barth, applied existential-
ist concepts to Christian theology, and helped introduce
existential theology to the general public. His seminal
work The Courage to Be follows Kierkegaard's analy-
sis of anxiety and life's absurdity, but puts forward the
thesis that modern humans must, via God, achieve self-
hood in spite of life's absurdity. Rudolf Bultmann used
Kierkegaard's and Heidegger's philosophy of existence
to demythologize Christianity by interpreting Christian
mythical concepts into existentialist concepts.
Maurice Merleau-Ponty, an existential phenomenologist,
was for a time a companion of Sartre. Merleau-Ponty's
Phenomenology of Perception (1945) was recognized as
a major statement of French existentialism.*[74] It has
been said that Merleau-Ponty's work Humanism and Ter-
ror greatly influenced Sartre. However, in later years they
were to disagree irreparably, dividing many existentialists
such as de Beauvoir, who sided with Sartre.
Colin Wilson, an English writer, published his study The
Outsider in 1956, initially to critical acclaim. In this book
and others (e.g. Introduction to the New Existentialism),
he attempted to reinvigorate what he perceived as a pes-
simistic philosophy and bring it to a wider audience. He
was not, however, academically trained, and his work was
attacked by professional philosophers for lack of rigor and
critical standards.*[75]

10.8 Influence outside philosophy

10.8.1 Art

Film and television

Stanley Kubrick's 1957 anti-war film Paths of Glory“il-
lustrates, and even illuminates...existentialism”by exam-
ining the“necessary absurdity of the human condition"
and the “horror of war”.*[76] The film tells the story
of a fictional World War I French army regiment ordered

to attack an impregnable German stronghold; when the
attack fails, three soldiers are chosen at random, court-
martialed by a "kangaroo court", and executed by firing
squad. The film examines existentialist ethics, such as the
issue of whether objectivity is possible and the“problem
of authenticity".*[76] OrsonWelles' 1962 film The Trial,
based upon Franz Kafka's book of the same name (Der
Process), is characteristic of both existentialist and absur-
dist themes in its depiction of a man (Joseph K.) arrested
for a crime for which the charges are neither revealed to
him nor to the reader.
Neon Genesis Evangelion is a Japanese science fiction ani-
mation series created by the anime studio Gainax and was
both directed and written by Hideaki Anno. Existential
themes of individuality, consciousness, freedom, choice,
and responsibility are heavily relied upon throughout the
entire series, particularly through the philosophies of
Jean-Paul Sartre and Søren Kierkegaard. Episode 16's
title, “The Sickness Unto Death, And…" (死に⾄る
病、そして Shi ni itaru yamai, soshite) is a reference to
Kierkegaard's book, The Sickness Unto Death. Some con-
temporary films dealing with existentialist issues include
Fight Club, I ♥ Huckabees, Waking Life, The Matrix,
Ordinary People, and Life in a Day.*[77] Likewise, films
throughout the 20th century such as The Seventh Seal,
Ikiru, Taxi Driver, the Toy Story films, The Great Silence,
Ghost in the Shell, Harold and Maude, High Noon, Easy
Rider, One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest, A Clockwork Or-
ange, Groundhog Day, Apocalypse Now, Badlands, and
Blade Runner also have existentialist qualities.*[78]
Notable directors known for their existentialist films
include Ingmar Bergman, François Truffaut, Jean-
Luc Godard, Michelangelo Antonioni, Akira Kurosawa,
Terrence Malick, Stanley Kubrick, Andrei Tarkovsky,
Hideaki Anno, Wes Anderson, Woody Allen, and
Christopher Nolan.*[79] Charlie Kaufman's Synecdoche,
New York focuses on the protagonist's desire to find
existential meaning.*[80] Similarly, in Kurosawa's Red
Beard, the protagonist's experiences as an intern in a ru-
ral health clinic in Japan lead him to an existential crisis
whereby he questions his reason for being. This, in turn,
leads him to a better understanding of humanity. The
French film, Mood Indigo (directed by Michel Gondry)
embraced various elements of existentialism. The film
The Shawshank Redemption, released in 1994, depicts life
in a prison in Maine, United States to explore several ex-
istentialist concepts.*[81]

Literature

Existential perspectives are also found in modern lit-
erature to varying degrees, especially since the 1920s.
Louis-Ferdinand Céline's Journey to the End of the Night
(Voyage au bout de la nuit, 1932) celebrated by both
Sartre and Beauvoir, contained many of the themes that
would be found in later existential literature, and is
in some ways, the proto-existential novel. Jean-Paul
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Sartre's 1938 novel Nausea*[82] was “steeped in Ex-
istential ideas”, and is considered an accessible way
of grasping his philosophical stance.*[83] Between 1900
and 1960, other authors such as Albert Camus, Franz
Kafka, Rainer Maria Rilke, T.S. Eliot, Herman Hesse,
Luigi Pirandello,*[25]*[26]*[28]*[84]*[85]*[86] Ralph
Ellison,*[87]*[88]*[89]*[90] and Jack Kerouac, com-
posed literature or poetry that contained, to varying de-
grees, elements of existential or proto-existential thought.
The philosophy's influence even reached pulp literature
shortly after the turn of the 20th century, as seen in the
existential disparity witnessed in Man's lack of control of
his fate in the works of H.P. Lovecraft.*[91] Since the late
1960s, a great deal of cultural activity in literature con-
tains postmodernist as well as existential elements. Books
such as Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (1968)
(now republished as Blade Runner) by Philip K. Dick,
Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut, and Fight Club
by Chuck Palahniuk all distort the line between reality
and appearance while simultaneously espousing existen-
tial themes.

Theatre

Jean-Paul Sartre wrote No Exit in 1944, an existentialist
play originally published in French as Huis Clos (mean-
ing In Camera or“behind closed doors”), which is the
source of the popular quote,“Hell is other people.”(In
French, “L'enfer, c'est les autres”). The play begins
with a Valet leading a man into a room that the audience
soon realizes is in hell. Eventually he is joined by two
women. After their entry, the Valet leaves and the door
is shut and locked. All three expect to be tortured, but
no torturer arrives. Instead, they realize they are there to
torture each other, which they do effectively by probing
each other's sins, desires, and unpleasant memories.
Existentialist themes are displayed in the Theatre of the
Absurd, notably in Samuel Beckett's Waiting for Godot,
in which two men divert themselves while they wait ex-
pectantly for someone (or something) named Godot who
never arrives. They claim Godot is an acquaintance, but
in fact, hardly know him, admitting they would not rec-
ognize him if they saw him. Samuel Beckett, once asked
who or what Godot is, replied,“If I knew, I would have
said so in the play.”To occupy themselves, the men eat,
sleep, talk, argue, sing, play games, exercise, swap hats,
and contemplate suicide̶anything “to hold the terri-
ble silence at bay”.*[92] The play “exploits several
archetypal forms and situations, all of which lend them-
selves to both comedy and pathos.”*[93] The play also
illustrates an attitude toward human experience on earth:
the poignancy, oppression, camaraderie, hope, corrup-
tion, and bewilderment of human experience that can be
reconciled only in the mind and art of the absurdist. The
play examines questions such as death, themeaning of hu-
man existence and the place of God in human existence.
Tom Stoppard's Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead

is an absurdist tragicomedy first staged at the Edinburgh
Festival Fringe in 1966.*[94] The play expands upon
the exploits of two minor characters from Shakespeare's
Hamlet. Comparisons have also been drawn to Samuel
Beckett'sWaiting For Godot, for the presence of two cen-
tral characters who appear almost as two halves of a sin-
gle character. Many plot features are similar as well: the
characters pass time by playing Questions, impersonating
other characters, and interrupting each other or remain-
ing silent for long periods of time. The two characters
are portrayed as two clowns or fools in a world beyond
their understanding. They stumble through philosophical
arguments while not realizing the implications, and muse
on the irrationality and randomness of the world.
Jean Anouilh's Antigone also presents arguments founded
on existentialist ideas.*[95] It is a tragedy inspired
by Greek mythology and the play of the same name
(Antigone, by Sophocles) from the 5th century BC. In
English, it is often distinguished from its antecedent by
being pronounced in its original French form, approxi-
mately “Ante-GŌN.”The play was first performed in
Paris on 6 February 1944, during the Nazi occupation
of France. Produced under Nazi censorship, the play is
purposefully ambiguous with regards to the rejection of
authority (represented by Antigone) and the acceptance
of it (represented by Creon). The parallels to the French
Resistance and the Nazi occupation have been drawn.
Antigone rejects life as desperately meaningless but with-
out affirmatively choosing a noble death. The crux of
the play is the lengthy dialogue concerning the nature of
power, fate, and choice, during which Antigone says that
she is, "... disgusted with [the]...promise of a humdrum
happiness.”She states that she would rather die than live
a mediocre existence.
Critic Martin Esslin in his book Theatre of the Ab-
surd pointed out how many contemporary playwrights
such as Samuel Beckett, Eugène Ionesco, Jean Genet,
and Arthur Adamov wove into their plays the existen-
tialist belief that we are absurd beings loose in a uni-
verse empty of real meaning. Esslin noted that many
of these playwrights demonstrated the philosophy better
than did the plays by Sartre and Camus. Though most
of such playwrights, subsequently labeled “Absurdist”
(based on Esslin's book), denied affiliations with existen-
tialism and were often staunchly anti-philosophical (for
example Ionesco often claimed he identified more with
'Pataphysics or with Surrealism than with existentialism),
the playwrights are often linked to existentialism based
on Esslin's observation.*[96]

10.8.2 Psychoanalysis and psychotherapy

Main article: Existential therapy

Amajor offshoot of existentialism as a philosophy is exis-
tentialist psychology and psychoanalysis, which first crys-
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tallized in the work of Otto Rank, Freud's closest asso-
ciate for 20 years. Without awareness of the writings
of Rank, Ludwig Binswanger was influenced by Freud,
Edmund Husserl, Heidegger, and Sartre. A later figure
was Viktor Frankl, who briefly met Freud and studied
with Jung as a young man.*[97] His logotherapy can be
regarded as a form of existentialist therapy. The existen-
tialists would also influence social psychology, antiposi-
tivist micro-sociology, symbolic interactionism, and post-
structuralism, with the work of thinkers such as Georg
Simmel*[98] and Michel Foucault. Foucault was a great
reader of Kierkegaard even though he almost never refers
this author, who nonetheless had for him an importance
as secret as it was decisive.*[99]
An early contributor to existentialist psychology in the
United States was Rollo May, who was strongly influ-
enced by Kierkegaard and Otto Rank. One of the most
prolific writers on techniques and theory of existentialist
psychology in the USA is Irvin D. Yalom. Yalom states
that

Aside from their reaction against Freud's
mechanistic, deterministic model of the mind
and their assumption of a phenomenological
approach in therapy, the existentialist analysts
have little in common and have never been re-
garded as a cohesive ideological school. These
thinkers̶who include Ludwig Binswanger,
Medard Boss, Eugène Minkowski, V.E. Geb-
sattel, Roland Kuhn, G. Caruso, F.T. Buy-
tendijk, G. Bally and Victor Frankl̶were al-
most entirely unknown to the American psy-
chotherapeutic community until Rollo May's
highly influential 1985 book Existence̶and
especially his introductory essay̶introduced
their work into this country.*[100]

A more recent contributor to the development of a Euro-
pean version of existentialist psychotherapy is the British-
based Emmy van Deurzen.
Anxiety's importance in existentialism makes it a popu-
lar topic in psychotherapy. Therapists often offer exis-
tentialist philosophy as an explanation for anxiety. The
assertion is that anxiety is manifested of an individual's
complete freedom to decide, and complete responsibility
for the outcome of such decisions. Psychotherapists us-
ing an existentialist approach believe that a patient can
harness his anxiety and use it constructively. Instead
of suppressing anxiety, patients are advised to use it as
grounds for change. By embracing anxiety as inevitable,
a person can use it to achieve his full potential in life.
Humanistic psychology also had major impetus from ex-
istentialist psychology and shares many of the fundamen-
tal tenets. Terror management theory, based on the writ-
ings of Ernest Becker and Otto Rank, is a developing
area of study within the academic study of psychology.
It looks at what researchers claim are implicit emotional

reactions of people confronted with the knowledge that
they will eventually die.
Also, Gerd B. Achenbach has refreshed the socratic tra-
dition with his own blend of philosophical counseling. So
did Michel Weber with his Chromatiques Center in Bel-
gium.

10.9 Criticisms

10.9.1 General criticisms

Walter Kaufmann criticized 'the profoundly unsound
methods and the dangerous contempt for reason that have
been so prominent in existentialism.'*[101] Logical posi-
tivist philosophers, such as Rudolf Carnap and A. J. Ayer,
assert that existentialists are often confused about the
verb“to be”in their analyses of“being”.*[102] Specifi-
cally, they argue that the verb is transitive and pre-fixed to
a predicate (e.g., an apple is red) (without a predicate, the
word is meaningless), and that existentialists frequently
misuse the term in this manner. Colin Wilson has stated
in his book The Angry Years that existentialism has cre-
ated many of its own difficulties: “we can see how this
question of freedom of the will has been vitiated by post-
romantic philosophy, with its inbuilt tendency to laziness
and boredom, we can also see how it came about that
existentialism found itself in a hole of its own digging,
and how the philosophical developments since then have
amounted to walking in circles round that hole”.*[103]

10.9.2 Sartre's philosophy

Many critics argue Jean-Paul Sartre's philosophy is con-
tradictory. Specifically, they argue that Sartre makes
metaphysical arguments despite his claiming that his
philosophical views ignore metaphysics. Herbert Mar-
cuse criticized Sartre's 1943 Being and Nothingness for
projecting anxiety and meaninglessness onto the nature
of existence itself: “Insofar as Existentialism is a philo-
sophical doctrine, it remains an idealistic doctrine: it
hypostatizes specific historical conditions of human ex-
istence into ontological and metaphysical characteristics.
Existentialism thus becomes part of the very ideology
which it attacks, and its radicalism is illusory”.*[104]
In Letter on Humanism, Heidegger criticized Sartre's ex-
istentialism:

Existentialism says existence precedes
essence. In this statement he is taking
existentia and essentia according to their
metaphysical meaning, which, from Plato's
time on, has said that essentia precedes exis-
tentia. Sartre reverses this statement. But the
reversal of a metaphysical statement remains
a metaphysical statement. With it, he stays
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with metaphysics, in oblivion of the truth of
Being.*[105]

10.10 See also
• Abandonment (existentialism)

• Disenchantment

• Existential phenomenology

• Existentiell

• List of existentialists

• Meaning (existential)

• Meaning-making

10.11 References

10.11.1 Specific
[1] Oxford University Press, “Oxford Dictionary: 'existen-

tialism'", Oxford English Dictionary, Retrieved 22 August
2014.

[2] Crowell, Steven (October 2010).“Existentialism”. Stan-
ford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.

[3] John Macquarrie, Existentialism, New York (1972), pp.
18–21.

[4] Oxford Companion to Philosophy, ed. Ted Honderich,
New York (1995), p. 259.

[5] John Macquarrie, Existentialism, New York (1972), pp.
14–15.

[6] Flynn, Thomas (2006). Existentialism - A Very Short In-
troduction. New York: Oxford University Press Inc. p.
xi. ISBN 0-19-280428-6.

[7] Robert C. Solomon, Existentialism (McGraw-Hill, 1974,
pp. 1–2).

[8] Ernst Breisach, Introduction to Modern Existentialism,
New York (1962), p. 5.

[9] Walter Kaufmann, Existentialism: From Dostoyevesky to
Sartre, New York (1956) p. 12.

[10] Marino, Gordon. Basic Writings of Existentialism (Mod-
ern Library, 2004, p. ix, 3).

[11] McDonald, William. “Søren Kierkegaard”. In Edward
N. Zalta. Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Summer
2009 Edition).

[12] However he did title his 1846 book Concluding Unsci-
entific Postscript to Philosophical Fragments, (Subtitle) A
Mimical-Pathetic-Dialectical Compilation an Existential
Contribution, and mentioned the term on pages 121–22,
191, 350–51, 387 ff of that book.

[13] Watts, Michael. Kierkegaard (Oneworld, 2003, pp. 4–6).

[14] Lowrie, Walter. Kierkegaard's attack upon“Christendom”
(Princeton, 1969, pp. 37–40).

[15] Guignon and Pereboom, Derk, Charles B. (2001).
Existentialism: basic writings. Hackett Publishing. p. xiii.
ISBN 9780872205956.

[16] Copleston, F.C. (2009).“Existentialism”. Philosophy. 23
(84): 19–37. doi:10.1017/S0031819100065955. JSTOR
4544850.

[17] See James Wood's introduction to Sartre, Jean-Paul
(2000). Nausea. London: Penguin Classics. ISBN 978-
0-141-18549-1. Quote on p. vii.

[18] Tidsskrift for Norsk Psykologforening, Vol 45, nummer
10, 2008, side 1298–1304, Welhaven og psykologien: Del
2. Welhaven peker fremover (in Norwegian)

[19] Lundestad, 1998, p. 169

[20] Slagstad, 2001, p. 89

[21] Seip, 2007, p. 352

[22] (French) (Dictionary)“L'existencialisme”– see“l'identité
de la personne”

[23] Baird, Forrest E.; Walter Kaufmann (2008). From Plato to
Derrida. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Pearson Pren-
tice Hall. ISBN 0-13-158591-6.

[24] Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Existentialism, 3.1
Anxiety, Nothingness, the Absurd

[25] Bassnett, Susan; Lorch, Jennifer (March 18, 2014). Luigi
Pirandello in the Theatre. Routledge. Retrieved 26March
2015.

[26] Thompson, Mel; Rodgers, Nigel (2010). Understanding
Existentialism: Teach Yourself. Hodder & Stoughton.

[27] Caputi, Anthony Francis (1988). Pirandello and the Crisis
of Modern Consciousness. University of Illinois Press.

[28] Mariani, Umberto (2010). Living Masks: The Achieve-
ment of Pirandello. University of Toronto Press. Re-
trieved 26 March 2015.

[29] Jean-Paul Sartre. “Existentialism is a Humanism, Jean-
Paul Sartre 1946”. Marxists.org. Retrieved 2010-03-08.

[30] E Keen (1973).“Suicide and Self-Deception”. Psycho-
analytic Review.

[31] Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Existentialism, 2.1
Facticity and Transcendence

[32] Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Existentialism, 3.
Freedom and Value

[33] Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Existentialism, 3.2
The Ideality of Values

[34] Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Existentialism, 2.3
Authenticity

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Existentialism#cite_note-105
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abandonment_(existentialism)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disenchantment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Existential_phenomenology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Existentiell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_existentialists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meaning_(existential)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meaning-making
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/existentialism
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/existentialism
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-19-280428-6
http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/sum2009/entries/kierkegaard/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanford_Encyclopedia_of_Philosophy
https://books.google.com/?id=NSvRzPye-gEC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q=psychoanalysis&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780872205956
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_object_identifier
https://doi.org/10.1017%252FS0031819100065955
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JSTOR
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4544850
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Wood_(critic)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penguin_Classics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-141-18549-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-141-18549-1
https://books.google.com/books?id=CGbBbtDOZbwC&pg=PT5
http://www.psykologtidsskriftet.no/index.php?seks_id=61613&a=2
http://www.psykologtidsskriftet.no/index.php?seks_id=61613&a=2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-13-158591-6
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/#AnxNotAbs
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/#AnxNotAbs
https://books.google.com/books?id=FpwiAwAAQBAJ&pg=PA182&dq=luigi+pirandello+existentialism&hl=en&sa=X&ei=oIQTVb7lDMnxoASF14LIAQ&ved=0CDwQ6AEwAw#v=onepage&q=existentialist&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=FpwiAwAAQBAJ&pg=PA182&dq=luigi+pirandello+existentialism&hl=en&sa=X&ei=oIQTVb7lDMnxoASF14LIAQ&ved=0CDwQ6AEwAw#v=onepage&q=existentialist&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=vfczAgAAQBAJ&pg=PT105&dq=pirandello+existentialism&hl=en&sa=X&ei=ZIYTVZSCK5CeoQT_poLgBA&ved=0CDQQ6AEwBA#v=onepage&q=pirandello%2520existentialism&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=vfczAgAAQBAJ&pg=PT105&dq=pirandello+existentialism&hl=en&sa=X&ei=ZIYTVZSCK5CeoQT_poLgBA&ved=0CDQQ6AEwBA#v=onepage&q=pirandello%2520existentialism&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=0Qv2nuJF7yYC&pg=PA80&dq=pirandello+existential+absurd&hl=en&sa=X&ei=4YYTVYCyJcrVoAS9_IKwBA&ved=0CDkQ6AEwAw#v=onepage&q=pirandello%2520existentialist%2520absurdity&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=0Qv2nuJF7yYC&pg=PA80&dq=pirandello+existential+absurd&hl=en&sa=X&ei=4YYTVYCyJcrVoAS9_IKwBA&ved=0CDkQ6AEwAw#v=onepage&q=pirandello%2520existentialist%2520absurdity&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=vBviYn43H34C&pg=PT178&dq=pirandello+existential+absurd&hl=en&sa=X&ei=4YYTVYCyJcrVoAS9_IKwBA&ved=0CC0Q6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=pirandello%2520existential%2520absurd&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=vBviYn43H34C&pg=PT178&dq=pirandello+existential+absurd&hl=en&sa=X&ei=4YYTVYCyJcrVoAS9_IKwBA&ved=0CC0Q6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=pirandello%2520existential%2520absurd&f=false
http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/sartre/works/exist/sartre.htm
http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/sartre/works/exist/sartre.htm
http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=PSAR.060.0575A
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/#FacTra
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/#FacTra
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/#FreVal
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/#FreVal
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/#IdeVal
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/#IdeVal
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/#Aut
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/#Aut


10.11. REFERENCES 141

[35] Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Existentialism, 2.2
Alienation

[36]“despair - definition of despair by the Free Online Dictio-
nary, Thesaurus and Encyclopedia”. Tfd.com. Retrieved
2010-03-08.

[37] Either/Or Part II p. 188 Hong

[38] Søren Kierkegaard's Journals and Papers Vol 5, p. 5

[39] Kierkegaard, Soren. Works of Love. Harper & Row, Pub-
lishers. New York, N.Y. 1962. p. 62

[40] Camus, Albert. “The Myth of Sisyphus”. NYU.edu

[41] Jean-Paul Sartre, Being and Nothingness, Routledge Clas-
sics (2003).

[42] D.E. Cooper Existentialism: A Reconstruction (Basil
Blackwell, 1990, p. 1)

[43] Thomas R. Flynn, Existentialism: A Very Short Introduc-
tion (Oxford University Press), 2006, p. 89

[44] Christine Daigle, Existentialist Thinkers and Ethics
(McGill-Queen's press, 2006, p. 5)

[45] Ann Fulton, Apostles of Sartre: Existentialism in Amer-
ica, 1945–1963 (Evanston, IL: Northwestern University
Press, 1999) 18–19.

[46] L'Existentialisme est un Humanisme (Editions Nagel,
1946); English Jean-Paul Sartre, Existentialism and Hu-
manism (Eyre Methuen, 1948)

[47] Crowell, Steven. The Cambridge Companion to Existen-
tialism, Cambridge, 2011, p. 316.

[48] Luper, Steven. “Existing”. Mayfield Publishing, 2000,
pp. 4–5 and 11

[49] Hubben, William. Dostoyevsky, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche
and Kafka, Jabber-wacky, Scribner, 1997.

[50] Sartre, Jean-Paul. Existentialism is a Humanism
http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/sartre/works/
exist/sartre.htm ; Retrieved 2012-04-01.

[51] Zizek, Slavoj. “If there is a God, then everything is per-
mitted”.

[52] Dostoyevsky Fyodor. "The Brothers Karamazov".

[53] Maurice S. Friedman,Martin Buber. The Life of Dialogue
(University of Chicago press, 1955, p. 85)

[54] Ernst Breisach, Introduction to Modern Existentialism,
New York (1962), pp. 173–76

[55] Samuel M. Keen,“Gabriel Marcel”in Paul Edwards (ed.)
The Encyclopaedia of Philosophy (Macmillan Publishing
Co, 1967)

[56] John Macquarrie, Existentialism (Pelican, 1973, p. 110)

[57] John Macquarrie, Existentialism (Pelican, 1973, p. 96)

[58] Karl Jaspers, “Philosophical Autobiography”in Paul
Arthur Schilpp (ed.) The Philosophy of Karl Jaspers (The
Library of Living Philosophers IX (Tudor Publishing Com-
pany, 1957, p. 75/11)

[59] Karl Jaspers, “Philosophical Autobiography”in Paul
Arthur Schilpp (ed.) The Philosophy of Karl Jaspers (The
Library of Living Philosophers IX (Tudor Publishing Com-
pany, 1957, p. 40)

[60] Karl Jaspers, “Philosophical Autobiography”in Paul
Arthur Schilpp (ed.) The Philosophy of Karl Jaspers (The
Library of Living Philosophers IX (Tudor Publishing Com-
pany, 1957, p. 75/2 and following)

[61] Patrick Baert, The Existentialist Moment; The Rise of
Sartre as a Public Intellectual (Polity Press, 2015)

[62] Ronald Aronson, Camus and Sartre (University of
Chicago Press, 2004, chapter 3 passim)

[63] Ronald Aronson, Camus and Sartre (University of
Chicago Press, 2004, p. 44)

[64] Simone de Beauvoir, Force of Circumstance, quoted
in Ronald Aronson, Camus and Sartre (University of
Chicago Press, 2004, p. 48)

[65] Ronald Aronson, Camus and Sartre (University of
Chicago Press, 2004, p. 48)

[66] Rüdiger Safranski, Martin Heidgger – Between Good and
Evil (Harvard University Press, 1998, p. 343

[67] Entry on Kojève in Martin Cohen (editor), The Essentials
of Philosophy and Ethics(Hodder Arnold, 2006, p. 158);
see also Alexandre Kojève, Introduction to the Reading of
Hegel: Lectures on the Phenomenology of Spirit (Cornell
University Press, 1980)

[68] Entry on Kojève in Martin Cohen (editor), The Essentials
of Philosophy and Ethics(Hodder Arnold, 2006, p. 158)

[69] Martin Hediegger, letter, quoted in Rüdiger Safranski,
Martin Heidgger – Between Good and Evil (Harvard Uni-
versity Press, 1998, p. 349)

[70] Rüdiger Safranski,Martin Heidegger – Between Good and
Evil (Harvard University Press, 1998, p. 356)

[71] William J. Richardson, Martin Heidegger: From Phe-
nomenology to Thought (Martjinus Nijhoff,1967, p. 351)

[72] Messud, Claire (2014).“A New 'L'Étranger'". The New
York Review of Books. 61 (10). Retrieved 1 June 2014.

[73] Bergoffen, Debra (September 2010). “Simone de Beau-
voir”. Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.

[74] Madison, G. B., in Robert Audi's The Cambridge Dictio-
nary of Philosophy (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1999) [p. 559]

[75] K. Gunnar Bergström, An Odyssey to Freedom University
of Uppsala, 1983, p. 92. Colin Stanley, Colin Wilson, a
Celebration: Essays and Recollections Cecil Woolf, 1988,
p. 43)

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/#Ali
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/#Ali
http://www.tfd.com/despair
http://www.tfd.com/despair
http://www.nyu.edu/classes/keefer/hell/camus.html
http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/sartre/works/exist/sartre.htm
http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/sartre/works/exist/sartre.htm
http://www.egs.edu/faculty/slavoj-zizek/articles/if-there-is-a-god-then-anything-is-permitted/
http://www.egs.edu/faculty/slavoj-zizek/articles/if-there-is-a-god-then-anything-is-permitted/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Brothers_Karamazov
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claire_Messud
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2014/jun/05/camus-new-letranger/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_York_Review_of_Books
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_York_Review_of_Books
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/beauvoir/
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/beauvoir/


142 CHAPTER 10. EXISTENTIALISM

[76] Holt, Jason. “Existential Ethics: Where do the Paths of
Glory Lead?". In The Philosophy of Stanley Kubrick. By
Jerold J. Abrams. Published 2007. University Press of
Kentucky. SBN 0-8131-2445-X

[77] “Existential & Psychological Movie Recommendations”
. Existential-therapy.com. Retrieved 2010-03-08.

[78] “Existentialism in Film”. Uhaweb.hartford.edu. Re-
trieved 2010-03-08.

[79] “Existentialist Adaptations – Harvard Film Archive”.
Hcl.harvard.edu. Retrieved 2010-03-08.

[80] Chocano, Carina (2008-10-24). “Review: 'Synecdoche,
New York'". Los Angeles Times. Retrieved 2008-11-17.

[81] For an examination of the existentialist elements within
the film, see Philosophy Now, issue 102, accessible here
(link), accessed 3 June 2014.

[82] Sartre, Jean-Paul (2000) [1938].“Nausea”. Translated
by Baldick, Robert. London: Penguin.

[83] Earnshaw, Steven (2006). Existentialism: A Guide for the
Perplexed. London: Continuum. p. 75. ISBN 0-8264-
8530-8.

[84] Cincotta, Madeleine Strong (1989). Luigi Pirandello: The
Humorous Existentialist. University of Wollongong Press.
Retrieved 26 March 2015.

[85] Bassanese, Fiora A. (Jan 1, 1997). Understanding Luigi
Pirandello. University of South Carolina Press. Retrieved
26 March 2015.

[86] DiGaetani, John Louis (Jan 25, 2008). Stages of Struggle:
Modern Playwrights and Their Psychological Inspirations.
McFarland. Retrieved 26 March 2015.

[87] Graham, Maryemma; Singh, Amritjit (1995).
Conversations with Ralph Ellison. University of
Mississippi Press. Retrieved 26 March 2015.

[88] Cotkin, George (2005). Existential American. JHU Press.
Retrieved 26 March 2015.

[89] Thomas, Paul Lee (2008). Reading, Learning, Teach
Ralph Ellison. Peter Lang. Retrieved 26 March 2015.

[90] Jackson, Lawrence Patrick (2007). Ralph Ellison: Emer-
gence of Genius. University of Georgia Press. Retrieved
26 March 2015.

[91] Gurnow, Michael (2008-10-15). “Zarathustra . . .
Cthulhu . Meursault: Existential Futility in H.P. Love-
craft's 'The Call of Cthulhu'". The Horror Review.
Archived from the original on October 6, 2014. Retrieved
2015-02-17.

[92] The Times, 31 December 1964. Quoted in Knowlson, J.,
Damned to Fame: The Life of Samuel Beckett (London:
Bloomsbury, 1996), p. 57

[93] Cronin, A., Samuel Beckett The Last Modernist (London:
Flamingo, 1997), p. 391

[94] Michael H. Hutchins (14 August 2006). “A Tom Stop-
pard Bibliography: Chronology”. The Stephen Sondheim
Reference Guide. Retrieved 2008-06-23.

[95] Wren, Celia (12 December 2007). “From Forum, an
Earnest and Painstaking 'Antigone'". Washington Post.
Retrieved 2008-04-07.

[96] Kernan, Alvin B. The Modern American Theater: A Col-
lection of Critical Essays. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey:
Prentice-Hall, 1967.

[97] Logotherapie-international.eu

[98] Stewart, Jon. Kierkegaard and Existentialism. p. 38

[99] Flynn, Thomas R. Sartre, Foucault, and Historical Reason,
p. 323.

[100] Yalom, Irvin D. (1980). Existential Psychotherapy. New
York: BasicBooks (Subsidiary of Perseus Books, L.L.C.
p. 17. ISBN 0-465-02147-6. Note: The copyright year
has not changed, but the book remains in print.

[101] Kaufmann, Walter Arnold, From Shakespeare To Exis-
tentialism (Princeton University Press 1979), p. xvi

[102] Carnap, Rudolf, Uberwindung der Metaphysik durch lo-
gische Analyse der Sprache [Overcoming Metaphysics by
the Logical Analysis of Speech], Erkenntnis (1932), pp.
219–41. Carnap's critique of Heidegger's“What is Meta-
physics”.

[103] Colin, Wilson, The Angry Years (2007), p. 214

[104] Marcuse, Herbert. “Sartre's Existentialism”. Printed
in Studies in Critical Philosophy. Translated by Joris De
Bres. London: NLB, 1972. p. 161

[105] Martin Heidegger,“Letter on Humanism”, in Basic Writ-
ings: Nine Key Essays, plus the Introduction to Being and
Time , trans. David Farrell Krell (London, Routledge;
1978), p. 208. Google Books

10.11.2 Bibliography

• Razavi, Mehdi Amin (1997). Suhrawardi and the
School of Illumination. Routledge. ISBN 0-7007-
0412-4.

• Albert Camus Lyrical and Critical essays. Edited by
Philip Thody (interviev with Jeanie Delpech, in Les
Nouvelles littéraires, November 15, 1945). p. 345

10.11.3 Further reading

• Appignanesi, Richard; Oscar Zarate (2001). Intro-
ducing Existentialism. Cambridge, UK: Icon. ISBN
1-84046-266-3.

• Appignanesi, Richard (2006). Introducing Existen-
tialism (3rd ed.). Thriplow, Cambridge: Icon Books
(UK), Totem Books (USA). ISBN 1-84046-717-7.

• Cooper, David E. (1999). Existentialism: A Recon-
struction (2nd ed.). Oxford, UK: Blackwell. ISBN
0-631-21322-8.

http://www.existential-therapy.com/Arts/Movies.htm
http://uhaweb.hartford.edu/BEAUCHEMI/
http://hcl.harvard.edu/hfa/films/2005winter/existential.html
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/movies/la-et-synecdoche24-2008oct24,0,5252277.story
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/movies/la-et-synecdoche24-2008oct24,0,5252277.story
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy_Now
http://philosophynow.org/issues/102/The_Shawshank_Redemption
http://philosophynow.org/issues/102/The_Shawshank_Redemption
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Baldick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-8264-8530-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-8264-8530-8
https://books.google.com/books?id=CUIoPQAACAAJ&dq=inauthor:%2522Madeleine+Strong+Cincotta%2522&hl=en&sa=X&ei=54ITVbWWDofeoAT6sYGQBw&ved=0CCcQ6AEwAA
https://books.google.com/books?id=CUIoPQAACAAJ&dq=inauthor:%2522Madeleine+Strong+Cincotta%2522&hl=en&sa=X&ei=54ITVbWWDofeoAT6sYGQBw&ved=0CCcQ6AEwAA
https://books.google.com/books?id=4E-1Xg79ujUC&pg=PP4&dq=luigi+pirandello+existential&hl=en&sa=X&ei=Y4MTVZKHDpHyoATY84LgCQ&ved=0CDcQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q=existential&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=4E-1Xg79ujUC&pg=PP4&dq=luigi+pirandello+existential&hl=en&sa=X&ei=Y4MTVZKHDpHyoATY84LgCQ&ved=0CDcQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q=existential&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=A5C9gbBCwvYC&pg=PA34&dq=luigi+pirandello+existentialism&hl=en&sa=X&ei=L4QTVcWyNJfgoATMuoLYDg&ved=0CCUQ6AEwADgK#v=onepage&q=luigi%2520pirandello%2520existentialism&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=A5C9gbBCwvYC&pg=PA34&dq=luigi+pirandello+existentialism&hl=en&sa=X&ei=L4QTVcWyNJfgoATMuoLYDg&ved=0CCUQ6AEwADgK#v=onepage&q=luigi%2520pirandello%2520existentialism&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=L0lb8WoLRDkC&pg=PA84&dq=ralph+ellison+existential&hl=en&sa=X&ei=_IcTVe-mF4qzogTM2IHwDw&ved=0CCcQ6AEwAA#v=snippet&q=existentialism&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=MJS3SMamIxIC&printsec=frontcover&dq=ralph+ellison+existential&hl=en&sa=X&ei=_IcTVe-mF4qzogTM2IHwDw&ved=0CDIQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q=ralph%2520ellison%2520existential&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=XQ2Giri4RegC&pg=PA18&dq=ralph+ellison+existential&hl=en&sa=X&ei=_IcTVe-mF4qzogTM2IHwDw&ved=0CEIQ6AEwBQ#v=onepage&q=ralph%2520ellison%2520existential&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=XQ2Giri4RegC&pg=PA18&dq=ralph+ellison+existential&hl=en&sa=X&ei=_IcTVe-mF4qzogTM2IHwDw&ved=0CEIQ6AEwBQ#v=onepage&q=ralph%2520ellison%2520existential&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=NCEV37_oA2AC&pg=PA339&dq=ralph+ellison+existential&hl=en&sa=X&ei=_IcTVe-mF4qzogTM2IHwDw&ved=0CE4Q6AEwBw#v=onepage&q=ralph%2520ellison%2520existential&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=NCEV37_oA2AC&pg=PA339&dq=ralph+ellison+existential&hl=en&sa=X&ei=_IcTVe-mF4qzogTM2IHwDw&ved=0CE4Q6AEwBw#v=onepage&q=ralph%2520ellison%2520existential&f=false
https://web.archive.org/web/20141006180224/http://www.horrorreview.com/essay/eglovecraft12008.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20141006180224/http://www.horrorreview.com/essay/eglovecraft12008.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20141006180224/http://www.horrorreview.com/essay/eglovecraft12008.html
http://www.horrorreview.com/essay/eglovecraft12008.html
http://www.sondheimguide.com/Stoppard/chronology.html
http://www.sondheimguide.com/Stoppard/chronology.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/12/11/AR2007121102254.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/12/11/AR2007121102254.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prentice-Hall
http://www.logotherapie-international.eu/Frankl-Jung.English%2520summary.pdf?2f569316a8c0d70a23e25e57788725a0=877b85765d9546f605211252412792ec
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irvin_D._Yalom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-465-02147-6
https://books.google.com/books?id=kVc9AAAAIAAJ&lpg=PA208&ots=Wd-UQTTzCG&dq=But%2520the%2520reversal%2520of%2520a%2520metaphysical%2520statement%2520remains%2520a%2520metaphysical%2520statement.%2520With%2520it%252C%2520he%2520stays%2520with%2520metaphysics%252C%2520in%2520oblivion%2520of%2520the%2520truth%2520of%2520Being.&pg=PA208#v=onepage&q=But%2520the%2520reversal%2520of%2520a%2520metaphysical%2520statement%2520remains%2520a%2520metaphysical%2520statement.%2520With%2520it,%2520he%2520stays%2520with%2520metaphysics,%2520in%2520oblivion%2520of%2520the%2520truth%2520of%2520Being.&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Routledge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-7007-0412-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-7007-0412-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Nouvelles_litt%C3%A9raires
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Nouvelles_litt%C3%A9raires
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Zarate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/1-84046-266-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/1-84046-717-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-631-21322-8


10.12. EXTERNAL LINKS 143

• Deurzen, Emmy van (2010). Everyday Mysteries:
a Handbook of Existential Psychotherapy (2nd ed.).
London: Routledge. ISBN 978-0-415-37643-3.

• Fallico, Arthuro B. (1962). Art & Existentialism.
Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall.

• Kierkegaard, Søren (1855). Attack Upon Christen-
dom.

• Kierkegaard, Søren (1843). The Concept of Anxiety.

• Kierkegaard, Søren (1846). Concluding Unscientific
Postscript.

• Kierkegaard, Søren (1843). Either/Or.

• Kierkegaard, Søren (1843). Fear and Trembling.

• Kierkegaard, Søren (1849). The Sickness Unto
Death.

• Kierkegaard, Søren (1847). Works of Love.

• Luper, Steven (ed.) (2000). Existing: An Introduc-
tion to Existential Thought. Mountain View, Califor-
nia: Mayfield. ISBN 0-7674-0587-0.

• Marino, Gordon (ed.) (2004). Basic Writings of Ex-
istentialism. New York: Modern Library. ISBN 0-
375-75989-1.

• Merleau-Ponty, M. (1962). Phenomenology of Per-
ception [Colin Smith]. New York: Routledge and
Kegan Paul.

• Rose, Eugene (Fr. Seraphim) (1994). Nihilism: The
Root of the Revolution of theModern Age. Saint Her-
man Press (1 September 1994). ISBN 0-938635-
15-8.

• Sartre, Jean-Paul (1943). Being and Nothingness.

• Sartre, Jean-Paul (1945). Existentialism and Hu-
manism.

• Stewart, Jon (ed.) (2011). Kierkegaard and Existen-
tialism. Farnham, England: Ashgate. ISBN 978-1-
4094-2641-7.

• Solomon, Robert C. (ed.) (2005). Existentialism
(2nd ed.). New York: Oxford University Press.
ISBN 0-19-517463-1.

• Wartenberg, Thomas E. Existentialism: A Beginner's
Guide.

10.12 External links
• Existentialism at DMOZ

• “Existentialism”. Internet Encyclopedia of Philos-
ophy.

•

• Existentialism on In Our Time at the BBC. (listen
now)

• Friesian interpretation of Existentialism

• Crowell, Steven. “Existentialism”. Stanford En-
cyclopedia of Philosophy.

• “Existentialism is a Humanism”, a lecture given
by Jean-Paul Sartre

• The Existential Primer

• Buddhists, Existentialists and Situationists: Waking
up in Waking Life

10.12.1 Journals and articles

• Stirrings Still: The International Journal of Existen-
tial Literature

• Existential Analysis published by The Society for
Existential Analysis

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-415-37643-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-7674-0587-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-375-75989-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-375-75989-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seraphim_Rose
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/augustine/arch/nihilism.html
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/augustine/arch/nihilism.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-938635-15-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-938635-15-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-1-4094-2641-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-1-4094-2641-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_C._Solomon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-19-517463-1
https://dmoztools.net/Society/Philosophy/Continental_Philosophy/Existentialism/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DMOZ
http://www.iep.utm.edu/existent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Encyclopedia_of_Philosophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Encyclopedia_of_Philosophy
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00547h8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_Our_Time_(radio_series)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/console/p00547h8/In_Our_Time_Existentialism
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/console/p00547h8/In_Our_Time_Existentialism
http://www.friesian.com/existent.htm
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanford_Encyclopedia_of_Philosophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanford_Encyclopedia_of_Philosophy
http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/sartre/works/exist/sartre.htm
http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/sartre/works/exist/sartre.htm
http://www.tameri.com/csw/exist/
http://publish.uwo.ca/~dmann/waking_essay.htm
http://publish.uwo.ca/~dmann/waking_essay.htm
http://www.stirrings-still.org/
http://www.existentialanalysis.co.uk/


Chapter 11

Dualism

For other uses, see Dualism (disambiguation).

Dualism (from the Latin word duo meaning “two”
)*[1] denotes the state of two parts. The term dualism
was originally coined to denote co-eternal binary oppo-
sition, a meaning that is preserved in metaphysical and
philosophical duality discourse but has been more gener-
alized in other usages to indicate a system which contains
two essential parts.
Moral dualism is the belief of the great complement of
or conflict between the benevolent and the malevolent.
It simply implies that there are two moral opposites at
work, independent of any interpretation of what might
be“moral”and independent of how these may be rep-
resented. Moral opposites might, for example, exist in
a worldview which has one god, more than one god, or
none. By contrast, ditheism or bitheism implies (at least)
two gods. While bitheism implies harmony, ditheism im-
plies rivalry and opposition, such as between good and
evil, or light and dark, or summer and winter. For exam-
ple, a ditheistic system would be one in which one god is
a creator, and the other a destroyer.
Alternatively, in ontological dualism, the world is di-
vided into two overarching categories. The opposition
and combination of the universe's two basic principles of
yin and yang is a large part of Chinese philosophy, and is
an important feature of Taoism, both as a philosophy and
as a religion (it is also discussed in Confucianism).

11.1 Moral dualism

Moral dualism is the belief of the great complement or
conflict between the benevolent and the malevolent.
Like ditheism/bitheism (see below), moral dualism does
not imply the absence of monist or monotheistic princi-
ples. Moral dualism simply implies that there are two
moral opposites at work, independent of any interpre-
tation of what might be “moral”and - unlike dithe-
ism/bitheism - independent of how these may be repre-
sented.
For example, Mazdaism (Mazdean Zoroastrianism) is
both dualistic and monotheistic (but not monist by def-

inition) since in that philosophy God̶the Creator̶is
purely good, and the antithesis̶which is also uncreated
̶is an absolute one. Zurvanism (Zurvanite Zoroastri-
anism), Manichaeism and Mandaeism, are representa-
tive of dualistic and monist philosophies since each has
a supreme and transcendental First Principle from which
the two equal-but-opposite entities then emanate. This
is also true for the lesser-known Christian gnostic reli-
gions, such as Bogomils, Catharism, and so on. More
complex forms of monist dualism also exist, for instance
in Hermeticism, whereNous“thought”- that is described
to have created man - brings forth both good and evil, de-
pendent on interpretation, whether it receives prompting
from the God or from the Demon. Duality with pluralism
is considered a logical fallacy.

11.1.1 History

Moral dualism began as a theological belief. Dual-
ism was first seen implicitly in Egyptian Religious be-
liefs by the contrast of the gods Set (disorder, death)
and Osiris (order, life).*[2] The first explicit concep-
tion of dualism came from the Ancient Persian Reli-
gion of Zoroastrianism around the mid-fifth century BC.
Zoroastrianism is a monotheistic religion that believes
that AhuraMazda is the eternal creator of all good things.
Any violations of Ahura Mazda's order arise from druj,
which is everything uncreated. From this comes a signif-
icant choice for humans to make. Either they fully partic-
ipate in human life for Ahura Mazda or they do not and
give druj power. Personal dualism is even more distinct
in the beliefs of later religions.
The religious dualism of Christianity between good and
evil is not a perfect dualism as God (good) will in-
evitably destroy Satan (evil). Early Christian Dualism is
largely based on Platonic Dualism (See: Neoplatonism
and Christianity). There is also a personal dualism in
Christianity with a soul-body distinction based on the idea
of an immaterial Christian Soul.*[3]
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11.2 Duotheism, bitheism, dithe-
ism

See also: Dualistic cosmology

In theology, dualismmay refer to duotheism, bitheism, or
ditheism. Although ditheism/bitheism imply moral dual-
ism, they are not equivalent: ditheism/bitheism implies
(at least) two gods, while moral dualism does not imply
any -theism (theos = god) whatsoever.
Dualism can also refer to the relationship between God
and creation. A dualism of God and creation exists
in some traditions of Christianity, like Paulicianism,
Catharism, and Gnosticism. The Paulicians, a Byzantine
Christian sect, believed that the universe, created through
evil, exists separately from a moral God. The Dvaita
Vedanta school of Indian philosophy also espouses a dual-
ism between God and the universe. The first and the more
important reality is that of Vishnu or Brahman. Vishnu
is the supreme Self, God, the absolute truth of the uni-
verse, the independent reality. The second reality is that
of dependent but equally real universe that exists with its
own separate essence.
Both bitheism and ditheism imply a belief in two equally
powerful gods with complementary or antonymous prop-
erties; however, while bitheism implies harmony, dithe-
ism implies rivalry and opposition, such as between good
and evil, or bright and dark, or summer and winter. For
example, a ditheistic system would be one in which one
god is creative, the other is destructive (cf. theodicy). In
the original conception of Zoroastrianism, for example,
Ahura Mazda was the spirit of ultimate good, while Ah-
riman (Angra Mainyu) was the spirit of ultimate evil.
In a bitheistic system, by contrast, where the two deities
are not in conflict or opposition, one could be male and
the other female (cf. duotheism). One well-known exam-
ple of a bitheistic or duotheistic theology based on gen-
der polarity is found in the neopagan religion of Wicca.
In Wicca, dualism is represented in the belief of a god
and a goddess as a dual partnership in ruling the universe.
This is centered on the worship of a divine couple, the
Moon Goddess and the Horned God, who are regarded
as lovers. However, there is also a ditheistic theme within
traditional Wicca, as the Horned God has dual aspects of
bright and dark - relating to day/night, summer/winter -
expressed as the Oak King and the Holly King, who in
Wiccan myth and ritual are said to engage in battle twice
a year for the hand of the Goddess, resulting in the chang-
ing seasons. (Within Wicca, bright and dark do not cor-
respond to notions of“good”and“evil”but are aspects
of the natural world, much like yin and yang in Taoism.)
However, bitheistic and ditheistic principles are not al-
ways so easily contrastable, for instance in a systemwhere
one god is the representative of summer and drought and
the other of winter and rain/fertility (cf. the mythology

of Persephone). Marcionism, an early Christian sect, held
that the Old and New Testaments were the work of two
opposing gods: both were First Principles, but of differ-
ent religions.*[4]

11.3 Ontological dualism

The yin and yang symbolizes the duality in nature and all things
in the Taoist religion.

Alternatively, dualism can mean the tendency of humans
to perceive and understand the world as being divided
into two overarching categories. In this sense, it is du-
alistic when one perceives a tree as a thing separate from
everything surrounding it. This form of ontological du-
alism exists in Taoism and Confucianism, beliefs that di-
vide the universe into the complementary oppositions of
yin and yang.*[5] In traditions such as classical Hinduism,
Zen Buddhism or Islamic Sufism, a key to enlightenment
is“transcending”this sort of dualistic thinking, without
merely substituting dualism with monism or pluralism.

11.3.1 In Chinese philosophy

The opposition and combination of the universe's two ba-
sic principles of yin and yang is a large part of Chinese
philosophy, and is an important feature of Taoism, both
as a philosophy and as a religion, although the concept
developed much earlier. Some argue that Yin and Yang
were originally an earth and sky god, respectively.*[6] As
one of the oldest principles in Chinese philosophy, Yin
and yang are also discussed in Confucianism, but to a
lesser extent.
Some of the common associations with yang and yin, re-
spectively, are: male and female, light and dark, active
and passive, motion and stillness. Some scholars recog-
nize that the two ideas may have originally referred to two
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opposite sides of a mountain, facing towards and away
from the sun.*[6] The yin and yang symbol in actual-
ity has very little to do with Western dualism; instead it
represents the philosophy of balance, where two oppo-
sites co-exist in harmony and are able to transmute into
each other. In the yin-yang symbol there is a dot of yin
in yang and a dot of yang in yin. In Taoism, this sym-
bolizes the inter-connectedness of the opposite forces as
different aspects of Tao, the First Principle. Contrast is
needed to create a distinguishable reality, without which
we would experience nothingness. Therefore, the inde-
pendent principles of yin and yang are actually dependent
on one another for each other's distinguishable existence.
The complementary dualistic concept seen in yin and
yang represent the reciprocal interaction throughout na-
ture, related to a feedback loop, where opposing forces
do not exchange in opposition but instead exchange re-
ciprocally to promote stabilization similar to homeostasis.
An underlying principle in Taoism states that within ev-
ery independent entity lies a part of its opposite. Within
sickness lies health and vice versa. This is because all
opposites are manifestations of the single Tao, and are
therefore not independent from one another, but rather
a variation of the same unifying force throughout all of
nature.

11.4 Mind-matter and mind-body
dualism

11.4.1 In philosophy of mind

Main article: Dualism (philosophy of mind)

In philosophy of mind, dualism is any of a narrow variety
of views about the relationship between mind and matter,
which claims that mind and matter are two ontologically
separate categories. In particular, mind-body dualism
claims that neither the mind nor matter can be reduced to
each other in any way, and thus is opposed to materialism
in general, and reductive materialism in particular. Mind-
body dualism can exist as substance dualism which claims
that the mind and the body are composed of a distinct
substance, and as property dualism which claims that
there may not be a distinction in substance, but that
mental and physical properties are still categorically dis-
tinct, and not reducible to each other. This type of du-
alism is sometimes referred to as "mind and body" and
stands in contrast to philosophical monism, which views
mind and matter as being ultimately the same kind of
thing. See also Cartesian dualism, substance dualism,
epiphenomenalism.
Dualism is a view about the relationship between mind
and matter which claims that mind and matter are two
ontologically separate categories. Mind-body dualism
claims that neither the mind nor matter can be reduced

to each other in any way. Western dualist philosophi-
cal traditions (as exemplified by Descartes) equate mind
with the conscious self and theorize on consciousness on
the basis of mind/body dualism. By contrast, some East-
ern philosophies draw a metaphysical line between con-
sciousness and matter̶where matter includes both body
and mind.

11.4.2 In Buddhist philosophy

During the classical era of Buddhist philosophy in India,
philosophers such as Dharmakirti argue for a dualism be-
tween states of consciousness and Buddhist atoms (the
basic building blocks that make up reality), according to

“the standard interpretation”of Dharmakirti's Buddhist
metaphysics.*[7] Typically in Western philosophy, dual-
ism is considered to be a dualism between mind (non-
physical) and brain (physical), which ultimately involves
mind interacting with the physical brain, and therefore
also interacting with the micro-particles (basic building
blocks) that make up the brain tissue. Buddhist dual-
ism, in Dharmakirtiʼs sense, is different in that it is
not a dualism between the mind and brain, but rather
between states of consciousness (nonphysical) and basic
building blocks (according to the Buddhist atomism of
Dharmakirti, Buddhist atoms are also nonphysical: they
are unstructured points of energy). Like many Buddhists
from 600-1000 CE, Dharmakirti s̓ philosophy involved
mereological nihilism, meaning that other than states of
consciousness, the only things that exist are momentary
quantum particles, much like the particles of quantum
physics (quarks, electrons, etc.).

11.4.3 History

The first significant argument against dualism came from
Thomas Hobbes's (1588–1679) materialist critique of
the human person. Hobbes argues that all of human
experience comes from biological processes contained
within the body (see: The Leviathan*[8]). In response to
Hobbes, the French philosopher René Descartes (1596–
1650) developed Cartesian dualism, which posits that
there is a divisible, mechanical body and an indivisible,
immaterial mind which interact with one another. The
body perceives external inputs and the awareness of them
comes from the soul. The point of interaction between
the two is at the pineal gland in the brain.*[9]
During the 19th and 20th centuries, materialistic monism
became the norm.*[10] Still, in addition to already dis-
cussed theories of dualism (particularly the Christian and
Cartesian models) there are new theories in the defense
of dualism. Naturalistic dualism comes from Australian
philosopher, David Chalmers (born 1966) who argues
there is an explanatory gap between objective and subjec-
tive experience that cannot be bridged by reductionism
because consciousness is, at least, logically autonomous
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of the physical properties upon which it supervenes. Ac-
cording to Chalmers, a naturalistic account of property
dualism requires a new fundamental category of proper-
ties described by new laws of supervenience; the chal-
lenge being analogous to that of understanding electricity
based on the mechanistic and Newtonian models of ma-
terialism prior to Maxwell's equations.
A similar defense comes from Australian philosopher
Frank Jackson (born 1943) who revived the theory of
epiphenomenalism which argues that mental states do not
play a role in physical states. Jackson argues that there are
two kinds of dualism. The first is substance dualism that
assumes there is second, non-corporeal form of reality.
In this form, body and soul are two different substances.
The second form is property dualism that says that body
and soul are different properties of the same body. He
claims that functions of the mind/soul are internal, very
private experiences that are not accessible to observation
by others, and therefore not accessible by science (at least
not yet). We can know everything, for example, about a
bat's facility for echolocation, but we will never know how
the bat experiences that phenomenon. In Jackson's mind
experiment, he imagines a girl who grows up in a black-
and-white room. She may grow up learning all about the
scientific facts of colors, but has no way of experiencing
colors other than black or white. When someone brings
a red tomato into her room, she is stunned. She discov-
ers a new fact: the experience of red is 'like this.' That
experience is not a physical fact but a conscious one.*[11]

11.4.4 Soul dualism

Main article: Soul dualism

In some cultures, people (or also other beings) are be-
lieved to have two or more kinds of soul. In several cases,
one of these souls is associated with body functions (and
is sometimes thought to disappear after death, but not al-
ways), and the other one is able to leave the body (for
example, a shaman's free-soul may be held to be able to
undertake a spirit journey). The plethora of soul types
may be even more complex.
The Bipartite view of theology recognizes the exis-
tence of both material and immaterial aspects of human
life, typically body and soul. This is distinct from the
Tripartite view that holds soul and spirit to be separate
aspects of a person along with the body.

11.5 Theistic dualism

In theology, dualism can refer to the relationship between
God and creation or God and the universe. This form of
dualism is a belief shared in certain traditions of Chris-
tianity and Hinduism.*[12]

11.5.1 In Christianity

The Cathars being expelled from Carcassonne in 1209. The
Cathars were denounced as heretics by the Roman Catholic
Church for their dualist beliefs.

The dualism between God and creation has existed as
a central belief in multiple historical sects and tradi-
tions of Christianity, including Marcionism, Catharism,
Paulicianism, and Gnostic Christianity. Christian dual-
ism refers to the belief that God and creation are distinct,
but interrelated through an indivisible bond.*[12] In sects
like the Cathars and the Paulicians, this is a dualism be-
tween the material world, created by an evil god, and a
moral god. Historians divide Christian dualism into abso-
lute dualism, which held that the good and evil gods were
equally powerful, and mitigated dualism, which held that
material evil was subordinate to the spiritual good.*[13]
The belief, by Christian theologians who adhere to a lib-
ertarian or compatibilist view of free will, that free will
separates humankind from God has also been character-
ized as a form of dualism.*[12] The theologian Leroy
Stephens Rouner compares the dualism of Christianity
with the dualism that exists in Zoroastrianism and the
Vedanta tradition of Hinduism. The theological use of
the word dualism dates back to 1700, in a book that de-
scribes the dualism between good and evil.*[12]
The tolerance of dualism ranges widely among the dif-
ferent Christian traditions. As a monotheistic religion,
the conflict between dualism and monism has existed in
Christianity since its inception.*[14] The 1912 Catholic
Encyclopedia describes that, in the Catholic Church,“the
dualistic hypothesis of an eternal world existing side
by side with God was of course rejected”by the thir-
teenth century, but mind-body dualism was not.*[15]
The problem of evil is difficult to reconcile with abso-
lute monism, and has prompted some Christian sects to
veer towards dualism. Gnostic forms of Christianity were
more dualistic, and some Gnostic traditions posited that
the Devil was separate from God as an independent de-
ity.*[14] The Christian dualists of the Byzantine Em-
pire, the Paulicians, were seen as Manichean heretics by
Byzantine theologians. This tradition of Christian dual-
ism, founded by Constantine-Silvanus, argued that the
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universe was created through evil and separate from a
moral God.*[16]
The Cathars, a Christian sect in southern France, believed
that there was a dualism between two gods, one repre-
senting good and the other representing evil. The Roman
Catholic Church denounced the Cathars as heretics, and
sought to crush the movement in the 13th century. The
Albigensian Crusade was initiated by Pope Innocent III in
1208 to remove the Cathars from Languedoc in France,
where they were known as Albigesians. The Inquisition,
which began in 1233 under Pope Gregory IX, also tar-
geted the Cathars.*[17]

11.5.2 In Hinduism

Dvaita Vedanta (dualistic conclusions of the Vedas)
school of Indian philosophy espouses a dualism between
God and the universe by theorizing the existence of two
separate realities. The first and the more important real-
ity is that of Vishnu or Brahman. Vishnu is the supreme
Self, God, the absolute truth of the universe, the inde-
pendent reality. The second reality is that of dependent
but equally real universe that exists with its own separate
essence. Everything that is composed of the second real-
ity, such as individual soul (Jiva), matter, etc. exist with
their own separate reality. The distinguishing factor of
this philosophy as opposed to Advaita Vedanta (monistic
conclusion of Vedas) is that God takes on a personal role
and is seen as a real eternal entity that governs and con-
trols the universe.*[18] Because the existence of individ-
uals is grounded in the divine, they are depicted as reflec-
tions, images or even shadows of the divine, but never in
any way identical with the divine. Salvation therefore is
described as the realization that all finite reality is essen-
tially dependent on the Supreme.*[19]

11.6 Consciousness–matter dual-
ism

While Western philosophical traditions, as exemplified
by Descartes, equate mind with the conscious self and
theorize on consciousness on the basis of mind/body
dualism; some Eastern philosophies provide an alter-
nate viewpoint, intimately related to substance dual-
ism, by drawing a metaphysical line between conscious-
ness and matter ̶where matter includes both body and
mind.*[20]*[21]

11.6.1 In Samkhya and Yogic philosophy

In Samkhya and Yoga schools of Indian philosophy,
“there are two irreducible, innate and independent real-
ities 1) consciousness itself (Purusha) 2) primordial ma-
teriality (Prakriti)". The unconscious primordial mate-

riality, Prakriti, contains 23 components including intel-
lect (buddhi, mahat), ego (ahamkara) and mind (manas).
Therefore, the intellect, mind and ego are all seen as
forms of unconscious matter.*[22] Thought processes
andmental events are conscious only to the extent they re-
ceive illumination from Purusha. Consciousness is com-
pared to light which illuminates the material configura-
tions or 'shapes' assumed by the mind. So intellect after
receiving cognitive structures form the mind and illumi-
nation from pure consciousness creates thought structures
that appear to be conscious.*[23] Ahamkara, the ego or
the phenomenal self, appropriates all mental experiences
to itself and thus, personalizes the objective activities of
mind and intellect by assuming possession of them.*[24]
But consciousness is itself independent of the thought
structures it illuminates.*[23]
By including mind in the realm of matter, Samkhya-Yoga
avoids one of the most serious pitfalls of Cartesian dual-
ism, the violation of physical conservation laws. Because
mind is an evolute of matter, mental events are granted
causal efficacy and are therefore able to initiate bodily
motions.*[25]

11.7 In philosophy of science

In the philosophy of science, dualism often refers to the
dichotomy between the“subject”(the observer) and the

“object”(the observed). Another dualism, in Popperian
philosophy of science refers to“hypothesis”and“refuta-
tion”(for example, experimental refutation). This notion
also carried to Popper's political philosophy.

11.8 In physics

In physics, dualism refers to media with properties that
can be associated with the mechanics of two different
phenomena. Because these two phenomena's mechanics
are mutually exclusive, both are needed in order to de-
scribe the possible behaviors. All matter, for example,
has wave–particle duality.

11.9 Dualism in modern and con-
temporary philosophy

The American philosopher Arthur Oncken Lovejoy in his
The Revolt Against Dualism (1960) develops a critique of
the modern new realism, reproposing a form of dualism
based on a“fork of human experience.”
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11.10 Political dualism

In politics, dualism refers to the separation of powers be-
tween the legislature and executive.
In the context of the history of the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire,“dualism”refers to the political doctrine of Austria's
and Hungary's co-equality. The phrase“during dualism”
(Hungarian: dualizmus alatt) is used in Hungarian histo-
riography as shorthand for“during the dual monarchy.”

11.11 Cybernetics

In cybernetics, Norbert Wiener described“Manicheaen
devils”(dualistic adversarial systems) as those systems
or problems in which an intelligent adversary is attempt-
ing to exploit weaknesses of the investigator (such as
in a game-playing opponent, adversarial law, evolution-
ary systems of predator/parasite and prey/host, poli-
tics/enslavement attempts, etc.). Wiener's “Cybernet-
ics”contrasted such systems with“Augustinian devils”
that were systems or problems that, though very com-
plex and difficult to figure out, did not feature an adver-
sary with contrary intent. Victories or “expansions of
knowledge”in such systems were able to be built upon
incrementally, through science (experimentation expand-
ing empirical knowledge bases). Wiener noted that tem-
porary weaknesses (such as errors to perceive all com-
ponents of a system) were not fatal in attempts to defeat

“Augustinian devils”because another experiment could
simply be pursued (and he noted that he had personally
defeated many“Augustinian devils”with his contribu-
tions to science and engineering). Wiener further noted
that temporary lapses in judgment against“Manicheaen
devils”were more often fatal or destructive, due to the
desire of the opponent to“win/survive at all costs,”even
going so far as to introduce any level of deception into the
system (and he noted that he had been defeated by many

“Manicheaen devils,”such as on occasions when he was
temporarily careless in chess). Although this “duality”
between“complexity”and“opposition”may seem ob-
vious, there are deep implications in many areas of sci-
ence, such as game theory, political science, computer
science, network science, security science, military sci-
ence, evolutionary biology, cryptography, etc.

11.12 See also

• Advaita Vedanta

• Atheism

• Dialectic

• Didache – The Two Ways

• Dualism (philosophy of mind)

• Dualistic cosmology

• False dilemma

• Legal dualism

• Legal pluralism

• Manichaeism (moral dualism)

• Monism

• Nondualism

• Pantheism

• Pluralism (philosophy)

• Reductionism

• Rhizome (philosophy)

• Table of Opposites

• Yanantin (complementary dualism in Native South
American culture)
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Chapter 12

Panpsychism

Illustration of the Neoplatonic concept of the World Soul ema-
nating from The Absolute

In philosophy, panpsychism is the view that conscious-
ness, mind or soul (psyche) is a universal and primor-
dial feature of all things. Panpsychists see themselves as
minds in a world of mind.
Panpsychism is one of the oldest philosophical theo-
ries, and has been ascribed to philosophers like Thales,
Parmenides, Plato, Averroes, Spinoza, Leibniz and
William James. Panpsychism can also be seen in an-
cient philosophies such as Stoicism, Taoism, Vedanta and
Mahayana Buddhism. During the 19th century, panpsy-
chism was the default theory in philosophy of mind, but it
saw a decline during the middle years of the 20th century
with the rise of logical positivism.*[1]*[2] The recent in-
terest in the hard problem of consciousness has revived
interest in panpsychism.*[1]

12.1 Etymology

The term“panpsychism”has its origins with the Greek
term pan (πᾶν : “all, everything, whole”) and psy-
che (ψυχή:“soul, mind”) as the unifying center of the
mental life of us humans and other living creatures.”*[3]
Psyche comes from the Greek word ψύχω (psukhō, “I

blow”) and can mean life, soul, mind, spirit, heart and
'life-breath'. The use of psyche is controversial due to it
being synonymous with soul, a term usually taken to have
some sort of supernatural quality; more common terms
now found in the literature include mind, mental proper-
ties, mental aspect, and experience.

12.2 History

12.2.1 Ancient philosophy

Two iwakura̶a rock where a kami or spirit is said to reside in
the religion of Shinto.

Early forms of panpsychism can be found in pre-modern
animistic beliefs in religions such as Shinto, Taoism,
Paganism and shamanism. Panpsychist views are also a
staple theme in pre-Socratic Greek philosophy.*[1] Ac-
cording to Aristotle, Thales (c. 624 – 545 BCE) the first
Greek philosopher, posited a theory which held“that ev-
erything is full of gods.”*[4] Thales believed that this was
demonstrated by magnets. This has been interpreted as a
panpsychist doctrine.*[1] Other Greek thinkers that have
been associated with Panpsychism include Anaxagoras
(who saw the underlying principle or arche as nous or
mind), Anaximenes (who saw the arche as pneuma or
spirit) and Heraclitus (who said “The thinking faculty
is common to all”).*[5]
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Plato argues for Panpsychism in his Sophist, in which he
writes that all things participate in the form of Being and
that it must have a psychic aspect of mind and soul (psy-
che).*[5] In the Philebus and Timaeus, Plato argues for
the idea of a world soul or anima mundi. According to
Plato:

This world is indeed a living being endowed
with a soul and intelligence ... a single visible
living entity containing all other living entities,
which by their nature are all related.*[6]

Stoicism developed a cosmology which held that the nat-
ural world was infused with a divine fiery essence called
Pneuma, which was directed by a universal intelligence
called Logos. The relationship of the individual Logos
of beings with the universal Logos was a central concern
of the Roman Stoic Marcus Aurelius. The Metaphysics
of Stoicism was based on Hellenistic philosophies such as
Neoplatonism and Gnosticism also made use of the Pla-
tonic idea of the Anima mundi.

12.2.2 Renaissance

Illustration of the Cosmic order by Robert Fludd, the World Soul
is depicted as a woman.

After the closing of Plato's Academy by the Emperor
Justinian in 529 CE, Neoplatonism declined. Though
there were mediaeval Christian thinkers who ventured
what might be called panpsychist ideas (such as John Sco-
tus Eriugena), it was not a dominant strain in Christian
thought. In the Italian Renaissance, however, Panpsy-
chism enjoyed something of an intellectual revival,
in the thought of figures such as Gerolamo Cardano,
Bernardino Telesio, Francesco Patrizi, Giordano Bruno,

and Tommaso Campanella. Cardano argued for the view
that soul or anima was a fundamental part of the world
and Patrizi introduced the actual term “panpsychism”
into the philosophical vocabulary. According to Gior-
dano Bruno: “There is nothing that does not possess
a soul and that has no vital principle.”*[5] Platonist
ideas like the anima mundi also resurfaced in the work
of esoteric thinkers like Paracelsus, Robert Fludd and
Cornelius Agrippa.

12.2.3 Modern philosophy

In the 17th century, two rationalists can be said to be
panpsychists, Baruch Spinoza and Gottfried Leibniz.*[1]
In Spinoza's monism, the one single infinite and eternal
substance was“God, or Nature”(Deus siveNatura) which
has the aspects of mind (thought) and matter (extension).
Leibniz' view is that there are an infinite number of ab-
solutely simple mental substances called monads which
make up the fundamental structure of the universe. The
Idealist philosophy of George Berkeley is also a form of
pure panpsychism and technically all idealists can be said
to be panpsychists by default.*[1]
In the 19th century, Panpsychism was at its zenith.
Philosophers like Arthur Schopenhauer, C.S Peirce,
Josiah Royce, William James, Eduard von Hartmann,
F.C.S. Schiller, Ernst Haeckel and William Kingdon
Clifford as well as psychologists like Gustav Fechner,
WilhelmWundt and Rudolf Hermann Lotze all promoted
Panpsychist ideas.*[1]
Arthur Schopenhauer argued for a two-sided view of re-
ality which was both Will and Representation (Vorstel-
lung). According to Schopenhauer:“All ostensible mind
can be attributed to matter, but all matter can likewise be
attributed to mind”.
Josiah Royce, the leading American absolute idealist held
that reality was a “world self”, a conscious being
that comprised everything, though he didn't necessarily
attribute mental properties to the smallest constituents
of mentalistic “systems”. The American Pragmatist
philosopher Charles Sanders Peirce espoused a sort of
Psycho-physical Monism which the universe as suffused
with mind which he associated with spontaneity and free-
dom. Following Pierce, William James also espoused
a form of panpsychism.*[7] In his lecture notes, James
wrote:

Our only intelligible notion of an object in
itself is that it should be an object for itself, and
this lands us in panpsychism and a belief that
our physical perceptions are effects on us of
'psychical' realities*[5]

In 1893, Paul Carus proposed his own philosophy similar
to panpsychism known as 'panbiotism', which he defined
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A diagram with neutral monism compared to Cartesian dualism,
physicalism and idealism.

as“everything is fraught with life; it contains life; it has
the ability to live.”*[8]
In the 20th century, the most significant proponent of
the Panpsychist view is arguably Alfred NorthWhitehead
(1861-1947).*[1] Whitehead's ontology saw the basic na-
ture of the world as made up of events and the process of
their creation and extinction. These elementary events
(which he called occasions) are in part mental.*[1] Ac-
cording to Whitehead: “we should conceive mental op-
erations as among the factors which make up the consti-
tution of nature.”*[5] Bertrand Russell's neutral monist
views also tended towards panpsychism.*[5]
The psychologist Carl Jung, who is known for his idea of
the collective unconscious, wrote that“psyche andmatter
are contained in one and the same world, and moreover
are in continuous contact with one another”, and that it
was probable that“psyche and matter are two different
aspects of one and the same thing”.*[9] The psychologists
James Ward and Charles Augustus Strong also endorsed
variants of panpsychism.*[10]*[11]*[12]
Sewall Wright endorsed a version of panpsychism. He
believed that the birth of consciousness was not due to a
mysterious property of increasing complexity, but rather
an inherent property, therefore implying these properties
were in the most elementary particles.*[13]

12.2.4 Contemporary

The panpsychist doctrine has recently been making a
comeback in the American philosophy of mind. Promi-
nent defenders include Christian de Quincey, Leopold
Stubenberg, David Ray Griffin, and David Skrbina.*[1]
In 1990, the physicist David Bohm published a paper
named“A New theory of the relationship of mind and
matter”promoting a panpsychist theory of consciousness
based on Bohm's interpretation of quantum mechanics.
Bohm has a number of followers among philosophers of
mind both in United States (e.g. Quentin Smith) and in-
ternationally (e.g. Paavo Pylkkänen). In the United King-
dom the case for panpsychism has been made in recent
decades by Galen Strawson,*[14] Gregg Rosenberg and
Timothy Sprigge.

In the philosophy of mind, panpsychism is one possi-
ble solution to the so-called hard problem of conscious-
ness.*[15] The doctrine has also been applied in the field
of environmental philosophy through the work of Aus-
tralian philosopher FreyaMathews.*[16] David Chalmers
has provided a sympathetic account of it in The Conscious
Mind (1996). In addition, neuroscientist Christof Koch
has proposed a“scientifically refined version”of panpsy-
chism.*[17]

12.3 Arguments for

12.3.1 Non-emergentism

The problems found with emergentism are often cited by
panpsychists as grounds to reject physicalism. This argu-
ment can be traced back to the Ancient Greek philoso-
pher Parmenides, who argued that ex nihilo nihil fit ̶
nothing comes from nothing and thus the mental cannot
arise from the non-mental.
In his 1979 article Panpsychism, Thomas Nagel tied
panpsychism to the failure of emergentism to deal with
metaphysical relation: “There are no truly emergent
properties of complex systems. All properties of complex
systems that are not relations between it and something
else derive from the properties of its constituents and their
effects on each other when so combined.”*[1] Thus he
denies that mental properties can arise out of complex
relationships between physical matter. Opposing Nagel,
emergentist philosophers Roberto Mangabeira Unger in
The Religion of The Future and Alexander Bard & Jan
Söderqvist in Syntheism - Creating God in The Internet
Age have argued that the reality of time enables complex
systems to have truly emergent (as in irreversible and ir-
reproducible) properties, thereby replacing any need for
panpsychism with a chronocentric, strong emergentism.

12.3.2 Evolutionary

The most popular empirically based argument for
panpsychism stems from Darwinism and is a form of the
non-emergence argument. This argument begins with the
assumption that evolution is a process that creates com-
plex systems out of pre-existing properties but yet cannot
make“entirely novel”properties.*[1] William Kingdon
Clifford argued that:

[...] we cannot suppose that so enormous a
jump from one creature to another should have
occurred at any point in the process of evolu-
tion as the introduction of a fact entirely dif-
ferent and absolutely separate from the physi-
cal fact. It is impossible for anybody to point
out the particular place in the line of descent
where that event can be supposed to have taken
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place. The only thing that we can come to, if
we accept the doctrine of evolution at all, is that
even in the very lowest organism, even in the
Amoeba which swims about in our own blood,
there is something or other, inconceivably sim-
ple to us, which is of the same nature with our
own consciousness [...]*[18]

12.3.3 Thomas Nagel

In his book titledMortal Questions, Thomas Nagel defines
panpsychism as, “the view that the basic physical con-
stituents of the universe have mental properties,”*[19]
effectively claiming the panpsychist thesis to be a type of
property dualism. Nagel argues that panpsychism follows
from four premises:

(1) “Material composition”, or
commitment to materialism.
(2) “Non-reductionism”, or the
view that mental properties cannot
be reduced to physical properties.
(3)“Realism”about mental prop-
erties.
(4)“Non-emergence”, or the view
that “there are no truly emergent
properties of complex systems”.

Nagel notes that new physical properties are discovered
through explanatory inference from known physical prop-
erties; following a similar process, mental properties
would seem to derive from properties of matter not in-
cluded under the label of“physical properties”, and so
they must be additional properties of matter. Also, he ar-
gues that, “the demand for an account of how mental
states necessarily appear in physical organisms cannot be
satisfied by the discovery of uniform correlations between
mental states and physical brain states.”*[20] Further-
more, Nagel argues mental states are real by appealing to
the inexplicability of subjective experience, or qualia, by
physical means.

12.3.4 Quantum physics

Philosophers such as Alfred North Whitehead have
drawn on the indeterminacy observed by quantum physics
to defend panpsychism. A similar line of argument has
been repeated subsequently by a number of thinkers in-
cluding the physicist David Bohm, anesthesiologist Stuart
Hameroff and philosophers such as Quentin Smith, Paavo
Pylkkänen, Shan Gao,*[21] and David Chalmers who,
in his more recent work, has revisited his formerly neg-
ative views concerning quantum-theories of conscious-
ness, and expressed sympathy towards the idea that con-
sciousness be identified with the collapse of the wave-
function. The advocates of panpsychist quantum con-

sciousness theories see quantum indeterminacy and in-
formational but non-causal relations between quantum el-
ements as the key to explaining consciousness.*[1] Re-
cent work on this approach has been also undertaken by
William Lycan (1996) and Michael Lockwood (1991).

12.3.5 Intrinsic nature

These arguments are based on the idea that everything
must have an intrinsic nature. They argue that while
the objects studied by physics are described in a disposi-
tional way, these dispositions must be based on some non-
dispositional intrinsic attributes, which Whitehead called
the “mysterious reality in the background, intrinsically
unknowable”.*[1] While we have no way of knowing
what these intrinsic attributes are like, we can know the
intrinsic nature of conscious experience which possesses
irreducible and intrinsic characteristics. Arthur Schopen-
hauer argued that while the world appears to us as repre-
sentation, there must be 'an object that grounds' repre-
sentation, which he called the 'inner essence' (das innere
Wesen) and 'natural force' (Naturkraft), which lies outside
of what our understanding perceives as natural law.*[22]
Philosophers such as Galen Strawson, Roger Penrose
(1989), John Searle (1991), Thomas Nagel (1979, 1986,
1999) and Noam Chomsky (1999) have said that a rev-
olutionary change in physics may be needed to solve the
problem of consciousness.*[1] Galen Strawson has also
called for a revised“realistic physicalism”arguing that

“the experiential considered specifically as such ̶the
portion of reality we have to do with when we consider
experiences specifically and solely in respect of the ex-
periential character they have for those who have them as
they have them̶thatʻjust isʼphysical”.*[1]

12.4 Arguments against

One criticism of panpsychism is the simple lack of evi-
dence that the physical entities have anymental attributes.
John Searle states that panpsychism is an“absurd view”
and that thermostats lack “enough structure even to be
a remote candidate for consciousness”(Searle, 1997, p.
48).
Physicalists also could argue against panpsychism by
denying proposition (2) of Nagel's argument. If mental
properties are reduced to physical properties of a phys-
ical system, then it does not follow that all matter has
mental properties: it is in virtue of the structural or func-
tional organization of the physical system that the system
can be said to have a mind, not simply that it is made of
matter. This is the common Functionalist position. This
view allows for certain man-made systems that are prop-
erly organized, such as some computers, to be said to have
minds. This may cause problems when (4) is taken into
account. Also, qualia seem to undermine the reduction
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of mental properties to brain properties.
Some have argued that the only properties shared by all
qualia are that they are not precisely describable, and
thus are of indeterminate meaning within any philosophy
which relies upon precise definition according to these
critics (that is, it tends to presuppose a definition for men-
tality without describing it in any real detail). The need to
define better the terms used within the thesis of panpsy-
chism is recognized by panpsychist David Skrbina,*[23]
and he resorts to asserting some sort of hierarchy of men-
tal terms to be used. This is motivation to argue for pan-
experientialism rather than panpsychism, since only the
most fundamental meaning of mind is what is present in
all matter, namely, subjective experience.
The panpsychist answers both these challenges in the
same way: we already know what qualia are through di-
rect, introspective apprehension; and we likewise know
what conscious mentality is by virtue of being conscious.
For someone like Alfred North Whitehead, third-person
description takes second place to the intimate connection
between every entity and every other which is, he says,
the very fabric of reality. To take a mere description as
having primary reality is to commit the "fallacy of mis-
placed concreteness".
One response is to separate the phenomenal, non-
cognitive aspects of consciousness̶particularly qualia,
the essence of the hard problem of consciousness̶from
cognition. Thus panpsychism is transformed into panex-
perientialism. However, this strategy of division gener-
ates problems of its own: what is going on causally in the
head of someone who is thinking̶cognitively of course
̶about their qualia?

12.5 In relation to other metaphys-
ical positions

Panpsychism can be understood as related to a number of
other metaphysical positions.

12.5.1 Idealism

Panpsychism agrees with idealism that in a sense every-
thing is mental, but whereas idealism treats most things as
mental content or ideas, panspychism treats them asmind-
like, in some sense, and as having their own reality. Also,
in contrast to many forms of idealism, it holds that there
is for all minds, there is a single, external, spatio-temporal
world.
In contrast to “idealism”, as this term is often used,
panpsychism is not a doctrine of the unreality of the
spatio-temporal world perceived through the senses, or its
reduction to mere“ideas”in the human or divine mind.
The constituents of this world are, for panpsychists, just
as real as human minds or as any mind. Indeed, they are

minds, though, in large part, of an extremely low, subhu-
man order. Thus panpsychism is panpsychical realism;
realistic both in the sense of admitting the reality of na-
ture, and in the sense of avoiding an exaggerated view of
the qualities of its ordinary constituents. “Souls”may
be very humble sorts of entities––for example, the soul of
a frog––and panpsychists usually suppose that multitudes
of units of nature are on a much lower level of psychic
life even than that.*[24]

12.5.2 Dualism

Panpsychists and dualists agree that mental properties
cannot be reduced to physical properties. The difference
is that dualists consider mental and physical properties
to be qualitatively different, to belong to different cat-
egories with virtually nothing in common (for instance,
Descartes' characterisation of matter and mind as “ex-
tension”and “thought”), whereas panpsychists view
physical properties as lesser quantities of mental proper-
ties. For instance, a panpsychist would interpret the abil-
ity of a stone to move under an impact to be a highly di-
minished form of sensitivity, with no element of volition.
This distinction also separates dual aspect theory from
panpsychism: although dual aspect theorists can agree
with panpsychists that everything has some mental prop-
erties, they also hold that everything has some physical
properties, whereas panpsychists hold that physical prop-
erties are (lessened) mental properties.

12.5.3 Neutral monism

There are also varieties of monism that don't presuppose
(like materialism and idealism do) that mind and mat-
ter are fundamentally separable. An example is neutral
monism first introduced by Spinoza and later propounded
by William James. Neutral monism is often coupled with
dual aspect theory which maintains that mental and phys-
ical are two perspectives on a reality that is neither mental
nor physical. Panpsychism, on the other hand, holds that
the physical is the (attenuated) mental.

12.5.4 Physicalism and materialism

Reductive physicalism, a form of monism, is nor-
mally assumed to be incompatible with panpsychism.
Materialism, if held to be distinct from physicalism, is
compatible with panpsychism insofar as mental proper-
ties are attributed to physical matter, which is the only
basic substance.

12.5.5 Holism

Panpsychism is related to the more holistic view that the
whole Universe is an organism that possesses a mind
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(cosmic consciousness). It is claimed to be distinct from
animism or hylozoism, which hold that all things have a
soul or are alive, respectively. Gustav Theodor Fechner
claimed in“Nanna”and“Zend-Avesta”that the Earth is
a living organism whose parts are the people, the animals
and the plants.
Panpsychism, as a view that the universe has "universal
consciousness", is shared by some forms of religious
thought such as theosophy, pantheism, cosmotheism,
non-dualism, new age thought and panentheism. The
hundredth monkey effect exemplifies the threshold for
this applied cosmic consciousness. The Tiantai Buddhist
view is that“when one attains it, all attain it”.*[25]

12.5.6 Hylopathism

Hylopathism argues for a similarly universal attribution
of sentience to matter. Few writers would advocate a hy-
lopathic materialism, although the idea is not new; it has
been formulated as“whatever underlies consciousness in
a material sense, i.e., whatever it is about the brain that
gives rise to consciousness, must necessarily be present to
some degree in any other material thing”. A compound
state of mind does not consist of compounded psychic
atoms. The concept of awareness“being in itself”allows
for the idea of self-aware matter. Attempts have been
made to conceptualize this primitive level of existence
prior to associative learning and memory. In the way that
the collection of self-aware matter constitutes a cognitive
being, the collection of cognitive beings as a conglomer-
ate entity, reflects panpsychism. Consciousness was not

“nascent”but emergent due to a lack of abandon during
the evolution of material awareness.*[26]
Similar ideas have been attributed to Australian philoso-
pher David Chalmers, who assumes that consciousness
is a fundamental feature of the Universe, what he refers
to as the First Datum in the study of the mind. In
the practice of non-reductionism this feature may not
be attributable to any base monad but instead radically
emergent on the level of physical complexity at which it
demonstrates itself. Complex elegance is the further de-
velopment of awareness that is self-aware. This we can
call“post-intelligence”where“intelligence”is simple
processing. The element of superiority might be that the
post-intelligence is proto-experiential. These phenome-
nal properties are called “the internal aspects of infor-
mation”.*[26]*:162–170

12.5.7 Emergentism

No form of panpsychism attributes full, human-style con-
sciousness to the fundamental constituents of the uni-
verse, therefore all versions need a certain amount of
emergence̶that is, weak emergence, in which more so-
phisticated versions of basic properties emerge at a higher
level. No version of panpsychism requires strong emer-

gence, in which high-level properties do not have any low-
level precursors or basis, and instead emerge“from noth-
ing”. Indeed, avoidance of strong emergentism is one of
the motivations for panpsychism, while strong emergen-
tism, based on the reality of time, is the major argument
against panpsychism.

12.6 Panexperientialism

"Panexperientialism" (or “panprotopsychism”), and
“panprotoexperientialism”are related concepts. Pan-
experientialism is associated with the philosophies of
Charles Hartshorne and Alfred North Whitehead, al-
though the term itself was invented by David Ray Grif-
fin in order to distinguish the process philosophical view
from other varieties of panpsychism.
Whitehead's metaphysics incorporated a scientific world-
view similar to Einsteinʼs theory of relativity into the
development of his philosophical system. His process
philosophy argues that the fundamental elements of the
universe are “occasions of experience,”which can to-
gether create something as complex as a human being.
This experience is not consciousness; there is no mind-
body duality under this system, since mind is seen as a
particularly developed kind of experience. Whitehead
was not a subjective idealist, and while his occasions of
experience (or“actual occasions”) resemble Leibniz's
monads, they are described as constitutively interrelated.
He embraced panentheism, with God encompassing all
occasions of experience and yet still transcending them.
Whitehead believed that these occasions of experience
are the smallest element in the universe̶even smaller
than subatomic particles.
Panprotoexperientialism is a theory found in the works
of Gregg Rosenberg. For his part, process philosopher
Michel Weber argues for a pancreativism.*[27]
The ecological phenomenology carefully developed in the
writings of the American cultural ecologist and philoso-
pher, David Abram, is often (and quite appropriately) de-
scribed as a form of panexperientialism,*[28]*[29] as is
the“poetic biology”developed by Abram's close asso-
ciate, the German biologist Andreas Weber.*[30]

12.7 In eastern philosophy

According to Graham Parkes:“Most of traditional Chi-
nese, Japanese and Korean philosophy would qualify as
panpsychist in nature. For the philosophical schools best
known in the west ̶Neo-confucianism and Japanese
Buddhism̶the world is a dynamic force field of energies
known as qi or bussho (Buddha nature) and classifiable in
western terms as psychophysical.”*[31]
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In the art of the Japanese rock garden, the artist must be aware
of the rocks'“ishigokoro”('heart', or 'mind')*[31]

12.7.1 East Asian Buddhism

According to D. S. Clarke, panpsychist and panexperi-
entialist aspects can be found in the Huayan and Tiantai
(Jpn. Tendai) Buddhist doctrines of Buddha nature,
which was often attributed to inanimate objects such
as lotus flowers and mountains.*[32] Tiantai patriarch
Zhanran argued that “even non-sentient beings have
Buddha nature.”*[31]

Who, then, is“animate”and who“inan-
imate"? Within the assembly of the Lotus, all
are present without division. In the case of
grass, trees and the soil...whether they merely
lift their feet or energetically traverse the long
path, they will all reach Nirvana.*[31]

The Tiantai school was transmitted to Japan by Saicho,
who spoke of the “buddha-nature of trees and rocks”
.*[31]
According to the 9th-century Shingon Buddhist thinker
Kukai, the Dharmakaya is nothing other than the phys-
ical universe and natural objects like rocks and stones
are included as part of the supreme embodiment of the
Buddha.*[31] The Soto Zen master Dogen also argued
for the universality of Buddha nature. According to Do-
gen,“fences, walls, tiles, and pebbles”are also“mind”
(⼼,shin). Dogen also argued that“insentient beings ex-
pound the teachings”and that the words of the eternal
Buddha“are engraved on trees and on rocks . . . in fields
and in villages”. This is the message of his“Mountains
and Waters Sutra”(Sansui kyô).*[31]

12.7.2 Dzogchen

According to a common misunderstanding, in the Bud-
dhist Dzogchen tradition , particularly Dzogchen Semde
or “mind series”the principal text of which is the
Kulayarāja Tantra, there is nothing which is non-sentient,
i.e. everything is sentient. Moreover, two of the English

scholars that opened the discourse of the Bardo litera-
ture of the Nyingma Dzogchen tradition, Evans-Wentz
& Jung (1954, 2000: p. 10) specifically with their par-
tial translation and commentary of the Bardo Thodol into
the English language write of the“One Mind”(Tibetan:
sems nyid gcig; Sanskrit: *ekacittatva; *ekacittata; where
* denotes a possible Sanskrit back-formation) thus:

The One Mind, as Reality, is the Heart
which pulsates for ever, sending forth puri-
fied the blood-streams of existence, and tak-
ing them back again; the Great Breath, the
Inscrutable Brahman, the Eternally Unveiled
Mystery of the Mysteries of Antiquity, the
Goal of all Pilgrimages, the End of all Exis-
tence.*[33]

It should be borne in mind, that Evans-Wentz never stud-
ied the Tibetan language and that the lama who did the
main translation work for him was of the Gelukpa Sect
and is not known to have actually studied or practiced
Dzogchen.
According to the translation with commentary, “Self-
Liberation Through Seeing with Naked Awareness”, by
John Myrdhin Reynolds, the phrase,“It is the single na-
ture of mind which encompasses all of Samsara and Nir-
vana,”occurs only once in the text and it refers not to

“some sort of Neo-Platonic hypostasis, a universal Nous,
of which all individual minds are but fragments or ap-
pendages”, but to the teaching that,“whether one finds
oneself in the state of Samsara or in the state of Nirvana,
it is the nature of the mind which reflects with awareness
all experiences, no matter what may be their nature.”This
can be found in Appendix I, on pages 80–81. Reynolds
elucidates further with the analogy of a mirror. To say
that a single mirror can reflect ugliness or beauty, does
not constitute an allegation that all ugliness and beauty is
one single mirror.

12.8 See also

Doctrines

• Anima Mundi

• Animism

• Emergentism

• Gaia hypothesis

• Holographic Universe

• Hylozoism

• Idealism

• Maya (illusion)
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• Monadology

• Monistic idealism

• Mythopoeic thought

• Nous

• Pandeism

• Panexperientialism

• Pantheism

• Philosophy of Mind

• Pneuma

• Solipsism

People

• Anaxagoras

• Mary Whiton Calkins

• Gustav Theodor Fechner

• Charles Hartshorne

• Heraclitus

• Gerardus Heymans

• William James

• Leibniz

• Friedrich Paulsen

• Plato

• Josiah Royce

• Schopenhauer

• Spinoza

• Galen Strawson

• Teilhard de Chardin

• Thales

• Alfred North Whitehead
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Wavelength, Phantomsteve, Ikusawa, Anonymous editor, Briaboru, Mark Ironie, Pi Delport, Marcperkel, Stephenb, Bill52270, Gaius Cor-
nelius, Plover, Marcus Cyron, Shanel, NawlinWiki, Nahallac Silverwinds, Atfyfe, Bachrach44, NickBush24, Trovatore, Długosz, Justin
Eiler, Jabencarsey, Retired username, Anetode, Brandon, Tommaisey, CPColin, Pyroclastic, Dannyno, Bucketsofg, Dbfirs, Zirland, Zythe,
Evrik, Elkman, Maunus, David Pollock, Wknight94, Stefanocecere~enwiki, FF2010, Sandstein, 21655, Homagetocatalonia, Mudbuck,
RDF, FangAili, Chriswaterguy, Leeannedy, ArielGold, Zoolook, Rhwentworth, Katieh5584, Jonathan.s.kt, David Hockey, Xanin, Infinity0,
Eog1916, タチコマ robot, TechBear, Luk, Hiddekel, Torgo, Sardanaphalus, Bob.Churchill, SmackBot, Fireworks, PiCo, Miqi, CSMR,
Lcarsdata, KnowledgeOfSelf, Pgk, Bomac, Jagged 85, Brick Thrower, Monty Cantsin, Btwied, Aksi great, Gilliam, Ohnoitsjamie, Hmains,
Jcarroll, Wilson Delgado, Wookipedian, Chris the speller, Bluebot, Dahn, Persian Poet Gal, MK8, DT Strain, Emufarmers, SchfiftyThree,
Robocoder, Afasmit, Analogue Kid, Go for it!, Atomon, Darth Panda, Reaper X, Mladifilozof, MaxSem, Factoid Killer, WikiPedant, Ko-
tra, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, A Geek Tragedy, JoeOnSunset, Neo139, W377!M, JonHarder, Kennovak, Rassilon, Jablair51, Hugor-
eis~enwiki, Aldaron, Emre D., Cybercobra, Lh80127, Savidan, George, Dacoutts, Richard001, Wirbelwind, Nexus Seven, Clean Copy,
EdGl, Lewstherin, Filpaul, Tgunn2, Climbatize 87, Pilotguy, KurtKocaine, Qmwne235, Coat of Arms, Ged UK, Ohconfucius, Byelf2007,
Zigbigadoorlue, The undertow, Esrever, The False Prophet, Dbtfz, John, AmiDaniel, Dmwilliams, NiftyDude, Dialecticas, Statsone, Bo99,
Tktktk, Tlesher, Baccaruda66, Molly Romanov, Ckatz, Neokamek, Waggers, RichardF, Noleander, Wwagner, Eastfrisian, Wall5625,
Mike Doughney, Nonexistant User, Adamsmi10, Iridescent, Mr. Here, Sinaloa, S0me l0ser, Blehfu, Marysunshine, Jbolden1517, Gee-
man, Woodshed, Tawkerbot2, VinceB, Dan1679, JForget, Sketch051, LogicalFrank, Kari Svan, FunPika, Nautilator, TheMightyOrb,
Beagle17, Dgw, WeggeBot, Rowellcf, Kimhyunwoo0127, Penbat, MrFish, Gregbard, Fl295, Sebastian789, Shanoman, Cydebot, Gogo
Dodo, Flowerpotman, Corpx, Lulubelle, Pascal.Tesson, Wikipediarules2221, Sadharan, Karafias, Doug Weller, Jeffseaver, DumbBOT, Mr
happyhour, Garik, Abtract, Splgn, Rbanzai, Sosomk, EvocativeIntrigue, Fyedernoggersnodden, Thijs!bot, Epbr123, Qwyrxian, Nowim-
nthing, CSvBibra, Mojo Hand, Anupam, Headbomb, Marek69, Carole Jean, Talar, CTZMSC3, SomeHuman, Jodin, Whugotit22, Anti-
VandalBot, Luna Santin, Targetter, Seaphoto, Mackan79, Jason12345, Modernist, Dylan Lake, Danger, ClockworkDracula, Shlomi Hillel,
Sreejithk2000, Qwerty Binary, Ghmyrtle, ClassicSC, JAnDbot, Leuko, MER-C, Sonicsuns, The Transhumanist, Andonic, PhilKnight,
Kirrages, Cynwolfe, Magioladitis, Unused0029, Drbillellis, Karlhahn, VoABot II, AtticusX, Jdlankin, JNW, Vargasn00, Nate083, Hannah
Lynne, Catgut, Indon, Awwiki, Rodesia, Animum, JeffJonez, Ben Ram, Fang 23, Dan Pelleg, DerHexer, Edward321, WLU, Lau4de,
MartinBot, Bradgib, Ethicalsusan, Bus stop, R'n'B, AlexiusHoratius, Jthminion, J.delanoy, DrKay, Numbo3, Maurice Carbonaro, All Is
One, Choihei, Natty4bumpo, Furiku, Cpiral, It Is Me Here, Johnbod, Xpokadotsx, Samtheboy, The Transhumanist (AWB), Bushcarrot,
SJP, Ontarioboy, Student7, Tanaats, Sunderland06, Cometstyles, Tiggerjay, Remember the dot, Merzul, Andrew Kernohan, Lcawte, Andy
Marchbanks, Bricology, Jvpwiki, Funandtrvl, Spellcast, Artblakey, Deor, VolkovBot, ABF, Cyranibus997, Soliloquial, Jeffcrukk, Sta-
tion1, Princessfaissl, Philip Trueman, Lynxmb, Vipinhari, Technopat, Tomsega, Jazzwick, Ryan shell, Charlesdrakew, Strappado~enwiki,
Blind designer, Steven J. Anderson, Abdullais4u, Jackfork, Nhodgins, Hyper3, BotKung, Ilyushka88, Onore Baka Sama, Chsbcgs, Leo-
brien, Madhero88, Rahinur, Billinghurst, Fationia, Erth64net, Synthebot, LordHowdy, Falcon8765, Paradoxos, Insanity Incarnate, Why
Not A Duck, Circes, AlleborgoBot, Symane, Intirb, Munci, TheDarknessVisible, Hrafn, Dewine, Macdonald-ross, SeiferisAlmasy, SieBot,
StAnselm, Demong, Tiddly Tom, Malcolmxl5, Jauerback, Fra59e, Invisible Noise, Vergil Anti, Msuker, ConfuciusOrnis, Yintan, Quad
entendre, McGrupp10799, Oda Mari, PaulThoma, Oxymoron83, Nuttycoconut, ThAtSo, TriangleBelow, Kumioko (renamed), Spottyluv,
Ldu06dt, Cyfal, Bjorn Martiz, JL-Bot, Afiya27, Romit3, Fhburton, Twinsday, Loren.wilton, ClueBot, Foxj, The Thing That Should Not
Be, EoGuy, Witchwooder, Anthony R Miller Sr, Hoejamma, Czarkoff, TotesBoats, Drmies, Awikiwhat, ChandlerMapBot, Mike0001,
Masterpiece2000, Excirial, CohesionBot, Leighvenus, Alexbot, Bergendude, 10FingerJoe, Leonard^Bloom, Jencass, Fire 55, Arjayay,
Larrythechim, Rangestand, Thehelpfulone, Al-Andalusi, Thingg, Sabedge, Aitias, Oprx, G.broadwell, Dadge, MelonBot, Editor2020,
Vanished user uih38riiw4hjlsd, Humanengr, Wally Tharg, XLinkBot, Nathan Johnson, Tessalolo, Peterjoels, Skarebo, NellieBly, Aunt En-
tropy, Ejosse1, Stonewhite, Tayste, Comatosedude, Wilderny, Addbot, Proofreader77, Freakmighty, RonPaul1234, Jojhutton, Ave Caesar,
Betterusername, Atethnekos, Opus88888, Binary TSO, Fieldday-sunday, Nick testarossa, BenTrotsky, Rlwc, Proxima Centauri, Prankster-
Turtle, Glane23, Favonian, 5 albert square, Woland1234, Partofwhole, Seeker alpha806, Tide rolls, Lightbot, Bartledan, Bermicourt,
Drpickem, Yobot, Mattwraith, Birminghamhumanists, Eric-Wester, Magog the Ogre, Mballen, Synchronism, Mnation2, AnomieBOT,
Archon 2488, Jim1138, IRP, Piano non troppo, Chuckiesdad, UnitarianUniversalism, Ulric1313, Aoszkar, Mann jess, Hunnjazal, Egull,
SvartMan, Citation bot, Zappare, E2eamon, Bob Burkhardt, Maxis ftw, Habitodays, Jackbravo, Clark89, LilHelpa, Xqbot, Whiyufghj,
Happyhuman, Unigfjkl, Mananay, Iadrian yu, Capricorn42, Spotfixer, Lennim, Timmyshin, Srich32977, SPARTA99, AV3000, RadiX,
Ceedave, Dessyj16, Cos Oro, 92anonymous92, Patrixpax, Natural Cut, Methcub, Erik9, Nantucketnoon, EvilHugs, Fingerz, FrescoBot,
Nimloth250, Paine Ellsworth, Tobby72, Adam9389, Alarics, Nevernuke, Rcetc1, Airborne84, Maccabee341, Citation bot 1, Javert, Praise
of Folly, Alec Fischer, Gioj50, Pinethicket, Djones44, BRUTE, Leland01, Serpent More Crafty, FormerIP, Jandalhandler, Brhavig, Ma-
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ditrisims, Villaonisland, Lotje, And Rew, Yo diggidawg20, Scoobertjoo, Clarisse Louise, Kitfoxxe, DARTH SIDIOUS 2, Difu Wu, Hu-
manisim, Mean as custard, RjwilmsiBot, Compositionlover, Jeannedeba, Tesseract2, Shabidoo, EmausBot, John of Reading, Panpahoda,
TilonRespir, Heracles31, PoeticVerse, Disambigutron, Minimac's Clone, DMSBel, Honeyspider ej, Tommy2010, Wikipelli, Mz7, PBS-
AWB, Flogvit, Checkingfax, Fæ, Josve05a, Knight1993, Chonfucian, Chonfuacian, Eckithump12, Sgerbic, Wikignome0530, Wayne Slam,
OnePt618, Dhirsbrunner, Rostz, L Kensington, Jess, Donner60, Wikiloop, Aldnonymous, Sociologist2000, Petrb, GoGeo, ClueBot NG,
TucsonDavid, Peter James, LameCat, MelbourneStar, Bped1985, Hiperfelix, Rattakorn c, EnglishTea4me, Sumogirl, Widr, InKindDirect,
Helpful Pixie Bot, HMSSolent, Titodutta, Cbrick77, Lowercase sigmabot, BG19bot, Bolatbek, MusikAnimal, Smlombardi, Snow Rise,
Mark Arsten, Luke13579, Aloo1960, CCeducator, Thechurchman, عصامي بوعلام ,محمد Tonydinh21, GlassWax, Mfranci8, Chip123456,
Namexox, YeaItsMeHoe, Jayhawkkilroy, Darylgolden, Ninmacer20, Cyberbot II, Maestro Ivanković, SD5bot, Hbell830, Nathanielfirst,
Liza Freeman, Arunix, Plato's Dog, Steveorwig, Gentlecollapse6, Mogism, Goodell, Oshea2013, Jackninja5, TwoTwoHello, Lugia2453,
GoThere2000, ModernAsatruar, Christum, Corinne, Scientist1234smart, Beloki, Spiff spiffington, Greengreengreenred, Canucka, Break-
fastJr, Eyesnore, DrManhattan11, Rafial62, Summah05, Inanygivenhole, Bernardwoodpecker, Bladesmulti, Stamptrader, Qoby, IHBR-
YSA, Swagmasterwise, Dzdzds, Vieque, Toddcates, Axmoyano, Gouncbeatduke, Pjr 2005, Godsy, CharlieOQ, KasparBot, Knife-in-the-
drawer, Globalknowledge01, Lioncitylion, Speakercontext, InternetArchiveBot, Connor Machiavelli, GreenC bot, Fmadd, Apollo The
Logician, Ladam11, Anandmoorti, GeekyEnki and Anonymous: 1114

• Atheism Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atheism?oldid=778272781 Contributors: AxelBoldt, General Wesc, Derek Ross, Lee
Daniel Crocker, Brion VIBBER, Eloquence, Mav, Wesley, Bryan Derksen, Robert Merkel, The Anome, Malcolm Farmer, Chato, Ed
Poor, RK, Larry Sanger, Andre Engels, Eclecticology, William Avery, Shii, Drbug, Axon, Glshadbolt, AdamRetchless, David spector,
Heron, GrahamN, Mintguy, Fxmastermind, Hephaestos, Stevertigo, Mikebdoss, Edward, Lir, Michael Hardy, Tim Starling, EddEdmond-
son, Pit~enwiki, Stormwriter, Owl, Oliver Pereira, Dante Alighieri, Dhum Dhum, Grizzly, BoNoMoJo (old), Liftarn, MartinHarper,
Menchi, Tannin, Lquilter, Dcljr, Cyde, WolfSnap, Karada, Tregoweth, Ellywa, Fingers, WilliamM. Connolley, Snoyes, TUF-KAT, Angela,
JWSchmidt, Александър, Salsa Shark, Usedbook, Glenn, Bogdangiusca, Uri~enwiki, UserGoogol, Cimon Avaro, Jiang, Jeandré du Toit,
Evercat, Jacquerie27, Zarius, Feedmecereal, Novum, Ec5618, Charles Matthews, Timwi, Przepla, Nohat, Andrevan, RickK, Daniel Quin-
lan, Jwrosenzweig, Andrewman327, Wik, Timc, Lord Kenneth, DJ Clayworth, Foodman, Charlesdarwin, Tpbradbury, Joshers, Saltine,
Dyrwen, VeryVerily, Jose Ramos, Fairandbalanced, Samsara, Thue, Dan Bollinger, Samber~enwiki, Andy Fugard, Kirk!, Ccady, Bjarki
S, Opus33, Fvw, Optim, Raul654, Dpbsmith, Hawstom, Belthil, Bcorr, Secretlondon, Flockmeal, Jamesday, David.Monniaux, Banno,
Pollinator, Jeffq, Mjmcb1, SD6-Agent, Jason Potter, Deist, Nufy8, Robbot, Pfortuny, DavidA, Angantyr~enwiki, Astronautics~enwiki,
Chocolateboy, Goethean, Altenmann, Kowey, Sam Spade, Lowellian, Postdlf, Humanist, Academic Challenger, Nach0king, Spike, He-
manshu, Texture, Premeditated Chaos, Blainster, Rebrane, Hadal, UtherSRG, Dehumanizer, Wikibot, Deadbarnacle, Michael Snow, Paul
Murray, Mushroom, Xanzzibar, MikeCapone, Alan Liefting, Marekpetrik, Dave6, Michael2, Exploding Boy, Centrx, Christopher Parham,
Jacoplane, MPF, Gtrmp, Andries, Nikodemos, Dinomite, Barbara Shack, Pretzelpaws, Philwelch, Nadavspi, Duncan Keith, Wolfkeeper,
Nunh-huh, Abigail-II, Lethe, Meursault2004, Brian Kendig, Binadot, Angmering, Bradeos Graphon, Peruvianllama, Everyking, Bkon-
rad, No Guru, SmelC~enwiki, JeffBobFrank, Brequinda, FeloniousMonk, Millerc, Jdavidb, Davin (usurped), Ryguillian, Duncharris,
Maroux, Guanaco, Alensha, Ezhiki, 20040302, Naufana, Jason Quinn, Mboverload, Solipsist, SWAdair, Bobblewik, Tagishsimon, Gol-
bez, Wmahan, OldakQuill, Gubbubu, Robsteadman, Decoy, Gadfium, SoWhy, Pgan002, Andycjp, Jasper Chua, Ruy Lopez, 666~enwiki,
SarekOfVulcan, LiDaobing, Yath, Quadell, Antandrus, GeneMosher, Lockeownzj00, Beland, MarkSweep, Dayg1110, Catdude, Nick-in-
South-Africa, Khaosworks, Jossi, MacGyverMagic, Rdsmith4, MFNickster, Girolamo Savonarola, JimWae, Bodnotbod, DanielDemaret,
GeoGreg, Almit39, EuroTom, Scott Burley, Starx, ArcticFrog, Nickptar, Austin Hair, ChaTo, Mamdu, Neutrality, Joyous!, Tromatic,
LordShitzu, Deglr6328, Random account 47, Abdull, Zondor, Adashiel, Mylon, Guybrush, Esperant, Mike Rosoft, Freakofnurture, Tom
X. Tobin, Archer3, Lafuerzasindical, Haiduc, Mindspillage, EugeneZelenko, Imaglang, Noisy, Discospinster, Rich Farmbrough, Killer-
Chihuahua, Rhobite, Guanabot, Leibniz, Vague Rant, ThomasK, Cnyborg, Wrp103, Paulr~enwiki, Vsmith, Silence, Peak Freak, Bis-
honen, Luxdormiens, Xezbeth, Maksym Ye., SocratesJedi, Dbachmann, Pavel Vozenilek, Tajas1, Aliman, Paul August, Cladist, Ben-
der235, Pc13, Sunborn, Curufinwe, Mrfixter, Pedant, Brian0918, Narcisse, Mr. Billion, Livajo, Franc28, El C, Lycurgus, Kwamik-
agami, QuartierLatin1968, Kross, Edward Z. Yang, Aude, RoyBoy, Nrbelex, Leif, Moilleadóir, Mairi, Femto, MPS, Guettarda, Causa sui,
JRM, PatrikR, Bobo192, Cretog8, Directorstratton, Longhair, Feitclub, MANOJTV, Clawson, Adraeus, Sasha Kopf, Filiocht, Viriditas,
StoatBringer, Cmdrjameson, Brim, Palmiro, Mcornelius, Sasquatch, Jojit fb, BM, TheProject, Thewayforward, Tritium6, KarlHallowell,
Shorne, Guillermo18, John Fader, Sam Korn, Pharos, Fox1, Nsaa, Stephen Bain, Kvaks, Orangemarlin, SuperJake, Fugg, Localhost00,
Knucmo2, Bigtoe, Mrzaius, Alansohn, Gary, Nik42, ThePedanticPrick, Arthena, Borisblue, Lordthees, Atlant, Rd232, Mr Adequate,
PatrickFisher, Barte, Andrewpmk, Plumbago, Ronline, Logologist, Riana, Primalchaos, Fraslet, Calton, SlimVirgin, RoySmith, Viridian,
Olaf Simons, InShaneee, Warpsmith, Rohirok, Malo, Titanium Dragon, Avenue, Kraenar, DreamGuy, Hohum, Angelic Wraith, Schapel,
Kesh, Skollur, Mmbaldwin, Jayon, Danaman5, ProhibitOnions, BrandonYusufToropov, Jobe6, Aaarrrggh, Amorymeltzer, Grenavitar,
Birdmessenger, Randy Johnston, TenOfAllTrades, Mikeo, H2g2bob, Bonzo, Bsadowski1, Jguk, Antichrist, T3gah, SteinbDJ, MIT Trekkie,
Alai, Drbreznjev, Redvers, Netkinetic, Paisan30, HenryLi, Bookandcoffee, Dan100, ConfessedSockPuppetJunior, Jmiller, Ultramarine,
Tariqabjotu, Dtobias, Postrach, Agurzil~enwiki, Bastin, Siafu, Goatan, Bobrayner, BerndH, Mwalcoff, BoHawk, Zanaq, Nuno Tavares,
Philthecow, Kelly Martin, Billhpike, Jeffrey O. Gustafson, Mel Etitis, OwenX, Woohookitty, Mindmatrix, Carlos Porto, TigerShark, LOL,
Asav, Daniel Case, Benhocking, Aaron McDaid, Kokoriko, Miketwo, Kzollman, Cauri~enwiki, Bratsche, Scjessey, Broquaint, Pol098,
Tobyox, Encyclopedist, JeremyA, Jok2000, Borogove, Tabletop, Tomlillis, Thruston, JeffUK, GregorB, John Hill, Wayward, Cbyneorne,
Doric Loon, Essjay, KHM03, Allen3, Dysepsion, MrSomeone, LexCorp, Paxsimius, GSlicer, Mandarax, Ashmoo, Lawrence King, Gra-
ham87, Cuvtixo, Alienus, Magister Mathematicae, BD2412, Galwhaa, Teflon Don, HowardW, Kbdank71, FreplySpang, GrundyCamellia,
DePiep, NebY, Bikeable, Kane5187, Sjö, Drbogdan, Rjwilmsi, Tizio, Koavf, Stsmith, War, Kugamazog, Chipuni, Universist, Astronaut,
Bob A, KamasamaK, Tangotango, Harro5, Bruce1ee, Tawker, Voretus, Ligulem, Brighterorange, The wub, Ohanian, The9file, Black
Dagger, GregAsche, Raprat0, Cassowary, Syced, DirkvdM, Yamamoto Ichiro, Dionyseus, FayssalF, Titoxd, Tpkunesh, Magidin, FlaBot,
Authalic, Ian Pitchford, Acetylene, Eldamorie, RobertG, Cros13, Old Moonraker, Nihiltres, Crazycomputers, TheMidnighters, Harmil,
Who, Nivix, Themanwithoutapast, Pathoschild, RexNL, Jaxal1, Gurch, Alexjohnc3, Str1977, Fledgist, Born2cycle, Jeremygbyrne, Diska-
dia, 8q67n4tqr5, Maustrauser, TeaDrinker, EronMain, BMF81, WhyBeNormal, King of Hearts, Jmorgan, Chobot, DaGizza, Nathyn,
SirGrant, Kazuba, Zath42, DVdm, AllyD, Spasemunki, Citizen Premier, JesseGarrett, Graatz, Digitalme, Gwernol, Cornellrockey, De-
bivort, Elfguy, Prasannare, Roboto de Ajvol, Satanael, YurikBot, Wavelength, GMT, Spacepotato, John Stumbles, TheTrueSora, ChiLlBe-
serker, Calamari, Kinneyboy90, Stan2525, Deeptrivia, FlareNUKE, Brandmeister (old), StuffOfInterest, Midgley, RussBot, No Account,
PWhittle, Pippo2001, The Literate Engineer, Jtkiefer, Anonymous editor, Madkayaker, Mark Ironie, Epolk, Marcperkel, Rubber cat,
Markus Schmaus, Splette, SpuriousQ, RadioFan, Stephenb, Mithridates, Flo98, Gaius Cornelius, Eleassar, Plover, Pseudomonas, Cryp-
tic, Tungsten, Wimt, Gillean666, Ugur Basak, Big Brother 1984, Draeco, Anomalocaris, Nis81, Shanel, NawlinWiki, Muntuwandi, Wiki
alf, Bachrach44, Nirvana2013, ChadThomson, LaszloWalrus, NickBush24, Johann Wolfgang, Ype, Justin Eiler, Topperfalkon, Rjensen,
Zaphnathpaaneah, Holon, Irishguy, Nucleusboy, Kdbuffalo, Anetode, Randolf Richardson, ExtraBold, PhilipO, Elliotreed, Pyroclastic,
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Aldux, Dannyno, Epipelagic, Bucketsofg, Aaron Schulz, Deckiller, Kyle Barbour, Kortoso, Pdaddy, Supspirit, FestivalOfSouls, Evrik,
Superiority, Haemo, Deadfishfloat, Maunus, Black Falcon, Mikespoff, Wknight94, Fallout boy, Crisco 1492, Hirak 99, Greatquizzard,
WAS 4.250, FF2010, Poohneat, Whitejay251, MCB, Jvoegele, PotatoSamurai, Rolf-Peter Wille, 2over0, Zzuuzz, Homagetocatalonia,
Lindentree, Dast, Andrew Lancaster, Jules.LT, Gtdp, Mike Dillon, Imaninjapirate, RDF, Nikkimaria, Saranghae honey, Theda, Other-
Dave, Closedmouth, Ketsuekigata, LucaviX, Endomion, Pb30, KGasso, Nemu, Ehouk1, Black-Velvet, JoanneB, Kelliotes, Brianlucas,
PeskyAtheist, CWenger, Shawnc, Yvor, Natgoo, Palthrow, Yodakii, Pred, ArielGold, Nixer, Johnpseudo, Lordsuhn, ASchmoo, Stuhack-
ing, Aryah, Kungfuadam, Canadianism, David Hockey, NeilN, JuniorMuruin, Paul Erik, Infinity0, Roke, Crescent, Jeff Silvers, Amberrock,
Tom Morris, NickelShoe, Janek Kozicki, TechBear, Snalwibma, Rbmoore, Noidner, Adrigo, Sardanaphalus, Amalthea, Laurence Boyce,
True Pagan Warrior, SmackBot, Amcbride, MattieTK, Tomyumgoong, Selfworm, Kellen, Ashenai, MegamanXplosion, Ex0pos, Ehrlich,
Moeron, Urania3, KnowledgeOfSelf, NaiPiak, McGeddon, Mdiamante, TBH, Mjspe1, Pgk, C.Fred, Saimdusan, Jim62sch, Rokfaith,
Baad, Blue520, Bomac, Jacek Kendysz, Yuyudevil, NFAN3, Davewild, Chairman S., Scifiintel, Brick Thrower, Lsommerer, Dwanyewest,
Delldot, Josephprymak, ProveIt, Canderra, Flamarande, Edgar181, HalfShadow, Dhochron, Srnec, Screwball23, Xaosflux, Vassyana, Por-
tillo, Ohnoitsjamie, Folajimi, Hortont424, Nirvanaboy3000, Hmains, The Famous Movie Director, Betacommand, D last ride, Conns-
mythe96, Gene Thomas, Squiddy, Rst20xx, Nymph, Wookipedian, Tyciol, Izehar, Chris the speller, J.L.Main, Frutti di Mare, Pietaster,
Steinbad, Taelus, SynergyBlades, Persian Poet Gal, MK8, Lordkazan, Vjam, PitOfBabel, Tree Biting Conspiracy, ViolinGirl, Silly rab-
bit, Mdwh, SchfiftyThree, Aychamo, JoeBlogsDord, KaptKos, Swiftdr, CSWarren, Illawong, Kungming2, Go for it!, Andrewdt85, Robth,
DHN-bot~enwiki, Darth Panda, A. B., Gracenotes, Verrai, Mikker, MerricMaker, CJGB, Zachorious, Frantik~enwiki, Gyrobo, Scwlong,
Simpsons contributor, WikiPedant, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, Jabe88, Shalom Yechiel, Civilizeme, Leinad-Z, Jefffire, TheProm-
enader, HoodedMan, Danielkueh, Sephiroth BCR, Vanished User 0001, Jennica, Skidude9950, JonHarder, C0h3n, Skribb, TheKMan,
Xiner, Davokills, Binrapt, Tommyjb, KerathFreeman, Harlequinn, Lobner, Allan McInnes, Pax85, Khoikhoi, Sspecter, M2K 2, SwitChar,
Emre D., Flyguy649, Fuhghettaboutit, Wonderstruck, Sogospelman, BostonMA, Cybercobra, Khukri, Wikipediaphile, UK-Logician-
2006, Nakon, Johncmullen1960, VegaDark, Xyzzy n, Cubbi, Dreadstar, Dacoutts, Richard001, Daykart, Dren, Paroxysm, SteveHopson,
WorldEmperor, PatrickA, Goaredstar, Andrew c, Lacatosias, Wisco, Ckraju, DMacks, Srah, Henning Makholm, Kotjze, Chew33, Metam-
agician3000, Thorsen, Sigma 7, Cloudmountain, Starghost, Usernamefortonyd, Bidabadi~enwiki, Deiz, Ck lostsword, Pilotguy, JScott06,
Whitneygh, Will Beback, Byelf2007, CIS, Apgeraint, Nmnogueira, Hmoul, Cast, The undertow, SashatoBot, Dane Sorensen, Z-d, Arnoutf,
LtPowers, Bcasterline, Saccerzd, Doug Bell, Harryboyles, Dearingj, Skyscrap27, PretzelLogic88, Hkrieger, Kuru, Khazar, John, Lon-
doner1888, UberCryxic, -ramz-, Loodog, Electricbassguy, Resident Egoist, Webbrg, CPMcE, Convex hull, Aquilina, Statsone, Robofish,
Hellmonkey42, Sir Nicholas de Mimsy-Porpington, Tktktk, JoshuaZ, Edwy, Careyandtim, Robert Stevens, Behrad18n, Goodnightmush,
JohnWittle, Osbus, IronGargoyle, NetCruiser, Cielomobile, Ben Moore, FrostyBytes, Zaparojdik, Fernando S. Aldado~enwiki, Stjamie,
Plunge, JHunterJ, Footballplayr69, Naturrien, Illythr, Slakr, Ghelae, Makyen, Tasc, TheologyJohn, Mr Stephen, Her girlfriend, Sladegreen-
forum, InedibleHulk, Aginghippy, SandyGeorgia, TastyPoutine, Mhuddleston, Ben stephenson, Rrhain, Midnightblueowl, Whomp, Ryu-
long, Citicat, Novangelis, Sxeptomaniac, Noleander, Ash Loomis, Kvng, Darry2385, Xionbox, NinjaCharlie, Andreworkney, Mindbody-
fitness, Hu12, Stephen B Streater, Slreporter, BranStark, Seqsea, K, Wikiman01, Lordasaradel, Spark, JGChristian, JesusChristSaves, Brit-
tannica, JasonGastrich3, Mediumal, Ariel Pontes, JoeBot, Skapur, BigBear~enwiki, AdamRiggall, Walton One, Sander Säde, Alabasterpor-
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Jiddisch~enwiki, Shadow1, Richard001, Zdravko mk, Nrcprm2026, Brainyiscool, Just plain Bill, LeoNomis, DDima, Ged UK, Will Be-
back, Cyberevil, The undertow, SashatoBot, Mukadderat, Harryboyles, Scientizzle, Wtwilson3, Electricbassguy, Gobonobo, Robofish,
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Meabandit, LFevas, Glacialfox, Duxwing, Loriendrew, Annefr4nksjunk, Squishyturtle, Anbu121, Nothinheavy, Brandon A. Hubbard,
TheNuszAbides, BattyBot, A boeg, Hahahajakegant, David.moreno72, Sharkmark swindle, Da9iel, Cyberbot II, LeeMcLoughlin1975,
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DoubleBlue, MapsMan, Firebug, Rangek, Loof Lirpa, Voiceinsideyou, Titoxd, Helpful Dave, Naraht, Ian Pitchford, Nakore, Schumin-
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• File:Gianfrancesco_Poggio_Bracciolini_-_Imagines_philologorum.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/
a/a9/Gianfrancesco_Poggio_Bracciolini_-_Imagines_philologorum.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: http://www.telemachos.
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tributors: Own work utilizando ésta imagen Original artist: Andres Rojas
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• File:Isola_di_Utopia_Moro.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/46/Isola_di_Utopia_Moro.jpg License:
Public domain Contributors: Utopia by Thomas More. Transferred from it.wikipedia; Transfer was stated to be made by User:Marcok.
Original artist: Original uploader was Marcok at it.wikipedia

• File:Jarach_and_Zerzan.JPG Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ed/Jarach_and_Zerzan.JPG License: CCBY
3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Cast

• File:Karl_Marx.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Karl_Marx.jpg License: Public domain Contributors:
International Institute of Social History in Amsterdam, Netherlands Original artist: John Jabez Edwin Mayall
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Kierkegaard.jpg/100px-Kierkegaard.jpg 2x' data-file-width='310' data-file-height='459' /></a> Original artist: Kierkegaard.jpg: Neils
Christian Kierkegaard
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Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Manifestación_CNT_Bilbao.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4b/Manifestaci%C3%B3n_CNT_
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• File:Max_stirner.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b5/Max_stirner.jpg License: Public domain Contrib-
utors: taken from a 1900 essay on Stirner by John Henry Mackay. Original artist: Friedrich Engels

• File:Meotoiwa.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/74/Meotoiwa.jpg License: Public domain Contributors:
? Original artist: ?

• File:Merwart-Nihilist.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/76/Merwart-Nihilist.jpg License: Public domain
Contributors: Agra Art Original artist: Paul Merwart (1855-1902)

• File:Naturalist_on_the_River_Amazons_figure_17.png Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/
f8/Naturalist_on_the_River_Amazons_figure_17.png License: Public domain Contributors: Scanned from The Natural-
ist on the River Amazons by Henry Walter Bates, University of California Press version, published 1962. Original artist:
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/ff/Wikidata-logo.svg/40px-Wikidata-logo.svg.png 2x' data-file-width='1050'
data-file-height='590' /></a>

• File:Neoplatonic-Sun.GIF Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/eb/Neoplatonic-Sun.GIF License: Public
domain Contributors: Renaissance's italian printing Original artist: Unknown<a href='https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q4233718'
title='wikidata:Q4233718'><img alt='wikidata:Q4233718' src='https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/ff/
Wikidata-logo.svg/20px-Wikidata-logo.svg.png' width='20' height='11' srcset='https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/
thumb/f/ff/Wikidata-logo.svg/30px-Wikidata-logo.svg.png 1.5x, https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/ff/
Wikidata-logo.svg/40px-Wikidata-logo.svg.png 2x' data-file-width='1050' data-file-height='590' /></a>

• File:Nicolas_P._Rougier'{}s_rendering_of_the_human_brain.png Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/73/
Nicolas_P._Rougier%27s_rendering_of_the_human_brain.png License: GPL Contributors: http://www.loria.fr/~{}rougier Original artist:
Nicolas Rougier

• File:Nietzsche1882.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/Nietzsche1882.jpg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: Nietzsche by Walter Kaufmann, Princeton Paperbacks, Fourth Edition. ISBN 0-691-01983-5 Original artist: Gustav-Adolf
Schultze (d. 1897)

• File:Office-book.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a8/Office-book.svg License: Public domain Contribu-
tors: This and myself. Original artist: Chris Down/Tango project

• File:P_derecho.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/82/P_derecho.svg License: Public domain Contributors:
own work based on File:Scale of justice 2.svg and File:P blank.svg Original artist: User:Kontos

• File:P_religion_world.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/28/P_religion_world.svg License: CC-BY-SA-
3.0 Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:ParcGuellOkupas.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0f/ParcGuellOkupas.jpg License: CC-BY-SA-
3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: MickStephenson

• File:Peace_sign.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Peace_sign.svg License: Public domain Contribu-
tors: Transferred from en.wikipedia to Commons. Original artist: The original uploader was Schuminweb at English Wikipedia

• File:People_icon.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/37/People_icon.svg License: CC0 Contributors: Open-
Clipart Original artist: OpenClipart

• File:Plato-raphael.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4a/Plato-raphael.jpg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: Unknown Original artist: Raphael

• File:Portal-puzzle.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/fd/Portal-puzzle.svg License: Public domain Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

• File:Portrait_of_Pierre_Joseph_Proudhon_1865.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/Portrait_of_
Pierre_Joseph_Proudhon_1865.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: 1. FineArtPrintsOnDemand.com
Original artist: Gustave Courbet

• File:Psi2.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6c/Psi2.svg License: Public domain Contributors: No machine-
readable source provided. Own work assumed (based on copyright claims). Original artist: No machine-readable author provided.
Gdh~commonswiki assumed (based on copyright claims).

• File:Quentin_Massys-_Erasmus_of_Rotterdam.JPG Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/
b6/Quentin_Massys-_Erasmus_of_Rotterdam.JPG License: Public domain Contributors: Web Gallery of Art: <a
href='http://www.wga.hu/art/m/massys/quentin/3/diptych1.jpg' data-x-rel='nofollow'><img alt='Inkscape.svg' src='https:
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/6f/Inkscape.svg/20px-Inkscape.svg.png' width='20' height='20' src-
set='https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/6f/Inkscape.svg/30px-Inkscape.svg.png 1.5x, https://upload.wikimedia.
org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/6f/Inkscape.svg/40px-Inkscape.svg.png 2x' data-file-width='60' data-file-height='60' /></a>
Image <a href='http://www.wga.hu/html/m/massys/quentin/3/diptych1.html' data-x-rel='nofollow'><img alt='Information icon.svg'
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height='20' srcset='https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/35/Information_icon.svg/30px-Information_icon.svg.png
1.5x, https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/35/Information_icon.svg/40px-Information_icon.svg.png 2x' data-file-
width='620' data-file-height='620' /></a> Info about artwork Original artist: Quentin Matsys

• File:Question_book-new.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/99/Question_book-new.svg License: Cc-by-sa-3.0
Contributors:
Created from scratch in Adobe Illustrator. Based on Image:Question book.png created by User:Equazcion Original artist:
Tkgd2007

• File:Red_flag_II.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/52/Red_flag_II.svg License: CC BY 2.5 Contributors:
No machine-readable source provided. Own work assumed (based on copyright claims). Original artist: No machine-readable author
provided. Ssolbergj assumed (based on copyright claims).
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• File:Ritratto_di_francesco_petrarca,_altichiero,_1376_circa,_padova.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/
commons/9/9e/Ritratto_di_francesco_petrarca%2C_altichiero%2C_1376_circa%2C_padova.jpg License: Public domain Contributors:
Unknown Original artist: Altichiero

• File:RobertGIngersoll.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/RobertGIngersoll.jpg License: Public do-
main Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Russell1907-2.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3a/Russell1907-2.jpg License: Pub-
lic domain Contributors: http://russell.mcmaster.ca/~{}bertrand/youngbr.html Original artist: Unknown<a href='https:
//www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q4233718' title='wikidata:Q4233718'><img alt='wikidata:Q4233718' src='https://upload.wikimedia.
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• File:RyoanJi-Dry_garden.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9b/RyoanJi-Dry_garden.jpg License: CC-
BY-SA-3.0 Contributors: Stephane D'Alu's photo Original artist: Stephane D'Alu

• File:Salutati.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/ca/Salutati.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: http:
//efemerides2.webcindario.com/febrero/febrero3/salutati.jpg Original artist: Apollonio di Giovanni

• File:Sartre_and_de_Beauvoir_at_Balzac_Memorial.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/Sartre_and_
de_Beauvoir_at_Balzac_Memorial.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Schwarzer, Alice: Simone de Beauvoir, Reinbek, Rowohlt,
2007, ISBN: 978-3-498-06400-6, S. 68 Original artist: Unknown. Copyright holder is Archives Gallimard at Paris, Archives Gallimard no
longer exists

• File:Shalom2.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dd/Shalom2.svg License: CC0 Contributors: Own work
Original artist: Dan Pelleg
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